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OF 
STOKE-ABBEY, IN DEVONSHIRE, Esq. 
DEAR SIR, 
S your konoured father was pleaſed to make choice of me, to 
anfwer in your name at the font, and to exerciſe a ſort of 
graruianjhip over your ſpiritual interefts ; permit me, by putting 


theſe little Treatiſes into your hand, to fulfil ſome part of that ſo- 
lemn obligation. 


GRATITUDE for many ſignal favours, and a conſcientious regard 
to my ſacred engagement, have long ago inſpired my breaſt with the 
warmeſt wiſhes, bath for your true dignity, and real happineſs. 
Nor can I think of a more endearing, or a more effectual way, of 


advancing either the one or the other, than to ſet before you a ſketch 


of your excellent father's character. Illuſtrious examples are the 
moſt winning incitements to virtue. And none can come at- 
tended with ſuch particular recommendations to You, Sir, as the 
pattern of that worthy perſon, from whom you derive your very 

being. 


A MosT cordial, and reverential eſteetn for the Dioine Mord, was 


one of his remarkable qualities. Thoſe oracles of Heaven were 


his principal delight, and his inſeparable companions. Your gar- 
dens, your ſolitary walks, and the hedges of your fields can witneſs*, 
with what an unwearied aſſiduity He exerciſed himſelf in the law, of 
the Lox p. From hence He fetched his maxims of wifdom, and 
formed his judgment of things. The ſacred precepts, were the mo- 
del of his temper, and the guide of his life; while the precious 
promiſes, were the joy of his heart, and his portion for ever. 


IMPROV ING campany was another of his moſt reliſhing pleaſures. 
Few gentlemen were better furniſhed, either with riehneis of faney, 


9 Joſh. xxiv. 27. 
or 


* DEDICATION. 
ox. copiouſneſs of expreſſion, to bear a ſhining part in converſation, 
With theſe talents, He always endeavoured to give ſome uſeful, 
generally ſome religious, turn to the diſcourſe. Nor did he ever 
reflect, with greater complacency, on his ſocial hours, than when 
they tended to glorify the Eternal Majeſty; and to awaken in Him- 
{elf and others, a more lively ou of devotion. 


To project for the good of others was his frequent fiudy, and to 
carry thoſe benevolent contrivances into execution, his favourite 
emiley. When viſited by the young perſons of the neighbourhood, 
far from taking an ungraceful pride to initiate them in debauchery, 
or confirm them in a riotous habit; it was his inceſſant aim, by 
finely-adapted perſuaſives, to encourage them in induſtry; and eſta- 


bliſh them in a courſe of ſobriety; to guard them againſt the allure- 


ments of vice, and animate them with the principles of piety. A 
noble kind of hoſpitality this! Which will probably tranſmit it's be- 
neficial influence, to their earthly poſſeſſions; to their future fami- 
les; and even to their everlaſting ſtate, Sonia] | 
A CONVICTION of e indigence, and a thorough perſuaſion of 
the Divine all- ſufficiency, induced him to be frequent in prayer. 
To proſtrate himſelf in profound adoration, before that infinitely ex- 
alted Being, who dwells in light inacceſſible, was hig glory; to im- 
plore the continuance of the Almighty favour, and the increaſe of 
all chriſtian graces, was his gain. In thoſe moments, no doubt, 
he remembered Lou, Sir, with a particular earneſtneſs; and lodged 
many an ardent petition in the court of Heaven, for his infant ſon. 
Ceaſe not-to ſecond them with your own deyout ſupplications, that 
they may deſcend upon your head, © in the fulneſs of the bleſſings 
© of the Goſpel of Peace. | E ILL. 


To give 3 genuine luſtre to all his other endowments, he was 
careful to maintain an humble mind. Though his friends might 
admire his ſuperior abilities, or his acquaintance applaud his exem- 
plary behaviour, he ſaw how far he fel/ ſhort of the mark of his high, 
Calling: ſaw, and lamented his defects: ſaw, and renounced himſelf: 
relying, for final acceptance, and endleſs ſelicity, on a better righte- 


„„ 


and — precious death, of Jæsus the dag 1 bis 


was the rock of his hope, and the very crown of his rejoicing. 
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Tusk, Sir, are ſome of the di/tinguiſhing characteriſtics of your 
deceaſed parent. As you had the misfortune to loſe ſo valuable a 
relative, before you was capable of forming any acqufiintance with 
his perſon; I flatter myſelf, you will the more attentively obſerve 
his picture. This his moral picture; deſigned, not to be ſet in gold, 
or ſparkle in enamel, but to breathe in your ſpirit, and to live in all 
your conduct. Which, though it be intirely your own, calculated 


purely for yourſelf, may poſſibly (like the family pieces in your par- 


Jour, that glance an eye upon as many as enter the room) make ſome 
pleaſing and uſeful impreſſion on every beholder. May every one, 
charmed with the beautiful image, catch it's reſemblance ; and each, 
in his reſpective ſphere, © go and do likewiſe,” 


Bur You, Sir, are peculiarly concerned to copy the amiable ori- 
ginal. As the order of an indulgent Providence, has made you 
heir of the affluent circumſtances; let not a gay and thoughtleſs in- 
advertence, cut you off from the richer inheritance, of theſe noble 
qualifications.— Theſe will be your ſecurity, amidſt all the glitter- 


ing dangers, which are inſeparable from blooming years, and an 


elevated ſituation in life. Theſe are your path, your ſure and 
only path, to true greatneſs, and ſolid happineſs.— Tread in theſe 


ſteps, and you cannot fail to be the darling of your friends, and 


the favourite of Heaven. Tread in theſe ſteps, and you will give 
inexpreſſible joy to one of the beſt of mothers; you will become an 
extenſive bleſſing to your fellow- creatures; and which, after ſuch 
moſt engaging motives, is ſcarce worthy to be mentioned, you wil 
be the delight, the honour, and the boaſt of, 


Dear SI, 
Your very affectionate Godfather, 


And moſt faithful humble Servant, 


WESTON-FAVELL, NEAR NOR= JAMES HERVEY. | 


THAMPTON, JULY 14, 1747. 
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PRE FACE. 


7E have already exerciſed our Speculations, on the Tombs and 
Flowers; ſurveying Nature, covered with the deepeſt horrors, 
and arrayed in the richeſt beauties. Alligory taught many of the ob- 
jects, to ſpeak the language of Virtue ; while Imagination lent her 
colouring, to give the leſſons an engagitig a. this with a view 
of imitating that Divine Inſtructor; who commiſſioned the Lily*, in 
her ſilver ſuit, to remonſtrate in the ear of unbelieving Reaſon: who 
ſent his diſcipjes (men ordained to each the univerſe) to learn maxims 
of the laſt hy paths of from the moſt in /pnificarnt birds, that wander 

h 


through the paths of the air; from the very meaneſt herbs +, that are 
ſcattered over the face of the + ground. | 

Emboldened by the kind acceptance of the preceding Sketches, I 
beg leave to confide in the ſame benewelence of tafte, for the protection 
and ſupport of the two remaining eſſays ; which exhibit a proſpect of 
fill Life, and grand Operation: which moralize on the molt compofed, 
and moſt magnificent, appearances of things..-In which, Far is 
again ſuffered to introduce her imagery; but only as the handmaid of 
ay in order to dreſs her perſon, and diſplay her charms; to en- 
gage the attention, and win the love, even of the gay, and of the 
faſhionable. Which is more likely to be effected, by forming agfee- 


able pictures of Nature, and deriving inſtructive obſervations, than oy 
0 


the laborious method of long- deduced arguments, or eloſe- connect 

reaſonings.— The contemplation of the Heavens and the Earth, of 

their admirable properties and beneficial changes, has always afforded 

the moſt exalted gratification to the human mind. In compliance 

with this prevailing taſte, I have drawn my ſerious admonitions from 

the Rupendous theatre, and variegated fcenery, of the univerſe. That 
| * Matt, vi. 26, 29, 29, 30. 


+ Celebtated writers, as Demoſthenes and Cicero, I hucydides and Livy, are odferves to 
have a ſtile peculiar to themſelves. Now, whoever con ſiders the &:fcourſes of Chriſt, with 


| find him diſtinguiſhing himſelf by a ſtile, which may properiy be culed HIS N. Ma- 


jellic, yet familiar; bappily uniting dignity with condeſcenſton; it conſiſts, in teaching his 
allowers the ſub/imeſt truths, by ſpiritualizing on the moſf ccrn orcurrences, Which, 
beſides it's being level td the loweſt apprehenſions; and admitably adapted to teal into the 
moſt inattentive heart; is #ccompaniced with this very ſingular advantages That it turns 
even the ſphere of bufincſs into 2 feb ov! of infirufiion z and rendes the rault ordinary abs 
jects a ſet of monitors, ever ſoliciting our regard, becauſe ever preſent to our ſenſes,—Sq 
that, I believe, it may be faid of this amiable method, in which our LoD conveyed; as 
well as of that perverful energy, which attended Wis deftrines, I hat never mem [fake like 


this Man. — The Larve approaching, he reminds his diſciples of a far more important 


harveſt, John iv. 45. Matt. xiii. 39. when Tmortal beings frat be reaped from the 
grave, and gathered in from all the quarters of the earth : when every human creature ſhall 
ſuſtain the character of valuable beat, or deſpicable fares; and accordingly be lodged in 


© manſions of everlaſting ſecurity, or conſigned over to the rage of vnquenchable fire.—In his 


charge to Fiſhermen, when they are commencing preachers, Matt. iv. 19. he exhorts 
them, conformably to the nature of their late occupation, to uſe the ſame affiduity and 
addreſs in winning ſouls, as they were wont to exerciſe in catching the finny prey.—-For 
the farther illuſtration of this no leſs uſeful, than curious ſubject, I would refer my reader 
to a valvable note, in Sir Iſaac Newton's Obſervations on the Prophecies; p. 148. 4to 


editiofl. | 
Q: the 


viii | PRE en. 


the reader may learn his duty, from his very pleaſures—may gather 
<viſdom, mingled with virtue, from the moſt refined entertainments, 
and nobleſt delights. | 1 
The Evening, drawing her ſables over the world, and gently dark- 
ening into night, is a ſeaſon peculiarly proper for ſedate conſidera- 
tion. All circumſtances concur, to huſh our paſſions, and ſoothe our 
cares; to tempt our ſteps abroad, and prompt our thoughts to ſerious 
reflection. | 
| ben is the time, | 
For thoſe, whom Wiſdom, and whom Nature charm, 
To ſteal themſelves from the degen'rate crowd, 
And ſoar above this little fcene of things; 
To tread low-thoughted vice beneath their feet; 


To ſoothe the throbbing paſſions into peacez 
And woo lone Quiet in her ſilent walks“. 


The favour I would ſolicit for the i of the following on 
tions, is, That it may be permitted to attend, in ſuch retired and 
. contemplative excurſions. To attend, if not under the character of 
a friend; atleaſt, in the humble capacity of a ſervant, or a page :—as a 

| ſervant, to open the door of meditation, and remove every impedi- 

' ment to thoſe beſt exerciſes of the mind; which blend advantage with 
amuſement, and im prove, while they delight :—as a page, to gather 

| up the unſtable, fluctuating train of Fancy; and collect her fickle. 
| powers into a conſiſtent, regular, and uſeful habit of thinking. 

The other, converſant among the farry regions, would lead the ima- 
gination through thoſe beautifol tracts of unclouded azure; and point 
out to the judgment ſome of thoſe aſtoniſhing particulars, which ſo 

eminently ſignalize the celeſtial worlds. A proſpect this, to which 
curioſity attracts our eyes, and to which Scripture itſelf often directs 
our ſtudy. A proſpe& beyond all others moſt excellently calculated, 
to inlarge the ſoul, and ennoble it's conceptions; —to give the grandeſt 
apprehenſions of the Everlaſting GOD, and create ſentiments of becom- 
ing ſuperiority, with relation to all tranſitory intereſt; —in a word, to 11 
| Furniſh Faith with the ſureſt foundation, for a ſteady affiance, and ST | 
| true magnanimity of ſpirit; to afford Piety the ſtrongeſt motives, both 
for a lively gratitude, and profound veneration. | 
While Galilzo lifts his tube, and diſcovers the prodigious magnitude 
of thoſe radiant orbs ;—while Newton meaſures their amazing diftances, 
and unites the whole ſyſtem, in harmonious order, by the f abtle influ. 
ences of attraction :—[ would only, like the herald before that illuſtri- 
ous Hebrew; proclaim at every turn, © Bow the knee, and adore the 
© Almighty Maker, magnify his eternal name, and make his praiſe, 
* like all his works, 70 be glorious.? ” 


. * Tons, Autumn, I. 973. + Gene xli, 43. 
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XICHT 18 FAIR VIRTUE'S IMMEMORIAL FRIEND: 


THE CONSCIOUS MOON, THROUGH EVERY DISTANT AGE; 
HAS HELD A LAMP TO WISDOM, *; ; 
NiGnT-THovocurs, N* V. 


E O N r 


Delightful Evening Walk; the unmoleſted Enjoyment of ſuch Pleaſures, 
owing to our late 2 over the Rebels — The ſetting Sun Twilight; 
it's Uſefulneſs ; ſerious Conſideration The dewy Coolneſs; it's beneficial In- 
fluence on Nature; Returns of Solitude equally uſeful to Man— Angels our 
Spectators; GOD ever preſent; comfortable Improvement of this Truth 
The Day ended; the Swiftneſs, the Shortneſs of Time; the Work to be done 
while it laſtsz to ſquander it away, the moſt deſtrutive Extravagance—The 
profound Silence—Univerſal Ceſſation of Buſineſs—The Variations of Nature, 
pleaſing and advantageous—Darknefſs ; the obliging Manner of it's taking Place; 
wild Beaſts of the Deſart, and Savages in human Shape, make Uſe of this Op- 
portunity—Darkneſs renders the leaſt Spark viſible; yet ſteals from our Sight all 
the lovely Diſtinctions of Things—Sleep; it's chearing Nature; the Gift of 
Heaven; fine Preparatives for it's Approach; the Kindneſs of Providence in 
guarding our Slumbers— Dreams; their unaccountable Oddneſs; many Peo- 
ples waking Thoughts, no leſs chimerical—A very ſingular, and very happy 
Circumſtance, attending Sleep and Dreams —Ghoſts; our unreaſonable Ti- 
morouſneſs on this Occaſion; the true Object of Fear; the Reality and Deſign 
of Apparitions, deducted from a Paſſage in Job— The Owl; it's gloomy Diſ- 
poſition; unkoly Perſons incapable of reliſhing the Delights of Heaven—Owl 
| ſcreaming, ſuppoſed to he a Token of Death; the many real Preſages of this 
great Change; due Preparation pointed out, and preſſed— The Nightingale; her 
charming Song; entertains the Lovers of Retirement; how to have a ſweeter 
Melody m our own Breaſts—The very different Circumſtances of Mankind, 
particularly of the Gay, and the AfMifted : Addrefs to the Devotees of Mirth 
and N 7; Wnckay Glow-worm, and Ignis Fatuus; the Pleaſures of the 
World, and Powers of unenlightened Reafon=—A Comet; imagined to be the 
orerunner of Judgments ; Licentiouſneſs abounding in a Nation, a much more 
formidable Omen; the Diſtemper among the Cattle—Northern Lights ; the 
Panic they occaſion z the general Conflagration=The Moon riſing; brightens 
as ſhe advances ; ſuch ſhould be our moral Conduct Moon opens a majeſtic 
Scene; how worthy our Admiration—Moon, a moſt ſerviceable Appendage to 
our Globe - Moon, ſhines with derivative Light; Chriſtians receive their All 
from their Saviour—Moon always varying; the Things of this World liable 
to perpetyal Viciſſitudes; our own Righteouſneſs unequal and imperfe&, our 
Redeemer's complete, and always the — under an Eclipſe; gazed at 
by Multitudes; the Faults of eminent Perſons ſeldom eſcape Obſervation Moon 
reflected by the Ocean; the Virtues of Perſons, in diſtinguiſhed Stations, in- 
fluential on others—Moon a&uates the Sea; the everlaſting Joys of Heaven at- 
tract and refine the Affections—Prayer, a reaſonable Service; Praiſe, a delight- 
ful Duty; with devout RecolleRions proper for the Night, 


CONTEM. 


|| | 


CONTEMPLATIONS 
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HE buſineſs of the day diſpatched, 

and the ſultry heats abated, in- 

vited me to the recreation of a walk. A 

walk, in one of the fireft e of the 

country ; and in one of the molt plea ani 

evenings, which the ſummer - ſeaſon pro- 
duced. | 

The limes and elms, uniting their 
branches over my head, formed a wer- 
dant canopy, and eaſt a moſt refreſhing 
ſhade. Under my feet lay a carpet of 
Nature's velvet; graſs intermingled with 
moſs, and embroidered with flowers. 
2 in conjunction with wood- 

ines, twined round the trees; diſplay- 
ing their artleſs beauties to the eye, aud 
diffuſing their delicious 2 through 
the air. On either ſide, the boughs, 
rounded into a ſet of regular arches, open- 
ed a view into the ant fields, and pre- 
ſented me with a Rm of the bending 
ſkies. The little birds, all joyous and 
grateful for the favours of the light, were 

aying their acknowledgments in a tri- 
Mite of r and foothing themſelves 
to reſt with ſongs. 
horn, from a neighbouring ſeat, ſent it's 
melodious accents, ſoftened by thelength 
of their paſſage, to complete the concert 
of the grove. 

Roving in this agreeable manner, m 
thoughts were exerciſed on a ſubjeR, fil 
more agreeable than tlie ſeaſon, or the 
{cene, I mean, our late /igna/ victory, 
over the united forces of inteſtine treaſon, 
and foreign invaſion, A victory, _— 
pours joy through the preſent age, an 
will tranſmit it's influence to genera- 


While a French 


tions yet unborn.— Are not all the bleſs 


ſings, which can endear ſociety, or ren- 


der life itſelf deſirable, centered in out 
preſent happy conſtitution, and auſpi- 
cious government? Were they not alk 
ſtruck at, by that impious and horrid 
blow, meditated at Rome; leyelled by 
France; and ſeconded by factious ſpirits 
at home? Who then can be ſufficiently 
thankful, for the gracious interpoſition 
of Providence; which has not only avert- 
ed the impending ruin, but turned it 
with aggravated confuſion, on the au- 
thors of our troubles ? 
Methinks, eyery thing valuable, which 
I poſſeſs; every thing charming, which L 
behold ; conſpire to enhance this ever- 
memorable event, To this it is owing, 
that I can ramble unmoleſted along the 
vale of private life, and taſte all the in- 
nocent ſatisfactions of a contemplative 
retirement. — Had Rebellion “ ſucceeded 


in her deteſtable deſigns; inſtead of walk 


ing with ſecurity and complacence in 
theſe flowery paths, I might have met 
the aſſaſſin with his dagger; or have been 
pbliged to abandon my habitation, and 
embrace the rock for a ſhelter.'—Fare- 
wel then, ye fragrant ſhades; ſeats of 
meditation, and calm repoſe! I ſhould 
have been driven from your loved re- 
treats, to make way for ſome barbarous, 
ſome inſulting viftor, —Farewel then, ye 
pleaſing toils, and wholeſome amuſe- 
ments of my rural hours! I ſhould no 
more have reared the tender flower to 
the ſun; no more have taught the eſpa- 
lier to expand her boughs; nor have 


®* Referring to the rebe!lion, ſet on foot in the year 1745.-Which, for ſe veral months, 
made a very alarming progreſs in the north—hut was happily extinguiſhed by the glorioug, 


and geciſire victory at Culloden, 


| frtcho 
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fetched, any — * — — kitchen- 
en, the pureſt ſupplies of health. 

112 Rebellion ceded in her de- 
teſtable deſigns; inſtead of being regaled 
with the muſic of the woods, I might have 
en alarmed with the ſound of the trum - 

„ and all dhe thunder of war. In- 
ſtead of being entertained with this beau - 
#ful landſcape, I might have beheld our 
houſes ranſacked, and our villages plun- 
dered; I might have beheld our fenced 
cities encompaſſed with armies, and our 
fruitful fields © cloathed with deſolation* 
or have been ſhocked with the more 
frightfal images, of © garments rolled 
zin blood, and of a ruffian's blade 
xeeking from a brother's heart. Inſtead 
gx Peace, with her chearing olives, ſhel- 
tering our abodes; inſtead of Juſtice, 
with, her impartial ſcale, ſecuring our 


goods; Perſecution had brandiſhed her 


* 


fvord, and Slavery clanked her chains, 


Nor are theſe miſeries imaginary only , 


or the creatures of a gruundleſs panic, 
There are, in a neighbouring kingdom, 
who very lately experienced them in all 
their rigour *. And, if the ares rave 
fpirit of Popery, hatl forced itſelf into 
gur church; if an abjured Pretender, had 
gut his way to our throne; we could 
have no reaſon to expect a mitigation of 
zherr ſeverity, on our behalf.— But, ſup- 
poling the tender mercies of a. bigotted 

to have been ſomewhat leſs 


uſurper, 
A Where, alas! would have been 


the enconragement to cultivate our little 
ion; or what pleaſurę could arilg, 
rom an improved ſpot ; if both the ane 


and the other lay every moment, at the 


mercy of lavule power? This imbit. 


- gering circumſtance would ſpoil their re- 


ih ; and by rendering them a precarious, 


would render them a joyleſs acquiſition, 
In vain, might the vine ſpread her 
purple cluſters; in vain, be laviſn of her 


generous juices; if Tyranny, like a rave - 


Bous harpy, ſhould be always hovering 
peer the bowl, and ready to ſnatch it 


from the lip of Induſtry, or to wreſt it 


From the hand of Liberty. _ | 
Liberty, that deareſt of names; and 
Property, that beſt of charters; give an 


additional, an inexpreſſible charm, to 


every delightful obje&t,—See, how the 


tion, form a beautiful multiplicit 


CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE NIGHT, 


declining ſun has beautified the aueſfern 
clouds ; arrayed them in crimſon, 
and ſkirted them. with gold. Such a 
refinement of our domeſtic bliſs, is pro- 
perty'3 ſuch an improvement of our pub- 
ic privileges, is liberty.— When "the 
tamp of day ſhall withdraw his beams, 
there will ſtill zemain the fame collec- 
tion of floating vapours; but. O! how. 
changed, how gloomy ! The carnation- 
ſtreaks are faded; the golden edgings are 
wore away; and all the lovely tinges are 
loſt, in a leadem: coloured louring ſadneſs, 
Such would he theaſpeR, of all theſe ſcenes 
of beauty, and all theſe abodes of plea- 
ſure; if expoſed continually to the ca- 
price of arbitrary ſway, or held in a ſtate 
of abject and cringing dependence. 
The ſun has almoſt finiſhed his daily 
race, and haſtens to the goal. He de- 
ſcends lower and lower; till his chariot- 
wheels ſeem to hover on the utmoſt verge 
of the ſky, What is ſomewhat remark- 
able, the orb of light, upon the point of 
ſetting, grows conſiderably broader. The 
ſhadows of objects, juſt before they be- 
come blended in undiſtinguiſhable dark - 
neſs, are exceedingly lengthened f. Like 
bleiſings, little prized, while paſſeſſed: 
but highly eſteemed, the very inſtant 
they are preparing for their flight : bit- 
terly regretted, when once they are gone, 
and to be ſeen no more. | 
The radiant globe is, now, half-im- 
merſed beneath the duſky earth. Or, as 
the ancient poets ſpeak, is thooting into 
the ocean, and ſinks in the. weſtern ſea, 
And could I view the /ea, at this junc- 
ture, it would yield a moſt amuſing 
and curious ſpectacle, The rays, ſtrik- 
ing horizontally ox the liquid element, 
give it the appearance of floating glaſs ; 
or, reflected in many a different 2 
0 
colours. A ſtranger, as he walks along 
the ſandy beach; and loſt in penſive at; 
tention, liſtens to the murmurings of the 
reſtleſs flood; is agreeably alarmed b 
the gay decorations of the ſurface. With | 
entertainment, and with wonder, he ſees 
the curling waves, here gliſtening with 
white, there glowing with purple; in one 
place, wearing an azure tincture; in 


another, glancing a caſt of undulating 


1 5 (51 =» | 112 is ©. 2 1. = 

* See a pamphlet intitled, P:pery always the ſuame.— Which contains a narrative of 

the perſecutions, and ſevere hardihips lately ſuffered by the Proteſtants, in the ſouthern 

parts of France; and cloſes with a moſt ſeaſonable, alarming, and ſpirited addreſs to th 
»babitants of Great Britain. Printed 1746. Price 8d. | | 


4... Þ+ Mojrreſque cadunt altis de mantibus umbræ. 


| Vino, 
green j 


—— 


r 


[7 
* 
| 
** 


has impoſed ſilence on his pipe. 


cooing mournfully through the 


found in modern poetry. 
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z in the whole, exhibiting a piece 


of fluid ſcenery, that may vie with yonder 
enfil tapeſtries, though wrought in the 
— and tinged with the dyes of hea- 
ven. | 
While I am tranſported by fancy to 


the ſhores of the ocean, the great lumi- 


nary is ſunk beneath the horizon, and 


totally diſappears. The whole face of 
the ground is overſpread wiltz ſhades; or 
with, what one of the fineſt painters of 
nature calls a dun obſcurity. Only a few 
very ſuperior eminences are tipt with 
ſtreaming ſilver. The tops of groves, 
and lofty towers, catch the laft ſmiles of 
day“; are ſtill irradiated by the depart- 
ing beams. — But, Ol how tranſient is 
the diſtinction! how momentary the gift! 
Like all the bleſſings, which mortals en- 
joy below, it is gone, almoſt as ſoon as 
granted. See] how languiſhingly it trem- 
bles on the leafy ſpire; and glimmers, 
with a dying faintneſs, on the moun- 
tain's brow. The little vivacity, that 
remains, decays every moment. It can 
no longer hold it's ſtation. While I 
ſpeak, 1t expires; and reſigns the world 
to the gradual approaches of night. 


Now twilight grey 
Has in her ſober liv'ry all things clad 4. 


Every object, a little while ago, glar- 
ed with light; but now, all appears un- 
der a more qualified luſtre. The ani- 
mals harmonize with the inſenſible crea- 


tion; and what was gay in thoſe, as 


well as glittering in this, gives place to 
an univerſal gravity. In the meadovrs, 
all was jocund and ſportive: but now 
the gameſome lambs, are grown _ 
of their frolicks; and the tired ſhepherd, 
| In the 
branches, all was ſprightlineſs and ſong : 


but now the lively green, is wrapt in the 
deſcending glooms ; and no tuneful airs 


are heard, only the plaintive ſtockdove, 
ove.— 
Should I now be vain and trifling, the 
heavens and the earth would rebuke m 

unſeaſonable levity. Therefore, be theſs 
moments devoted to thoughts, Pats as 
the cloſing day; ſolemn, as the face of 
things. And, indeed, however my ſo- 


ca} hours are enlivened with innocent 


pleaſantry; let every evening, in her 
ſable habit, toll the hell to ſerious con- 
ſideration. Nothing can be more proper, 
for a perſon who walks on the borders 
of eternity, and is haſting continually 
to his final audit; nothing more proper, 
than daily to flip away from the circle of 
amuſements, and frequently to relinquiſh 
the hurry of buſineſs, in order to conſi- 
der and adjuſt the things that belong 
© to his peace.” 4 
Since the ſun is departed, from whence 
can it proceed, that I am not involv- 
ed in pitchy darkneſs? Whence theſe 
remainders of diminiſhed brightneſs 2 
Which, though ſcarcely forming a re- 
fulgence, ſoften and ſoothe the horrors of 
night. I ſce not the ſhining ruler, yet 
am cheared with a real, though faint 
communication of his ſplendor.— Does 
he remember us, 1n his progreſs through 
other chmes? Does he ſend adetachment 
of his rays, to eſcort us during his per- 
{onal abſence; or to cover (if I may uſe 
the military term) our retreat from the 
ſcene of action? Has he bequeathed us 


a dividend of his beams, ſufficient to 


render our circumſtances eaſy, and our 
ſituation agreeable? Till fleep pours it's 
ſoft oppreſſion on the organs of ſenſe ; 
till ſleep fuſper.ds all the operations of. 
our hands; and intirely ſuperſedes an 
farther occaſion for the light. 5 
No: it is ill- judged and unreaſonable, - 
to aſcribe this beneficent conduct to the 
ſun. Not unto him; not unto him; 
but unto his Almigbty Maker, we are 
obliged, for this pleaſing attendant, this 
valuable legacy. The gracious Author 
of our being, has ſo diſpoſed the collec- 
tion of circumambient air, as to make 
it productive of this fine and wonderful 
effect. The ſun- beams, falling on the 
higher parts of the atrial fluid, inſtead 
of paſſing on in ſtraight lines, are bent in- 
wards and conducted to our fight. Their 
natural courſe is over- ruled, and they 
are bidden to wheel about; on purpoſe 
to favour us with a welcome and ſalu- 
tary viſit.— By which means, the bleſ- 
ſing of light, and the ſeaſon of buſineſs, 
are conſiderably prolonged. And, what 
is a very endearing circumſtance, pro- 
longed moſt conſiderably; when the ve- 
hement heats of ſummer, incline the 


See this remarkable appearance delicately deſcribed, and wrought into a compariſon, 
which, in my opinion, is one of the moſt juſt, beautiful, and noble pieces of imagery, to be 


N1caT ThovGHTs, Ne Il. p. 42, 4to edit. 
F MIV To Par, Left, B. IV. I. 598. 
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fiudent to poſtpone his walk, till the tem- 
perate evening prevails; when the im- 

rtant labours of the harveſt, call the 
— abroad, before the day is 
fully riſen. | | 

After all the ardors of the ſultry day, 
how reviving is this coolreſs !/—This 
gives new verdure to the fading plants; 
new vivacity to the witheripg flowers 
and a more exquiſite fragrance to their 


mingled ſcents.— By this, the air alſo 


receives a new force, and is qualified to 
exert itſelf with greater activity. Qua- 
tified to brace our limbs; to heave our 
lungs; and co-operate, with a briſker 
impulſe, in perpetuating the circulation 
of our blood. —This I might call the 

rand alembic of nature; which diſtils 

r moſt ſovereign cor2ial, the refreſhing 
deus. Inceſlant heat, would rob us of 
their beneficial agency; and oblige them 


to evaporate, in imperceptible exhala- 


tions. Turbulent winds, or even the 
gentler motions of Aurora's fan, would 
diſſipate the riſing vapours, and not ſuf- 


fer them to form a coalition. But, fa- 


voured by the ſtilneſs, and condenſed by 
tlie coolneſs of the night; they unite in 
pearly drops, and create that finely tem- 


pered humidity, which chears the vege- 


table world, as fleep exhilarates the ani - 
mal. . 


Not unlike to theſe, are the advan- 


tages of ſolitude, The world is a trou- 
bted ocean; and who can ere&t fable: 
purpoſes, on it's fluctuating waves? The 
World is a ſchool of wrong; and who 


does not feel himſelf warping, to it's 


pernicious influences“? On this ſea of 
glaſs , how inſenſibly we flide from 
our own ſtedfaſtneſs!] Some ſacred truth, 
which was ſtruck in lively characters on 
our ſouls, is obſcured, if not oblitera- 
ted. Some worthy reſolution, which 


Heaven had wrought in our breaſts, is 


ſhaken, if not overthrown, Some in- 
ticing vanity, which we had ſolemnly 
renobnced, again practiſes it's wiles, 
and again captivates our affections. Ho- 
often has an unwary glance, kindled u 
fever of irregular deſire in our hearts? 
How oftenhas a word of applauſe, dropt 
luſcious poiſon into our ears; or ſome 


chiſreſpeckful expreſſion, raiſed a guſt of 


Nurguam a turba mores, guos extuli, refero. Aliguid, ex es quod cempeſui, tur batur: 
_aliquid;. ex hirque fugavi, redn. Inimica eſt multorum converſutio. Sie. 


ſſion in our boſoms? Our innocenee 
18 of ſo tender a conſtitution, that it ſuf- 


fers in the promiſcuous crowd. Our 


purity is of ſo delicate a complexion, that 
it ſcarce touches on the world, without 
contracting a ſtain. We ſee, we hear, 
with peril. | f 

But here Safety dwells. Every med- 
dling and intruſive avocation is ſecluded, 
Silence holds the door againſt the ſtrife of 
tongues, and all the impertinencies of 
idle converſation, The buſy ſwarm of 
vain images, and cajoling temptations ; 


_ which beſet us, with a buzzing impor- 


tunity, amidſt the gateties of life; are 


chaſed by theſe thickening ſhades. —Here 


I may, without diſturbance, commune 
with my own heart; and learn that beſt 
of ſciences, to knoww myſelf, Here, the 
foul may rally her diſſipated powers, 
and grace recover it's native energy. 
This is the opportunity, to rectify every 
evil impreſſion; to expel the porſon, and 
guard againſt the contagion, of corrupt- 
ing examples. This is the place, where 
I may, with advantage, apply myſelf 
to ſubdue the rebel avithin; and be ma- 
ſter, not of a ſceptre, but of myſelf. 
Throng then, ye ambitious, the levees 
of the powerful; I will be punctual in 
my aſſignations with Solitude, To a 
mind intent upon it's own improvement, 
Solitude has charms incomparably more 
engaging, than the entertainments pre- 


ſented in the theatre; or the hozours con- 


ferred in the drawing- room. 

J faid, Solitude, =<Am I then @- 
lone? Tis true, my acquaintance ar 
at a diſtance. I have ſtole away from 
company, and am remote from all Hu- 
mamobſervation.— But that is an alarm- 
ing thought | q 


Millions of ſpiritealcreatures walk the earth, 


Unjeer, both when we wake, and when we 


ſleep *. 


Perhaps, there may be numbers of 


thoſe iniſible beings, patroling this ſame 
retreat; and joining with me, in contem- 
plating the Creator's works. Perhaps. 
thoſe mniſtring ſpirits, who rejoice at the! 
converſion of a ſinner, and hold up the 
goings of the righteous, may follow us 
to the lonely receſs; and, even in our 


- 


Rev. XV. 2. 
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moſt ſolitary moments, be our conſtant 
atiendants.— What a pleaſing awe 1s 
awakened, by ſuch a reflection! How 
venerable it renders my retired walks ! 
I am ſtruck with reverence, as under the 
roof of ſome ſacred edifice; or in the pre- 
ſence-chamber of ſome mighty monarch. 
—O! may I never bring any pride of 
imagination, nor indulge the leaſt diſſo- 
lute affection; where ſuch refined and 
exalted intelligences exerciſe their watch! 
; *Tis poſſible, that I am encompaſſed 
with ſuch a cloud of witneſſes; but it is 
certain, that Gop, the infinite eternal 
God, is now and ever with me. The great 


JEHOVAH, before whom all the angelic 


armies bow their heads, and veil their 
faces, ſurrounds me; ſupports me; per- 
vades me. In Him I hve, move, and 
© have my being.'—The whole world 
ts his auguſt temple; and in the moſt ſe- 
queſtered corner, I appear before his 
adorable Majeſty, no leſs than when TI 
worſhip in his houſe, or kneel at his al- 
tar. In every place, therefore, let me 
pay him the homage of a heart, cleanſed 
from 1dols, and devoted to his ſervice. 
In every circumſtance, let me feel no 
ambition, but to pleaſe Him; nor covet 
any happineſs, but to enjoy Him. 

How ſublime is the deſcription, and 
how ſtriking the ſentiment, in that noble 
paſſage of the Pſalms! © Whither ſhall I go 
from thy ſpirit,orwhither ſhall Iflee from 
© thyprelence?” If Iclimb up into the heights 
of — Thou art there inthroned in 
light. If I go down to the depths of the 
grave, Thou art there alſo in thy pavilion 
of darkneſs. If I retire to the remoteſt 
eaſtern climes, where the morning firſt 
takes wing : if, ſwifter than the darting 
ray, I paſs to the oppoſite regions of the 
welt, and remain in the uttermoſt parts of 
the ſea* : ſhall I, in hat diſtant ſitua- 
tion, be beyond thy reach; or, by zhzs 
fudden tranſition, eſcape thy notice! So 
far from it; that could I, with one glance 
of thought, tranſport myſelf beyond all 
the bounds of creation; I ſhould (till be 
incircled with the immenſity of thy eſ- 
ſence; or rather, ſtill be incloſed in the 
hollow of thy hand. —Awful yet delight- 
ful truth! Let it beinterwoven with every 
thought! and become one with the very 


conſciouſneſs of my exiſtence! That 1 
may continually walk with GOD; and 
conduct myſelf, in every ſtep of my be- 
haviour, as ſeezng HIM that is inwui- 
« fable.” | | 

They are the happy perſons; felicity, 
true felicity, is all their 02vn; who live 
under an habitual ſenſe of Gop's omni. 
preſence, and a ſweet perſuaſion of his 
fpecial love. If dangers threaten, their 
impregnable Defence is at hand. Nothing 
can be fo near to terrify, as their Al- 
mighty Guardian to ſecure them. To 
theſe, the hours can never be fedious; and 
it is impoſſible, for them, to be alone. Do 
they ſtep aſide from the occupations of 
animal life? A more exalted ſet of em- 
ployments engage their attention. Th 
addreſs themſelves, in all the various 
acts of devotion, to their heavenly Father 
who now ſees in ſecret, and will hereaf- 
ter reward them openly. They ſpread all 
their wants, before his indulgent eyez 
and diſburden all their ſorrows, into Ls 
compaſſionate boſom.— Do they with - 
draw from human ſociety? They find 


themſelves under the more immediate 


regards of their Maker. If they reſign 
the ſatisfactions of ſocial intercourſe; it 
is to cultivate a correſpondence with the 
condeſcending Dir x, and taſte the 
pleaſures of Divine friendſhip.ä— What 
is ſuch a fate, but the very ſuburbs of 
heaven? What is ſuch a conduct, but 
an antepaſt of eternal bleſſedneſs? 

Now, my ſoul, the day is ended. The 
hours are all fled. They are fled to the 
ſupreme Judge, and have given in their 
evidence. An evidence, regiſtered in 
heaven ! and to be produced, at the great 
audit.— Happy They! whoſe improve- 
ment has kept pace with the fleeting mi- 
nutes. Who 3 ſerzed che important 
fugitives, and engaged them in the pur- 
ſuit of awi/dom, or . them to the 


ſervice of vixtue. 


Fugitives indeed they are. Our mo- 
ments ſlip away ſilently and inſenſib ly. 
The thief ſteals not more unperceived 
from the pillaged houſe.— And will the 
runagates never ſtop? No: wherever 
we are, however employed, Time pur- 
ſues his inceſſant courſe. Though we 
are liſtleſs and dilatory ; the great mea - 


* Pſal. cxxxix. 7, 8, 9. There is, I think, an additional ſtrength and beauty in the 
thought; if, with the learned Mr. Mudge, we ſuppoſe an Antitbeſis between the twe 
clauſes of the laſt verſe, as there evidently is between thoſe of the preceding; and that they 
expreſs, in a poetical ſtile, the extremities of the Eaſt and the Welt, | b 
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15 
furer of our days preſſes on; {till preſſes 
on, in his unwearied career *; and 
whirls our weeks, and months, and 
wn away. -s it not then ſurpriſingly 


range, to hear people complain of the 
zediouſneſs of their time, and how heavy 


* 


it hangs uponſtheir hands? To fee them 


contrive a variety of amuſing artifices, 
to accelerate it's flight, and get rid of 
it's burden?—Ah! thoughtleſs mortals! 
Why need you urge the headlong tor- 
rent? Your days are ſwifter than a poff; 
which, carrying diſpatches of the laſt 
Importance, with unremitted ſpeed ſcours 
the road. They paſs away like the nim- 
ble ſhips; which have the wind in their 
wings, and ſkim along the watry plain. 
They haften to their deſtined period, with 
the rapidity of an eagle; which leaves 
the ſtormy blaſt behind her, while ſhe 
cleaves the air, and darts upon her prey. 

Now the day is gone, how fhort it ap- 
pears! When my fond eye beheld it in 
perſpefive, it ſeemed a very contiderable 
ſpace. Minutes, crowded upon minutes; 
and hours, ranged behind hours; exhi- 
bited an extenſive draught, and flattered 
me with a long progreſſion of pleaſures. 
But, upon a retroſpefive view, how 
wonderfully is the ſcene altered! The 
landſcape, large and ſpacious, which a 
warm fancy drew; brought to the teſt 
of cool experience, jhrinks into a ſpan, 
Juſt as the ſhores vaniſh, and mountains 
dwindle to a ſpot ; when the ſailor, ſur- 
rounded by ſkies and ocean, throws his 
laſt look on his nativeland.—How clear] 
do I now diſcover the cheat! May it 
never impoſe upon my unwary imagi- 
nation, again !, I find, there 1s nothing 
abiding on this fide eternity, A lung 
duration, in a ſtate of finite exiſtence, is 
mere illuſion. 

Perhaps, the healthy, and the gay, 
may not readily credit the ſerious truth; 
eſpecially from a young pen, and new to 
it's em Let us then refer ourſelves 
to the x 7 IM of the antient. Aſk ſome 
venerable old perſon, who 1s juſt march- 
ing off the mortal ftage : How many 
have been the days of the years of thy 


* Sed fugit interea, fugit irreparabile tempus. 


- + Je lr. 25, 26. 


CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE NIGHT: 


« life?" Tt was amonarch's queſtion; and 
therefore can want no recommendation, 
to the faſhionable world. —Obſerve how 
he ſhakes his hoary locks, and from a 
deep-felt conviction replies; * Fourſcore 
© years have finiſhed their rounds, to 
furrow theſe cheeks, and cloath this 
head in ſnow. Such a term may ſeem 
long and large, to inconſiderate youth. 
But O! how ſhort, how ſcanty, to 
one that has made the experiment! 
Short, as a gleam of tranſient ſunſhine; 
ſcanty, as the ſhadow that departeth. 
Methinks, it was but yeſterday, that 
I exchanged my childiſh ſports, for 
manly exerciſes; and now, I am re- 
ſigning them both, for the ſleep of 
death. As ſoon as we are born, we 
begin to draw to our end; and how 
ſmall 1s the interval, between the cra- 
© Ale and the tomb!'—O! may we be- 
lieve this teſtimony of mature age! May 
every evening bring it, with clearer evi- 
dence, to our minds ! And may we form 
ſuch an eſtimate of the little pittance, 
while it is upon the advancing hand, as 
ve ſhall certainly make, when the ſands 
are all run down ! | 

Let me add one reflection on the <vork 
to be done, while this ſhuttle is flying 
through the loom. A work of no ſmall 
difficulty, yet of the utmoſt conſequence! 
—Haſt thou not ſeen, haſt thou not 
known, the excellent of the earth; who 
were livingimages of their Maker? His 
divine likeneſs was transfuſed into their 
hearts, and beamed forth in all their con- 
duct. Beamed forth in meekneſs of wiſ- 
dom, and purity of affection; in all the 
tender offices of love, and all the noble 
efforts of zeal. To be ſtampt with the 


* 


/ d 


ſame beautiful ſignature, and to be fol- 


lowers of them, as they were of CHRIST; 
this, this is thy bujineſs. On the ac- 
compliſhment of this, thy eternal all de- 
nds. And, will an affair of ſuch un- 
ſpeakable weight, admit of a moment's 
delay, or conſiſt with the leaſt remiflneſs? 
—Eſpecially, ſince much of thy ap- 
pointed time is already elapſed; and the 
remainder is all uncertainiy, fave only 


VIR c. 


By theſe three very expreſſive images, the inſpired poet repreſents 


the unintermitted and rapid flight of time. The paſſage is illuſtrated with great judgment, 
and equal delicacy, in Dr. Grey's moſt ingenious abridgment of Schultens.—2Qug tribug 


in elementis velociſſima, hic admirabili cum emphaſi congeruntur. 


In terris, nil pern icius cur- 


fore, et quidem læti quid ferente. Rapidius tamen adbuc undas, nen ſecant, ſed ſupervo- 
lant, navigiola papyro contexta. O mnium rapidiſſime acrem grandibus alis permetitur aquilay 


precipiti lapſu ruers in predem, 
e * 


Sen. xlvii. 8. 
{| © My days are ſwifter than a weaver's ſhuttle.“ Job vii. 6. 
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that it is in the very act to fly.— Or ſu 

poſe, thou hadſt made a covenant with the 
grave, and waſt aſſured of reaching the 
age of Methuſelah; how ſoon would 
even ſuch a leaſe expire! Extend it, if 
you pleaſe, ſtill farther, and let it be co- 


exiſtent with Nature itſelf, How incon- 


ſiderable is the addition! For, yet a 
very little while, and the commiſſioned 
Archangel lifts up his hand to heaven, 
and {wears by the Almighty Name, That 
time ſhall be uo longer *. Then, '@buſed 
opportunities, will never return; and 
neo opportunities, will never more be of- 
fered. Then, ſhould negligent mortals 
wiſh—wiſh ever io paſſionately for a 
few hours—a few moments only—to be 
thrown back from the opening eternity; 
thouſands of worlds would not be able to 


pProcure the grant, 


Shall I, now, be induftrious to ſhorten, 
what 1s no longer than a ſpan; or to 
quicken the pace of what 1s ever on the 
wing? Shall I ſquander away what is 


 unutterably important, while it laſts; and, 


when once departed, is altogether irre- 
wocable! O! my ſoul, forbear the folly; 
forbear the deſperate extravagance. Wilt 
thou chide as a loiterer, the arrow that 
boundeth from the ſtring; or ſweep a 
diamonds, as the refuſe of thy houſe ?— 
Throw time away! Aſtoniſhing, ruinous, 
irreparable profuſeneſs! Throw empires 
ys and be blameleſs. But O! be 
parſimonious of thy days; huſband th 
recious hours. They go connected, 
indiſſolubly connected, with heaven or 
hell +. Improved, they are a ſure pledge 
of everlaſting glory; waſted, they are a 
ſad preface to neyer-ending confuſion - 
and anguiſh, | | 
What a profound filence has compoſed 
the world! So profound is the filence, 
that my very breath ſeems a noiſe; the 
ticking of my watch is diſtinctly heard; 
if I do but ſtir, it creates a diſturbance. 
There is, now, none of that confuſed 
din, from the tumultuous city: no voice 


* This alludes to the beginning of Revelations the xth; which, abſtracted from it's ſpi- 


ritual meaning, and copfidered only as a ſtately piece of machinery, well deſerves our atten- 
tion; and, I will venture to ſay, has not it's ſuperior, perhaps not it's equal, in any of the 
molt celebrated maſters of Greece and Rome, All that is gloomy or beautiful in the atmo- 
ſphere, all that is ſtriking or magnificent in every element, is taken to heighten the idea. 
Yet nothing is diſproportionate 3 but an unjform air of ineffable majeſty greatens, exalts, 
ennobles the whole. Be pleaſed to obſerve the aſpect of this auguſt Perſonage. All the 
brightneſs of the ſun, ſhines in his countenance; and all the rage of the fire, burns in his 
feet. See his appareil. The clouds compoſe his robe, and the drapery of the ſky floats 
upon his ſhoulders. The rainbow forms his diadem; and that which © compaſſeth the 

© heaven with a glorious circle, is the ornament of his head.—Behold his attitude. One 
foot ftands on the ocean, the other reſts on the land. The wide extended earth, and the 
world of waters, ſerve as pedeſtals for thoſe mighty columns. —Confider the act ion- His 
hand is lifted up to the height of the ſtars, He ſpeaks; and the regions of the firmament 
echo with the mighty accents, as the midnight deſart reſounds with the lion's roar. The 
artillery of the ſkies is diſcharged at the ſignal; a peal of ſevenfold thunder ſpreads the 
alarm; and prepares the univerſe to receive his orders. To finiſh all; and give the higheſt 
grandeur, as well as the utmoſt ſolemnity, to the repreſentation z hear the decree that iſſues 
from his mouth, He ſwears by HIM that liveth for ever and ever. In whatever man- 
ner, ſo majeſtic a Perſon had expreſſed himſelf ; he could not fail of commanding univerſal 
attention. But when he confirms his ſpeech, by a moſt ſacred and inviolable oath; we are 
not only wrapt in filent ſuſpenſe, but overwhelmed with the profoundeſt awe. —He ſwears, 
That time ſhall be no longer. Was ever voice ſo full of terror; ſo big with wonder? It 
proclaims, not the fall of empires, but the final period of things. It ſtrikes off the wheels 
of nature; bids ages and generations ceaſe to roll; and with one potent word, conſigns a 
whole world over to diſſolution.— This is one among a multitude of very ſublime and ma- 
ferly ſtrokes, to be found in that too much neglected book—the BIBLZ. 

+ I remember to have ſeen upon a ſun-dial in a phyſician's garden at Northampton, the 
following inſcription; which, I think, is the moſt proper motto for the inſtrument, that 
meaſures our time; and the moſt ſlriking admonition, that can poſſibly be preſented to every 
eye. 

5 AB HOC MOMENT0O PENDET &TERNITAS, | 


The weighty ſenſe of which, I know not how to expreſs in Engliſh, more happily than in 
thoſe words of Dr. Watts; , | 


Good God! on what a ſlender thread 
[ Or, on what a moment of time} 
Hang everlaſting things! 


18 


of jovial ruſtics, from the neighbouring 
meadow : no chirping melody from the 


ſhady thicket, Every lip is ſealed. Not 
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import; Awake, and e that 
« dwell in duſt*,” - W 
What a general ceſſation of affairs, has 


the leaſt whiſper, invades the air; nor the this duſky hour introduced! A little 
leaſt motion, ruſtles among the boughs, while ago, all was hurry, hurry. ' Life 
Echo herſelf ſleeps unmoleſted. The ex and activity exerted them ſelves in a thou- 
panded ear, though all attention, catches ſand buſy forms. The city ſwarmed, 
no ſound, but the liquid lapſe of a diſtant with ile and repaſſing multitudes, 
murmuring ſtream. All the country was ſweat and duft. 


All things are huſh'd, as nature's ſelf lay dead. The air floated in perpetual agitation, 


by 1 birds, and humming bees. 
If, in the midſt of this deep and uni- Art 


Jo prog with her piercing eyes; 
verſal compoſure, ten thouſand bellow- _ while Induſtry plied her reſtleſs hands. 
ing thunders thould burſt over my head ; But ſee; how all this fervent, and im- 
and rend theſkies,with theirunited vollies; petuous buſtle, is fled with the ſetting 
how ſhould I bear ſo unexpefed a ſhock? fun, The beaſts are ſlunk, to their graffy 
It would ſtun my ſenſes, and confound couch; and the winged people are re- 
my thoughts. I ſhould ſhudder in every tired, to their downy neſts. The ham- 
limb; perhaps, fink to the earth with mer has reſigned it's ſounding taſk, and 
terror. Conſider then, O mortals! con- the file ceaſes to repeat it's flying touches. 
ſider the much more prodigious and ama Shut is the well-frequented ſhop, and it's 
ing call, which will, ere long, alarm your threſhold no longer worn by the feet of 
fleeping bones. When the tenants of numerous cuſtomers. The village-fwain 
the tomb have ſlumbered, in the moſt un- hes drowned in ſlumbers; and even his 
diſturbed repoſe, for a multitude of ages; truſty dog, who, for a conſiderable time 
what an inconceivable conſternation muſt ſtood centry at the door, is extended at 
the ſhout of the Archarget, and the trump his eaſe, and ſnores with his maſter, 
of Gop, occaſion! Will it not wound In every place Toil reclines her head, and 
the ear of the ungodly ; and affright; even Application folds her arms. All intereſts 
to diſtraction, the impenitent ſinner? ſeem to be forgot; all purſuits are ſu- 
The ſtupendous peal will found through ſpended; all employment is funk away; 
the vaſt of heaven; will ſhake the foun- ſunk away with thoſe fluttering m 15 4 
dations of nature; and pierce even the which lately ſported in the ſun's depart- 
deepeſt receſſes of the grave. And how ing rays.— Tis like the Sabbath of uni- 
—O! how will the priſoners of Divine verſal nature; or as though the pulſe of 
Juſtice, be able to endure that tremen- life ſtood ſtill. | 


dous ſummons, to a far more tremen- 
dous tribunal?—Do thou, my ſoul, liſten 
to the fill vice of the Goſpel. Attend, 
in this thy day, to the” gracious invita- 


Thus will it be, with our infinitely 
momentous concerns; when once the 
ſhadows of the evening, (that long even- 
ing. which follows the footſteps of death!) 


tions of thy Saviour. Then, ſhall that 
great midnight cry loſe it's horror, and 
be miiſic in thy ears. It ſhall be wel- 
come to thy reviving clay, as the tid- 
ings of liberty, to the dungeon captive; 
as the year of jubilee to the haraſſed 
ſlave. This, this ſhall be it's charming 


are ſtretebed over us, The dead cannot 
ſeek unto Gop; the living, the living 
alone, are poſſeſſed of this ineſtimable 
opportunity . There is no work or 
© device, no repentance or amendment 
in the grave 4, whither we are all 
© halting,” When once that clo/ong ſce 


1S 
* Iſa. xxvi. 19. | "Ia : 
+ © Behold! Now is the accepted time. Behold! Now is the day of ſalvation.” 2 Cor. vie 2. 
HFaſte, haſte, helies in wait, he's at the door, 
Infidious Death ! Should his ſtrong hand arreſt, 
No compoſition ſets the pris'ner free. 


tT They who are gone down to the grave, are repreſented (Iſa. xxxviii. 11.) by the phraſe, 
au 50N-—rendered by Vitringa, T boſe that inbabit the land of intermiſſicn or ceſſation. Which 
prevents all appearance of tautology in the ſentence; and is, I think, à valuable improvement of 
the tranſlation; as it conveys an idea, not only diſtin from the preceding, but of a very poe- 
tical and very afflicting nature; ſuch as was perfectly natural for the Royal Singer, and 
Royal Sufferer to dwell upon, in his deſponding moments. Thus interpreted, the ſenſe will 
run; I. Hall fee man no more; I ſhell be cutoff from the cheurful ways of men, and - the 
25 ö . 8 6 zweets 
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is advanced, we ſhall have no other part 
to act on this earthly theatre. Then, the 
ſluggard, who has flumbered away life 
in a criminal inactivity, muſt lie down 
in hopeleſs diftreſs, and everlaſting ſor- 
row. Then, that awful doom will take 
place. He that 1s holy, let him be holy 
« ſtill; and he that is filthy, let him be 
© filthy. for ever. 

Is it ſo, my ſoul? Is this the only, 
only timt allotted, for obtaining the great 
reward, and making thy ſalvation ſure ? 
And art thou lulled in a waz ſecurity; or 
dreaming in a ſupine inadwertencqy! Start, 
O! ſtart from thy trance. Gird up the 
loins of thy mind, and work while it 1s 
day. Improve the preſent ſeed-time, that 
eternity may yield a jeyful harveſt, — 
We eipecially, who are watchmen in 
Iſrael, and miniſters of the glorious 
Goſpel; may wwe be awakened, by this 
b ne to all afſiduity in our holy 
office. Some or other of our people, are 
ever and anon departing into the invi- 
ſible ſtate; all our friends, are making 
inceſſant approaches to their long home; 


and we our/ekver, ſhall very ſhortly be 


2 to the confinement of the 
tomb. This is the favourable juncture, 
wherein alone we can contribute to their 
endleſs welfare. This is the criſis, the 
all- important criſis, of their final feli- 
city. Inſtantly, therefore, let us * in 
our wholeſome inſtructions; inſtantly, 
let us ply them with our earneſt exhor- 
tations. A moment's delay, may be an 
irreparable loſs; may be irretrievable 
ruin. While we procraſtinate, a fatal 
ſtroke may intervene; and place us, be- 
yond the power of adminiſtering; or 
place them, beyond all poſſibility of re- 
ceiving, any ſpiritual goodd e. 
How frequently is the face of nature 
changed! and, by changing, made more 
aereeable! The long-continued glitter 
the day, renders the ſoothing ſhades 
of the evening doubly welcome. Nor 
does the morn'ever purple the eaſt with 


„ 
ſo engaging a luſtre, as after the glootn 
of a dark and diſmal night. —At pre- 
ſent, a calm of tranquillity is ſpread 
through the univerſe. The weary winds 
have forgot to blow. The gentle gales 
have fanned themſelves aſleep. Not ſo 
much as a ſingle leaf nods. Even 
the quivering aſpin reſts, And not onde 
breath curls ver the ftream.—Some- 
times, on the contrary, the tempeſt ſum- 
mons all the forces of the air; and pours 
itſelf, with reſiſtleſs fury, from the an 
north. The whole atmoſphere is toffel 
into tumultuous confuſion, and the watry 
world 1s heaved to the clouds. The 
aſtoniſhed mariner, and his ſtraining veſ- 
ſel, now ſcale the rolling mountain, and 
hang dreadfully viſible on the broken 
ſurge: now ſhoot, with head-long im- 
petuohty, into the yawning gulf; and 
neither hulk, nor maſt, 1s ſeen. The 
ſtorm ſweeps over the continent : raves 
along the city-ſtreets : ſtruggles through 
the foreſt-boughs; and terrifies the ſa- 
vage nations with a howl, more wildl 
horrid than their own. The knotty oaks 
bend before the blaſt; their iron trunks 
groan ;, and their ſtubborn limbs are 
daſhed to the ground. The lofty dome 
rocks; and even the fold tower totters 
on it's baſis. 

Such variations are kindly contrived, 
and with an evident condeſcenſion to the 
fickleneſs of our taſte. Becauſe, a per- 
petual repetition of the ſame objects, 
would create ſatiety, and diſguſt; there- 
fore, the indulgent Father of our race has 
diverſified the univerſal ſcene, and bid 
every appearance bring with it the charm 
of novelty.— This circumſtance is bene- 
ficial, as well as entertaining. Provi- 


- dence, ever gracious to mortals; ever 


intent upon promoting our felicity; has 
taken care to mingle, in the conſtitution 
of things, what is pleaſing to our ima- 

ination, with what is ſerviceable to our 
intereſts. The piercing winds, and rug- 
ged aſpect of winter, render the balmy 


6 '{weets of human ſociety. And, what is a farther aggravation of the threatened ſtroke, I 
c Pall, by it's taking place, be numbered with thoſe, that inherit the land of ceſſation and 
© inaEivity> Where there will be no more poſſibility of contributing to the happineſs of 
6 my kingdom; no more opportunity of advancing my Creator's glory; or of making my 
© own final ſalvation ſure. A ſentiment like this, is grand, important, and full of bene- 


volence 


the monatch's character. | 


moves all ſuſpicion of unbecoming uſillanimity, and does the higheſt bongur to 


* The caſe, repreſented by the prophet (1 Kings xx. 40.) ſeems perfectly applicable on 


this occaſion. 


© As thy ſervant was buſy here and there, he was gone.“ 


So, While we are 


either remiſs in our function, or laying-ourſelves out upon inferior cares, the people of our 
charge may be gone: —gone beyond the influence of our counſels; beyond dhe reach of our - 


rares: — Bone into the unchangeablt and eternal Rate, 


— 


gales, 
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gales, and flowery ſcenes of ſpring, pe- 
culiarly delightful. At the ſame time, 


the keen froſts mellow the ſoil, and pre- 
pare it for the hand of induſtry. The 
ruſhing rains impregnate the glebe, and 
fit it to become a magazine of plenty. 
The earth is a great laboratory; and De- 
cember's cold collects the groſs materials, 


vrhich are ſublimated by the refining 


warmth of May. The air 1s a pure 
elaſtic fluid; and were it always to re- 
main in this motionleſs ſerenity, it would 
loſe much of it's active ſpring; was it never 
agitated by thoſe wholſome concuſſions, it 
would contract a noiſome, perhaps, a 
peſtilential taint, In which caſes, our 
reſpiration, inſtead of purifying, would 
corrupt the vital juices ; inſtead of ſup- 
plying us with refreſhment, would be a 
urce of diſeaſes ; or every gaſp we draw, 
might be unavoidable death *.—How 
then ſhould we admire, how ſhould we 
adore, that happy union of benignity 
and wiſdom ;z which, from a variety of 
difpenſations, produces an uniformity of 
d! Produces a perpetual ſucceſſion 
of delights, and an. uninterrupted ſeries 


of advantages 


The darkneſs is now at it's height; 


and I cannot but admire the obliging 


manner of it's taking place. It comes 
not with a blunt and abrupt incivility, 
but makesgentle and reſpectful advances. 
A precipitate tranſition, from the ſplen- 
dors of day, to all the horrors of mid- 
night, would be inconvenient and fright- 
ful. It would bewilder the traveller in 


his journey; it would ſtrike the creation 


with amazemetit; and, perhaps, be per- 
nicious to the organs of fight. There- 
fore the gloom ruſhes not upon us in- 
ſtantaneouſly, but increaſes by flow de- 
grees; and, ſending Euilight before as 
it's harbinger, decently advertiſes us of 


it's approach. By this means, we are 
neither alarmed, nor incommodated, by 
the change; but are able to take all ſuit- 
able and timely meaſures, for it's recep- 
tion. Thus graciouſly has Providence 
regulated, not only the grand viciſſitudes 
of the ſeaſons, but alſo the common inter- 
changes of light and darkneſs, with an 
apparent reference to our comfort. 
Now, the fierce inhabitants of the fo- 
reft forſake their dens. A thouſand. 
grim forms, - a thouſand growling mon- 
ſters, pace the deſart. Death is in their 
jaws, while ſtung with hunger, and 
athirſt for blood, they roam their nightly 
rounds.Unfortunate the fraweller who 
is overtaken by the night, in thoſe diſ- 
mal wilds! How — he ſtand aghaſt, 
at the mingled yell of ravenous throats, 
and lions roaring after their prey ! De- 
tend him, propitious Heaven ! or elſe he 
muſt ſee his endearing ſpouſe, and hail 
his native home, no more Now, th 
prowling wolf, like a murderous ruf- 
fian, dogs the ſhepherd's footſteps, and 
beſets_ his bleating charge. The fox, 
like a crafty felon, ſteals to the thatched 
cottage, and carries off the feathered 
booty. „ | 
Happy for the world, were theſe the 
only deſtroyers that walk in darkneſs. 
But, alas! there are ſavages in human 
ſhape; who, muffled in ſhades, infeſt the 
abodes of civilized life. The ſors of wig- 
lence make choice of this ſeaſon , to 
perpetrate the moſt outrageous acts of 
wrong and robbery. 'The adulterer 
waiteth for the twilight; and, baſer than 
the villain on the highway, betrays the 
honour of his boſom-friend, Now, 
Faction forms her cloſe cabals, and whiſ- 
pers her traiterous infinuations. Now, 
Rebellion plans her accurſed plots, and 
prepares the train to blow a nation into 


Conſidering the immenſe quantity of coals, and other combuſtible materials, which 


are daily conſumed, and evaporate into the air. 


Conſidering the numberleſs teams, and 


clouds bf ſmoke, which almoſt continually overwhelm populous cities; - the noiſome exha- 
lations, which ariſe from thronged infirmaries, and loathſome jayls; from ſtagnating lakes, 
and putrid fens;—the variety of offenſive and unwholeſome effluvia, which proceed from 
other cauſes; it is a very remarkable inftance of a Providence, at once tenderly kind, and 
infinitely powerful, that mankind is not ſuffocated with ſtench; that the air is not choaked. 
with filth. — The air is the common ſexver, into which ten thouſand times ten thouſand nui- 
fances are inceſſantly diſchargee; yet it is preſerved ſo thoroughly clear, as to afford the 
moſt tranſparent medium for viſion; ſo delicately undulatory, as to tranſmit, with all ima- 


ginable diſtinctneſs, every diverſity of found; fo 
of the fluids, in every animal that breathes. 


—— When night 


ferfectiy pure, as to be the conſtant reſiner 


' Darkens the ſtreets, then wander forth the ſons 


Of Belial, flown with inſolence and wine. 


Mirren. 


a 


— 
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ruin. Now crimes, which hide their 
edious heads in the day, haunt the ſeats of 
ſociety, and ſtalk through the gloom with 
audacious front. Now, the vermin of 
the flewws crawl from their lurking holes, 
to wallow in fin, and ſpread contagion 
through the night. Each ſoothing him- 
ſelf with the fond notion, that all is 
ſafe; that no eye ſees. _ 

Are: they then concealed ? Prepoſte- 
rous madmen ! To draw the curtain be- 
tween their infamops practices, and a 


little ſet of mortals; but lay them open, 


to all theſe chaſte and wakeful eyes of 
Heaven *! As though the moon and 
ſtars were made, to 1 men to their 
revels, and not to GOD.—Are they 
then concealed? No, truly. Was every 
one of theſe vigilant luminaries cloſed; 
an eye keener than the lightning's flaſh, 
an eye brighter than ten thouſand ſuns, 
beholds their every motion. Their 
thickeſt ſhades are beaming day , to 
the jealous Inſpector, andfupreme Judge 


of human actions. Deluded creatures! 


have ye not heard, have ye not read, 
That clouds and darkneſs are HIS ma- 
c jeltic reſidence ? In that very gloom, 


to which you fly for covert, he erects his 


throne. What you reckon yaur /creen, 
is the bar of his tribunal. O! remem- 
ber this! Stand in awe, and fin not. 
Remember, that the great and terrible 


_ Gon #45 about your path\|, when. you 


take your midnight range; is about your 
bed, when you indulge the looſe deſire; 
and ſpies out all your ways, be they ever 


_ - oo ſecretly conducted, or artfully diſ- 
guifed, - | 


* ed nc videt, ſed Adera teftex 


Intendunt oculos. \ 


4 


4 1 


Some minutes ago, a paſſenger croſſed 
along the road. His horle's 150 ſtruck 
the ground, and fetched fire from a flint. 
My eye, though at a diſtance, catched 
the view; and ſaw, with great clearneſs, 
the tranſient ſparkles: of which, had I 
been ever ſo near, I ſhould not have diſ- 


cerned the leaſt glimpſe, under the blaze 


of day.— 80 &, when ſickneſs has drawn 
a weil over the gaiety of our hearts; 
when misfortunes have cclipſed the ſplen- 
dor of our outward circumſtances ; how 
many important conwictions preſent theme 
ſelves, with the brighteſt evidence! Un- 
der the ſunſhine 7 proſperity, they lay 
undiſcovered; but, when ſome inter- 
vening cloud has darkened the ſcene, 
they emerge from their obſcurity, and 
even glitter upon our minds. Then, the 
World, that deluſive cheat, confeſſes her 
emptineſs : but JE sus, the bright and 
Morning- ſtar, beams forth with inimi- 
table luſtre. Then, Vice loſes all her 
fallacious allurements; that painted 
ſtrumpet is horrible, as the hags of hell: 
but Virtue, deſpiſed virtue, gains love- 
lineſs from a louring Providence, and 
treads the ſhades with more than mortal 
charms.— May this reconcile me, and 
all the ſons of Sorrow, to our appointed 
ſhare of ſuffering! If tribulation tend to 
diſſipate the inward darkneſs, and pour 
heavenly dew upon our minds; welcome 
diſtreſs ; welcome diſappointment; wel- 
come whatever our troward fleſh, or 
peeviſh 3 would miſcal calami- 
ties. Theſe light affliftions, which are 


but for a moment, ſhall fit eaſy upon our 


ſpirits ; ſince they befriend our know+ 


This is finely, and very forcibly, expreſſed by the Pſalmiſt: © IF I ſay, Peradventure 
© the darkneſs ſhall cover me; then ſhall my night be turned to day.* Or, as it may be 
rendered ſomewhat more emphatically, Even the night ſhall be bread daylight all around me. 
Pſal. cxxxix. 10. , I | 1 
| 1 Pſal. xcvii. 2. | 

The original words are much ftronger than the tranſlation. - M and wan ſignify, 
Thou þfteft my path, and art intimately acquainted with all my ways. The former, I ap- 
prehend, denoting the exact cognizance, which the Almighty taketh; the latter implying the 
conſtant inſpection, which he exerciſeth; over all the ciccumitances of our conduct. Pſal, 
CXXXIxX. 2. ' g | ; 
8 II beg leave to inform the young gentleman, whoſe name dignifies my Dedication; that 
tbis was a remark of his honoured father, when we rode together, and converſed in a duſky 
evening. I mention this circumſtance, partly, to ſecure the paragraph from contempt 3 


partly, to give him, and the world, an idea of that eminently ſexious taſte, which diſtin- 


guiſhed my deceaſed friend. The 7s obvious the reflection. the more clearly it diſcovers a 


turn of mind, remarkably ſpiritual z which would ſuffer nothing to eſcape, without yielding 


ſome religious improvement. The meaner the incident, the more admirable was that fer- 


tility of imagination; which could deduce the ſublimeſt truths, from the mot trivial oc- 
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ledge; promote our faith; and fo, work 
© out tor us, a far more exceeding and 
© eternal weight of glory “*. 

How has this darkneſs ſnatched every 
folendid and graceful obje& from my 
git! It has daſhed the ſponge over the 
pictures of Spring, and deſtroyed all the 
delicate diſtinctions of things. Where 
are now the fine tinges, which ſo lately 
charmed me from the glowing parterre? 
The bluſh is ſtruck out, from the cheeks 
of the roſe; and the ſnowy hue, 1s dropt 
from the lily. I caſt my eyes toward a 
magnificent ſeat; but the aſpiring co- 
lumn, and fair-expanded front, are 
mingled in rude confuſion. Without 
the fun, all the elegance of the blooming 
world, is a mere blank; all the ſymmetry 
of architecture, is a /hapeleſs heap. 

Is not this an expreſſive emblem of 
the lovelineſs, which the Sum of Righteouſ- 
meſs transfuſes into all that is amiable ? 
Was it not for JEsUs, and his merits, I 
ſhould figh with anguiſh of ſpirit; even 
- while I rove through ranks of the moſt 
beautiful flowers, or breathe amidſt a 
wilderneſs of ſweets, Was it not for 
Jesus, and his merits; I ſhould roam 
ke ſome diſconſolate ſpectre, even through 
the ſmiles of creation, and the careſſes of 
Fortune. My converſation in this world, 
though dreſſed in the moſt engaging 
forms of external pleaſure, would be like 
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the paſſage of a condemned malęfactor, 
through enamelled meadows, and bow+ 
ers of bliſs, to be hroke upon the wheel, 
or to expire on the rack. But a dail 
reflection, on the Lams's atoning blood; 
a comfortable truſt, that my ſoul is re- 
conciled through this divine expiation 
this 1s the ray, the golden ray, which ir- 
radiates the face of the univerſe, This 
is the oil of beauty, which makes all 
things wear a chearful aſpect; and the 
oil of gladneſs, which diſpoſes the ſpec- 
tator to behold them with delight +, 
This, this 1s the ſecret charm, which 
teaches Nature, in all her proſpects and 
all her productions, ſo exquiſitely ta 
pleaſe. 

© Man goeth forth to his work, and 
© to his labour, till the evening.“ But 
then his ſtrength fails; his ſpirits flag 
and he ſtands in need, not only of ſome 
reſpite from toil, but of ſom: kindly and 
ſovereign refreſhments, —What an ad- 
mirable proviſion for this purpoſe is 
ſleep ! Sleep introduces a moſt welcome 
vacation, both fbr the ſoul and body. 
The exerciſes of the brain, and the la- 
bours of the hand, are at once diſcon- 
tinued. So that the weary limbs re- 
pair their exhauſted vigour ; while the 
penfiue thoughts drop their load of ſor- 
rows, and the h ones reſt from the fa. 
tigue of application. Maſt reviving 


* 2 Cor, iv. 17. The great Stephens, that oracle of Grecian learning, tranſlates nab 


uTegoonnv , Quo nibil majus dici aut fingi p*teſt. 


Byt, how does the ſenſe riſe ! How is the 


idea inlarged, under tos ſuch forcible expreſſions! xa#* umegeonnv se urge . The whole 
verſe is a maſter-piece of the beautiful antizbefis, the lively deſcription, and the nervous 


diction. 


It is one of thoſe exquiſite paſſages in the inſpired writings; which, like ſome 


rich aromatic plants, cannot be transferred from their own generous and native foil, with- | 
out being impaired in their vivacity, and loſing much of their delicacy. Perhaps the fol- 
lowing verſion may be ſomewhat leſs injurious to the ſacred original, than the common 
tranſlation z= Our wery light afflictian, which is but juſt for the priſent moment, worketh out 
4 far more exceeding, an incomparably great, and eternal weight of glory, r 

+. Thus applied, that fine piece of flattery, addreſſed to the Heathen emperor, is ſtrictly 


And literally 74e. 


| Fultus ubi tur: 
Aﬀul t f#pulo, | Kubo it dies, 


Et ſoles melius nitent. 


Honk Ar. 


Which I would caſt in a Chriſtian mould, and thus tranſlates 


: When Faith preſents the Saviour's death, 
5 And whiſpers, © This is thine;' 
Sweetly my rifing hours advance, 
And peacefully decline. 


While ſuch my views, the radiant ſun 
Sheds a more ſprightly ray; 
Each object ſmiles; all nature charms ; 


1 ing my cares away. 
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Sordial ! Equally beneficial to our ani- 
mal and intellectual powers. It 1 9 
the fleſhly machine, and keeps all it's 
nice movements in a proper poſture for 
eaſy play. It animates the thinking fa- 
culties with freſh alacrity, and rekindles 
their ardor for the ſtudies of the dawn. 
Without theſe enlivening recruits, how 
ſoon would the moſt robuſt conſtitution, 
be waſted into a walking ſteleton; and the 
moſt learned ſage, degenerate into ahoa 
idiot Some time ago, I beheld, with 
ſurprize, poor Florio. His air was 
wild ; his countenance meagre; his 
thoughts roving, and ſpeech diſconcert- 
ed. Inquiring the cauſe of this ſtrange 
alteration, I was informed, that, for ſe- 
veral nights, he had not cloſed his eyes 
in ſleep. For want of which noble re- 
foorative, that ſprightly youth, (who 
was once the life of the diſcourſe, and 
the darling of the company) is become 
a ſpectacle of miſery and horror. | 
How many of my fellow-creatures 
are, at this very inſtant, confined to the 
bed of languiſhing; and complaining, 
with that illuſtrious ſufferer of old, © wea- 
* riſame nights are appointed to me“! 
Inſtead of indulging ſoft repoſe, they are 
counting the tedious hours ; telling every 
ſtriking clock; or meaſuring the very 
moments by their throbbing pulſe. 
How many, haraſſed with pain, moſt 
paſſionately long to make ſome little 
truce with their agonies, in peaceful 
ſlumbers! How many, fick with di/- 
guietude, and reſtleſs even on their downy 
pillows, would purchaſe this tranſient 
oblivion of their woes, almoſt at any 
rate! — That, which wealth cannot pro- 


cure; which multitudes ſigh for in vain; 


thy Gop has beſtowed on thee, times out 
of number. The welcome wiſitant, 


punctual at the needed hour, has entered 
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thy chamber, and poured his poppies 
round thy couch. Has gently cloſed 
thy 1 and ſhed his flumberous 
dews over all thy ſenſes. | : 

Since ſleep is ſo abſolutely neceſſary; 
ſo ineſtimably valuable; oblerve what a 


fine apparatus Almighty Goodneſs has 


made, to accommodateus with the balmy 
bleſſing. With how kind a precautions 
He removes whatever might obſtruct it's 
acce;s, or impede it's influence! He 
draws around us the cx#tain of darkneſs, 
which inclines us to a drowſy indolence, 
and conceals every object, that might 
too ſtrongly agitate the ſenſe. He con- 
veys peace into our apartments; and im- 
poſes ſilence, on the whole creation, 
Every animal is bidden to tread ſoftly, 
or rather to ceaſe from it's motion, when 
man is retiring to his repoſe. —May we 
not diſcern, in this gracious diſpoſition of 
things, the tender cares of a 8 ; 
who huſhes every noiſe, and ſecludes every 
diſturbance, when ſhe has laid the child of 
her love to reſt? $0, by ſuch ſoothing cir- 
cumſtances, and gently-working opiates, 
HE giweth to his beloved, fleept. 
Another ſignal inftance of a Providence 
intent upon our welfare, is, that we are 
preſerved /afe in the hours of ſlumber. 


Ho are we then loſt to all apprehenſion 


of danger ; even though the murderer bs 
at our bed-fſide, or his naked ſword at 
our breaſt! Deſtitute of all concern for 
ourſelves, we are unable to thizk of, much 
more to provide for, our own ſecurity. 
At theſe moments, therefore, we lie 
open to innumerable perils: perils, from, 
the reſiſtleſs rage of flames: perils, from 
the inſidious artifices of thieves, or the 
outrageous violence of robbers: perils, 
from the irregular workings t of our 
on thoughts, and eſpecially from the 


incurſions of our ſpiritual enemy. 


What 


8 5 * Job vii. 3. Pſal. cxxvii. 2. | 

1 I think, it is referable only to a ſuperintending, and watchful Providence, that we 
are not hurried into the moſ perniciaus ations, when our imagination is heated, and our 
reaſon ſtupified by dreams. — We have ſometimes heard of unfortunate perſons, who, walk- 
ing in their ſleep, have thrown themſelves headlong from a window, and been daſhed to 
death on the pebbles. And whence is it, that ſuch diſaſtrous accidents are only related 
as pieces of news, not experienced by ourſelves, or our families? Were qu minds more ſo- 
ber in their operations, or more circumſpect in their regards? No, verily ; nothing could 
be more wild, than their excurſions ; and nane could be more inattentive to their own wel- 
fare. Therefore, if «ve hae laid us down, and ſlept in peace; it was, becauſe the LORD 
vouchſafed us the ſweet refreſhment : if =ve roſe again in ſafety ; it was, becauſe the 
LORD ſuſtained vs with his unremitted protection. | . 

Will the candid reader excuſe me, if I add a ſhort ſtory; or rather a matter of fack, 
ſuſtable to the preceding remark ?— Two perſons, who had been hunting together in the 
day, flept together the following night. One of them was renewing the purſuit in his 
artam; and, having run the whole circle of the chace, came - laſt, to the fall of the _ 

'S pv 
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What dreadful miſchief might that 


| reſtleſs, that implacable Adwverſary of 


mankind work; was there not an inviſible 
hand to controul his rage, and protect 
poor mortals ! What ſcenes of horror 
might he repreſent to'our imaginations, 
and * ſcare us with dreams, or terrify us 


© with viſions “!“ But the Keeper of 


Tirael, who never flumbers nor _—_— 
interpoſes in our behalf ; at once to che- 
r1/h us under his wings, and to defend 
us as with a ſhield.AIt ts ſaid of Solomon, 
I hat threcſcore valiant men were about 


his bed; all expert in war; every one 


£ with his ſword upon his thigh, becauſe 
of fear in the night. But One greater 
than Solomon; One mightier than my- 


riads of armed hoſts ; even the great IE 


nova, in whom is everlaſting ſtrength; 
He vouchſafes to encamp about our houſes ; 
to watch over our ſleeping minutes, and 
to ſtop all the avenues of 1}l,—-O ! the 
unwearied and condeſcending goodneſs 
of our Creator! Who /zlls us to our reft, 
by bringing on the ſilent ſhades; and 
plants his own ever-watchful eye as our 
centincl, while we enjoy the needful re- 
oſe. 

Reaſon, now, reſigns her ſedate office; 

and Fancy, extravagant fancy, leads the 


mind through a maze of vanity, The 


head is crouded with falſe images, and 
tantalized with the moſt ridiculous miſ- 
apprehenſions of things. Some, are ex- 
patiating amidit fairy fields, and gather- 
mg gariands of 8 bliſs z while 
their bodies are ſtretched on a wiſp of 
ſtraw, and ſheltered by the cobwebs of 
a barn. Others, quite inſenſible of their 
rooms of ſtate, are mourning in a doleful 
dungeon, or ſtruggling with the raging 
billows. Perhaps, with haſty ſteps, they 
climb the craggy cliff; and, with real 
anxiety, fly from the imaginary 5 
Or elſe, benumbed with fudden fear, 
and finding themſelves unable to eſcape, 
they give up at once their hopes and their 


efforts; and, though reclined on a couch 
of ivory, are finking, all helpleſs and 
diſtreſſed, in the furious whirlpool. S0 
unaccountable are the vagaries of the 
brain, while ſleep maintains it's domi- 
nion over the limbs! 

But is this the only ſeaſon, when ab- 
ſurd incoherent irregularities play their 
magic on our minds? Are there not thoſt 
who dream, even in their waking mo- 
ments! — Some pride themſelves in a no- 
tion of ſuperior excellency, becauſe the 
royal favour has annexed a few ſplendid 
titles to their names; or becauſe the 
dying filkworm has bequeathed her fin- 
eſt threads, to cover their nakedneſs,— 
Others congratulate their own figna}! 
happineſs, becauſe loads of golden lum- 
ber are amaſled together in their coffers ; - 
or promiſe themſelves a moſt ſuperlative 


felicity indeed, when ſome thouſands 


more are added to the uſeleſs heap.— Nor 
are there wanting others, who gape after 
ſubſtantial ſatistaftion from airy ap- 

lauſe; and flatter themſelves with, I 

now not what, immortality m the mo- 
mentary buz of renown,—Are any of 
theſe a whit more reaſonable in their 
opinions, than the poor ragged wretch in 
his reveries; who, while ſnoring under 
a hedge, exults in the poſſeſſion of his 
ſtately palace, and ſumptuous furniture? 
If perſons, who are very vaſſals to 
their own dommeering paſſions, and led 
captive by numberleſs temptations : if 
theſe perſons pique themſelves with a 
conceit of their liberty, and fancy them- 
ſelves the generous and gallant ſpirits of 
the age: where is the difference between 
their's, and the madman's frenzy; who, 
though chained to the floor, is throned 
in thought, and wielding an imaginary 
ſceptre?— In a word, as many as bor- 
row their dignity from a plume of fea- 
thers, or the gaudy trappings of For- 
tune; as, many as ſend their ſouls to 


ſeck for bliſs in the blandiſhments of 


Upon this, he cries out with a determined ardour, I'll kill him: I'lt kill him: and im- 
mediately feels for the knife, which he carried in his pocket. His companion happening 
to be awake, and obſerving what paffed, leaped from the bed. Being ſecure from danger, 
and the moon ſhining into the room, he ſtood to view the event. When to his inex- 
pre ſſible ſurprize, the infatuated ſportſman gave ſeveral deadly ſtabs, in the very place, 
where, a moment before, the throat and the life of his friend lay.— This I mention, as a 
proof, that nothing hinders us, even from being aſſaſſins of others, or murderers of our - 
ſelves, amidſt the mad ſallies of ſleep ; only the preventing care of our heavenly Father. 

+ What a compleat maſter that malignant ſpirit is, in exhibiting wiſonary repreſenta-. 
tions, appears from his conduct towards Cnxr1sT, on the high mountain; and that he is 
too ready, if not reſtrained by an over-ruling Power, to employ his dexterity in aflifting 
mankind, is evident from his treatment of Job. See Luke iv. 5, Jeb vii. 14» ; 


+ Cant, iii. 7, 8. 


ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, or in any thing ſhort of the Di- quiſitely fine feelings, are overwhelmed 
vine favour, and a well- grounded hope vith an unaccountable ſtupefaction. You 
of the incorr uptible inheritance“; what call him a ſocial creature; but where are 
are they, but dreamers with their eyes his ſocial affections? He knows not the 
open; delirious, though in health ? father, that begat him; and takes no 
Would you ſee their picture, drawn notice of the friend, that is as his own 
to the very life; and the ſucceſs of their ſoul. The wife of his boſom may ex- 
ſchemes, calculated with the utmoſt pire by his ſide, and he lie more uncon- 
exactneſs; caſt your eye upon that fine cerned than a barbarian. The children 
repreſentation, exhibited by the pro- of his body, may be tortured with the 
phet :—* It ſhall be even as when a fevereſt pangs; and he, even in the ſame 
© hungry man dreameth, and behold, chamber, remain untouched with the 


© he eateth; but he awaketh, and his leaſt commiſeration.—BehoJd the moſt 

© ſoul is empty: or, as when a thirſty 7zzgemous ſcholar: whoſe judgment is 

© man dreameth, and behold he drink- piercing, and able to trace the moſt in- 

© eth; but he awaketh, and behold, he tricate difficulties of ſcience; his taſte 

© is faint, and his ſoul hath appetite f. refined, and quick to reliſh all the beau- 

Such is the race, and ſuch the prize of ties of ſentiment and compoſition. Yet, 

all thoſe candidates for honour and joy; at this juncture, the thinking faculties 

who run wide from the mark of the are unhinged, and the intellectual ceco- 

high calling of Gop, in CHRIST JE- nomy quite diſconcerted. Inſtead of 

' SUS. They live in vanity, and die in cloſe- connected reaſonings, nothing but 

4 woe,—Awaken us, merciful Lord, from a disjointed huddle of abſurd ideas: in- 

x theſe noon- tide trances! Awakenus, while ſtead of well-digetted principles, nothing 
conviction may turn to our advantage, but a diſorderly jumble of crude conce 

and not ſerve only to increaſe our torment. tions. The moſt palpable deluſions, 

O! let our © eyes be enlightened, to diſ- impoſe upon his imagination. The 

1 © cern the things that are excellent; whole night paſſes, and he frequently 

* and no longer be impoſed upon by fan- miſtakes it for a ſingle minute: is not 

1 taſtic appearances, which, however emp- ſenſible of the tranſition, hardly ſenſible 

915 they may ſeem, will prove more empty of any duration. 

than the viſions of the night, more fran- Yet, no ſooner does themorningdawn, 

W | fient than the dream. that is forgotten. and day-light enter the foom; but this 

Having mentioned ſleep and dreams, ſtrange inchantment vaniſhes. The man 

d let me once again conſider thoſe remark- awakes, and finds himſelf pad of all 


able incidents of our frame: ſo very re- the valuable endowments; which, for 
markable, that I may venture to call ſeveral] hours, were ſuſpended, or loit, 
them, a kind of experimental myſtery, His finews are braced, and fit for action. 
and little leſs than a ſtanding miracle. His ſenſes are alert and keen. The ro- 
Behold the moſt wigorous conflitution, mantic viſionary brightens into the maſter 
when ſtretched on the bed of eaſe, and of reaſon. The frozen or benumbed 
totally reſigned to the ſlumbers of the attections, melt with tenderneſs, and glow 
night. It's activity is oppreſſed with with benevolence, And, what is beyond 
fetters of indolence; it's ſtrength is con- meaſure furprizing, the intoxicated mind 
ſigned over to a temporary annihilation; works itſelf ſober, not by flow degrees; 
the nerves are like a bow unſtrung, and but, in the #2v:nk{zug of an eye, recovers 
the whole animal ſyſtem is like a mo- from it's perturbation.— Why does not 
tionleſs log.—Behold a perſon of the the ſtupor, which deadens all the nice 
moſt delicate ſenſations, and amiable diſ- operations of the animal powers, hold 
Fofitions. His eyes, though thrown wide faſt it's poſſeſſion? When the thoughts 
open, admit not the viſual ray; at leaſt, are once n 59s, why are they not 
diſtinguiſh not objects. His ears, with always in confuſion? How is it, that 
the organs unimpaired, and articulate they are rallied in a moment; and, from 
accents beating upon the drum, perceive the wildeſt irregularity, reduced to the 
not the ſound; at leatt, apprehend not moſt orderly array 2—F rom an inactivity, 
the meaning. The ſenſes, and their ex- reſembling death; how is the body fe 


* Theſe give a ſacred, and home-felt delight, 
A ſober certainty of waking blifs. MitToN's CoMus. | 
ha | +. iſa xxix. 8. \ 


ſuddenly 
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Hdenly reftored, to vigour and agility ? 
rom extravagancies, _— upon 
madnets; how is the underitanding in- 
ftantaneouſly re-eſtabliſhed, in ſedateneſs 
and harmony ?—Surely, * this 1s the 
« LorD's doing, and it ſhould be mar- 
© yellous in our eyes: ſhould awaken 
aur gratitude, and inſpirit our praiſe. 
This is the time, in which gheſts are 
fappoſed to make their appearance. 
Now, the fimorous imagination teems 
with phantoms, and creates numberleſs 
terrors to itſelf. Now, dreary forms, in 
fullen ſtate, ſtalk along the gloom; or, 
$wifter than lightning, glide acroſs the 
Hades. Now, voices more than mor- 
ral * are heard from the echoing vaults, 
and groans iſſue from the hollow tombs. 
Now, melancholy ſpectres viſit the ruins 
of ancient monaſteries, and frequent the 
folitary dwellings of the dead. They 
s and repaſs, in unſubſtantial images, 
along the forſaken galleries; or take their 
determined ſtand, over ſome lamented 
grave. —How often has the ſchool- boy 


Reichel a long circuit, and trudged many 


a needleſs ſtep, in order to avoid the 
haunted church-yard ? Or, if neceſſity, 


fad neceſſity, has obliged him to croſs | 


the {pot ; where human ſkulls are lodged 
below, and the baleful yewws ſhed ſuper- 


numerary horrors above; a thouſand 


hideous ſtories ruſh into his memory. 


Fear adds wings to his feet; he ſcarce 


touches the ground; dares not once look 
behind him; and bleſſes his good for- 
tune, if no frightful ſound purred at his 
heels, if no ghaſtly ſhape bolted upon his 


fight. 


Tis ſtrange, to obſerve the exceſſive 
timidity, which poſſeſſes many ours 
minds, on this fanciful occafion ; while 
they are void of all concern, on others 
of the moſt tremendous import. Thoſe, 
who are ſtartled, in any dark and lonely 
walk, at the very apprehenſion. of a ſingle 
ſo-ftrez are nevertheleſs unimpreſſed at 
the u proſpect, of entering into a whole 
worid of diſembodied bein 88. Nay, are 


without any emotions of awe, though 
they know themſelves to be haſtening in- 
to the preſence of the great, infinite, and 
eternal Spirit, —-Should ſome pale meſ- 
. from the regions of the dead, draw 
back our curtains at the hour of mid- 
night; and, appointing ſome particular 
lace, ſay, as the hortid apparition to 

rutus, Til meet thee there + : I believe, 
the boldeſt heart would feel ſomething 
like a panic; would ſeriouſly think up- 
on the adventure, and be in pain for the 
event. But, when avoice from heaven 
cries, in the awakening language of the 
prophet, © Prepare to meet : OD, O 
* Uraelf; how little is the warning re- 
garded ! How ſoon is it forgot! Prepo- 
ſerous ſtupidity! To be utterly uncon- 
eerned, where it is the trueſt wiſdom ts 
take the alarm; and to be ail trepida- 
tion, where there is nothing really ter- 
rible!—Do thou, my foul, remember 
thy Saviour's admonition ; © I will fore- 
© warn you whom you ſhall fear, Fear 
not theſe imaginary horrors of the 
night. But fear that awful Being; 
whole revelation of himſelf, though 
with expreſſions of peculiar mercy, 
made Moſes, his favourite ſervant, 
tremble exceedingly. Whoſe mani- 
feſtation, when he appears with pur- 
poſes of inexorable vengeance, will 
make migbiy conquerors; who were fa- 
miltar with dangers, and eſtranged to 
diſmay; call upon the mountains to 
fall on them, and the rocks to cover 
them. The menace of whoſe majeſtic 
eye, when He comes attended with 
thouſand thouſands of his immortal 
| hoſts, will make the very heavens cleave 
aſunder, and the earth flee away, 
O! dread Hts diſpleaſure; ſecure His 
favour, and then thou mayeſt commit 
all thy other anxieties to the wind. 
Thou mayeſt laugh at every other 
F fear.”-. | f 

This brings to my mind a memorable 
and amazing occurrence recorded in the 
book of Job |]. Whichis, I think, no in- 
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Vox guoque per lucos vulgo exaudita filentes 
Ingens, et ſimulacra modis pallentia miris 


Viſa ſub obſcurum noctis.— 


VinG. 


+. The ſtory of Brutus, and hk evil genius, is well known. Nor muſt it be denied, that 
the preciſe words of the ſpectre to the hero were, III meet thee at Philippi. But, as this 
would not anſwer my purpoſe; 1 was obliged to make an alteration, in the circumſtance of 


Place. 
| 1 Amos iv. 12. 


Job iv! 12, 14, &c. 


cConſidersble 
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eonſiderable proof of the real exiſtence of 
upparitions“, on ſome very extraordi- 
zary emergencies; while it diſcounte- 
nances thoſe legions of idle tales, which 
faperſtition has raiſed, and credulity re- 
cerved. Since it teaches us, that, if at 
any time, thoſe viſitants from the un- 
known world, render themſelves perceiv- 
able by mortals, it 1s not upon any er- 
rand of frivolous conſequence; but, to 
convey intelligences of the utmoſt moment, 
or to zwork impreſſions of the higheſt ad- 
vantage, | 
"Twas in the dead of night. All na- 


ture lay ſhrouded in darkneſs, 8 


creature was buried in ſleep. The mo 

profound ſilence reigned through the 
univerſe. In theſe ſolemn moments, 
Eliphaz alone, all waketu] and Aug: 
was muſing upon ſublime and heavenly 
fubjects.— When, lo! an awful being, 
from the inviſible realms, burſt into his 
apartment f. A ſpirit paſſed before his 
face. Aſtoniſhment ſeized the beholder. 
His bones ſhivered within him ; his fleſh 
trembled all over him; and the hair of 
his head ſtood ere& with horror. —$ud- 


den and unexpected, was the appearance 
of the PRO not ſuch it's departure, 
It flood fill, to preſent itſelf more fully 
to his view. It made a folemn pauſe, 
to prepare his mind for ſome momentous 
meſſage.— After which, a voice was 
heard. A voice, for the importance of 
it's meaning, worthy to be had in ever- 
laſting remembrance ; for the foiemaity 
of it's delivery, enovgh to alarm a heart 
of ſtone. It ſpoke; and this was the 
purport of it's words;—* Shall man, 
* frail man, be juſt before the mighty 
GOD? Shall even the mmf accompliſhed 
of mortals be pure in the fight of his . 
Maler? Behold, and conſider it at- 
tentively. He put no ſuch truft iu his 
moſt exalted ſerwants, as ſhould be- 
ſpeak them incapable of defect. Aud 
his very angels He charged with folly; 
as ſinking, even in the higheſt perfec- 
tion of their holinets, infinitely beneath 
his tranſcendent glories; as falling, 
even in all the fidelity of their abe- 
dience, inex preffibly ſhort of the ho- 
mage due to his adorable Majeſty. If 
angrlic natures mult not preſume to 
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a proof of the real exiſtence pf appari ins. If the ſenſe, in which I have always un- 
derſtood this paſſage, be true. —Eliphaz, I apprehend, was neither in a trance, nor in a 
dream, but perfectly awake. Though he {peaks of ſleep; he ſpeaks of it, as fallen not 
ppon himſelf, but upon other men- He does not mention dreams, though Mw ſormas 
would have ſuited the verſe (if the book be in metre) altogether as well as main wifi u. 
Alt could not ſurely be a wpind,-as ſome tranſlate the word g. Becauſe, the citcum- 
tance were. fill, is not ſo compatible with the nature of a wind; and a wind would 
have paſſed above him, all around him, as well as before him. Not to add, how low a re- 
mark it is, and how unworthy of a place in ſo auguſt a deſcription, that he could nat diſcern 
the form of a wind. It ſeems, therefore, to have been a real ſpirit; either angelica, as were 
thoſe, which preſented themſelves to Abraham reſting at the door of his tent, and to Lot 
fitting in the gate of Sodom; or elſe, the ſpirit of ſome departed faint, as in the caſe of 
Samuels apparition, or the famous appearance of Moſes and Elijah on che mount of tranſ- 
figuration.— A ſpirit, aſſuming ſome vehicle, in order to become viſible to the human eye. 
Which, accordingly, Eliphaz ſaw, exhibiting itſelf as an object of ſight, But ſaw ſo ob- 


. ſeurely and indiſtinctly, that he was not able, either to deſcribe it s aſp &, or to diſcern 


go bom it reſembled. | 

+ I have given this ſolemn picture a modern dreſs, rather for the fake of variety and 
illuſtration, than from any apprehenſion of improving the admirable original. Such an at. 
tempt, I am ſenſible, would be more abſurdly vain, than to lacquer gold, or paint the dia- 
mond. The deſcription, in Eliphaz's own language, is awful and affecting to the laſt de- 
gzree. A night-piece, dreſſed in all the circumſtances of the deepeſt horror. I queſtion, 
whether Shakeſpeare himſelf, though ſo peculiarly happy for his great command of terrify- 
ing images, has any thing ſuperior or comparahle to this. The judges of fine compoſition 
ſee the maſterly ſtrokes; and, I believe, the moſt ordinary reader feels them, chilling his 
blood, and awakening emotions of dread in his mind. 

There ſeems to be a ſignificant and beautiful gradation in the Hebrew words . and 
, which I have endeavoured to preſerve, by a ſort of paraphraſiic verſion. — The reacer 
will obſerve a new turn given to the ſentiment ; preferable, I think, to that which our Eng- 
liſh tranſlation exhibits. Not, Shall man be more juſt than GOD ? But, Shall man be juſt be- 
fore, or in the fight of GOD ? The paſſage, thus rendered, ſpeaks a truth incomparably 
more weighty, and needful to be inculcated, A truth, exactly parallel to that humbling 
confeſſion of the prophet, © We are all as an unclean thing;* and to that ſolemn declara- 


tion of the pſalmiſt, In thy fight ſhall no man living be jultived,” 9 


— 
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? juſtify, either themſelves, or their ſer- 
© yices, before uncreated Purity; how 
© much more abſurd is ſuch a notion, how 
© much more impious ſuch an attempt, 
© in them that dwell in houſes M clay; 
© whoſe original is from the duſt, and 
© zwhole ſtate is all imperfection !' 

I would obſerve from hence, the very 
ſingular neceſſity of that powerty of ſpirit, 
wich intirely rezownces it's own attain- 
ments; and moſt thankfully ſubmits to 
the righteouſneſs of the incarnate Gop. 
To inculcate this leffon, the Son of the 


Bleſſed came down from heaven; and 


preſſed no other principle, with ſo re- 

ted * an jmportunity, on his hearers. 
To inſtil the fame doctrine, the HoLyY 
GuosT touched the lips of the apoſtles 
with ſacred eloquence; and made it an 
eminent part of their commiſhon, to 
© demoliſh every high imagination.” 
Thatno expedient might be wanting, ta 
give it a . and laſting efficacy on the 
human mind; a phantom ariſes from 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, or a 
teacher deſ-ends from the habitation of 
fpirits.—Whatever then we neglect ; let 
us not neglect to cultivate this grace, 
which has been ſo variouſly taught, fo 


_ powerfully enforced. | | 
Hark | a doleful woice—With ſud- 


den ſtarts, and hideous ſcreams, it di- 


ſturbs the ſilence of the peaceful night, 


It is the /creech-oxvl, ſometimes in fran- 


tic, ſometimes in diſconſolate accents, 


uttering her woes . She flies the vo- 


eal grove, and ſhuns the ſociety of all 


the feathered choir, The blooming 
gardens, and flowery meads, have no 
charms for her. Obſcene ſhades, ragged 
ruins, and walls overgrown with ivy, 
are her favourite haunts. Above, 
the mouldering precipice nods, and 
threatens a fall: below, the toad crawls, 


\ 


or the poiſonous adder hiſſes. The 
ſ-rightly morning, which awakens other 
animals into joy, adminiſters no plea- 
ſure to this gloomy recluſe. Even the 
ſmiling face of day, 1s her averſion; and 
all it's lovely ſcenes create nothing but 
uneafineſs. 

So, juſt ſo, would it fare with the un- 
godly ; were 1t poſſible- to ſuppoſe their 
admiſſion, into the chaſte and bright 
abodes of endleſs felicity. They would 
find nothing but diſappointment and 
ſhame, even at the fountain-head of hap- 
pineſs and-honour.—For how could the 
tongue, habituated to profaneneſs, taſte 


Sue; n 
any delight in the harmonious adora- 


tions of heaven? How could the lips, 


cankered with ſlander, reliſh the rap- 
tures of everlaſting praiſe? Where would 


be the ſatisfaction of the vain beauty, 


or the ſupercilious grandee ? Since, in the 
temple of the ſxies, no incenſe of flattery 
would be addreſſed to the former; nor 
any obſequious homage paid to the lat- 
ter.— The ſpotleſs and inconceivable 
purity of the bleſſed Gop, would flaſh 
confuſion on the laſcivious eye. The 
envious mind, muſt be on a rack of ſelf- 
tormenting þa//iors ; to obſerve millions 
of happy beings, ſhining in all the per- 
fections of glory, and ſolacing them- 


{clves in the fulneſe of joy.— In ſhort; 


the unſanQiine! foul, amidſt: holy and 
triumphant ſpirits ; even in the refined 
regions of blits and immortality z would 
be like this melancholy bird, diſſodged 


from her dark fome retirement, and 22 
Priſoned under the beams of ny 1. 
c 


The voice of this creature ſcreaming 
at our windows, or of the raven croaking 
over our houſes, is, they ſay a token of 
approaching death. There are perſons, 
who would regard ſuch an incident, with 
no ſmall degree of ſolicitude. Trivial as 


it 


et is well worthy of our obſervation,” ſays an excellent commentator, that no one 


E ſentence nttered by our Lon d, is fo frequently repeated as this; „ Whoſcever ſhall exalt 


4 himſelf, ſhall be abaſed; and he that ſhall humble himſelf, ſhall be exalted.” Which often 


occurs in the Evangeliſts; but is never duly. accompliſhed in us, till we diſclaim all preten- 


ſion to merit and righteouſneſs of our own, and-ſzek. them only in the atonement and obe- 
dience of JESUS CHRIST. * 
| Þ+ Solaque culminibus ferali carmine bub 
Spe queri, longaſque in fletum ducere voces. 


Thus ſung that charming genius, that prince of the ancient pocts, that maſt conſummate. 


maſter of elegance and accuracy; all whoſe ſentiments are nature, whoſe every deſcription 
is a picture, whoſe whole language is muſic—VirGit. - | 5 
t 1 would beg of the reader to obſerve, with what emphaſis and propriety our Lox touches 
this important paint, in his memorable reply to Nicodemus. Verily, verily, I ſay unto 
s hace, except 4 man be porn again, he CANNOT enter into the kingdom of heaven; q.d. 
| | 1 wars 
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it is; it would damp their ſpints, per- 
haps, break their reſt,-One cannot but 
wonder, that people ſhould ſuffer them - 
ſelves to be affrighted at ſuch fantaſtical, 
and yet be quite unaffected with real, 
preſages of their diſſolution. Real pre- 
ſages of this awful event, addreſs us 
from every quarter. What are theſe zu- 
cumbent glooms, which overwhelm the 
world, but a kind of pall provided for 
nature; and an image of that long night, 
which will quickly cover the inhabitants 
of the whole earth ? What an athnity has 
the ſleep“, which will very ſoon weigh 
down my drowſy eye-lids, with that 
ſtate of intire ceflation, in which all my 
ſenſes muſt be laid aſide! The ſilent 
chamber, and the bed of ſlumber, are a 
very ſignificant repreſentation of the 
land, where all things are huſhed; all 
things are forgotten.—What meant that 
deep death-bell note, which the other 
evening ſaddened the air? Laden with 
e eee it ſtruck õux ears, and 
ſeemed to knock at the door of our hearts. 
Surely, it brought a meſſage to ſurviving 


- mortals, and thus che tidings ran: Mor- 


© tals, the deſtroyer of your race is on 
his way. The laſt enemy has begun 
the purſuit; and is gaining ground 
upon you every moment. His paths 
are ſtrewed with heaps of flain, Even 
now, his javelin has laid one of your 
neighbours in the duſt ; and will ſoon, 
very ſoon, aim the inevitable blow at 
each of your lives. | 
We need not go down to the charnel- 
houſe, nor carry our ſearch into the re- 
poſitories of the dead; in order to find 
memorials of our impending doom. A 
multitude of theſe remembrancers are 
lanted in all our paths, and point the 
Files paſſengers to their long home. 
I can hardly enter a conſiderable town, 
but I meet the funeral proceſſion, or the 
mourners going about the ſtreets. 'T he 
hatchment ſuſpended on the wall, or the 
crape ſtreaming in the air, are ſilent inti- 
mations; that both rich and poor have 
been ' emptying their houſes, and re- 
pleniſhing their ſepulchres. I can ſcarce 
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Join in any converſation, but mention is 
made of ſome that are given over by 
the phyſician, and hovering on the con- 
fines of . eternity; of others, that have 
juſt dropt their clay amidſt weeping 
friends, and are gone to appear before 
the Judge of all the earth. There's not 
a neauſpaper comes to my hand; but 
amidſt all it's entertaining narrations, 
reads ſeveral ſerious lectures of mortality. 
What elſe are the repeated accounts—of 
age, warn out by {low-conſuming ſick - 
neſſes of youth, daſhed to pieces by 
ſome ſudden ſtroke of caſualty of pa- 
triots, exchanging their ſeats in the ſe- 
nate, for a lodging in the tomh—of mi- 
ſers, reſigning their breath, and (O re- 
lentleſs deſtiny!) leaving their very 


riches for others? Even the vehicles of our 


amuſement, are regiſters of the deceaſed; 
and the voice of Fame ſeldom ſounds, 
but in concert with a knell, 

Theſe monitors croud every place; not 
ſo much as the ſcenes of our diverſion 
excepted. What are the decorations of 
our public buildings, and the moſt ele- 
gant furniture of our parlours; but the 
imagery of death, and trophies of the 
tomb? That marble buſt; and thoſe 
gilded pictures; how ſolemnly they re- 
cagnixe the fate of others, and ſpeaking- 
ly remind us of our own !—l ſee, I hear, 
and O! I feel this great truth. It is in- 
terwoven with my conſtitution. The 
frequent decays of the ſtructure foretel 
it's final ruin. What are all the pains, 
that have been darted through my limbs; 
what every diſeaſe, that has aſſaulted my 
health; but the advanced guards of the 
foe? What are the languors and weari- 
neſs, that attend the labours of each re- 
volving day; but the more ſecret prac- 
tices of the adverſary, ſlowly undermin- 
ing the earthly tabernacle? ; 

Amidſt ſo many notices, ſhall we go 
on thoughtleſs and unconcerned ? Can 
none of theſe prognoſtics, which are ſure 
as oracles, awaken our attention, and 
engage our circumſpection? Noah, tis 
written, being warned of GOD, prepared 
an ark. Imitate, my foul, inutate this 


I wave the authority of the Supreme Judge, and ſpeak with the condeſcenfion of a teacher 
in Iſrael. Though IT might, without bein liable to the leaſt controul, paſs it into a ſove- 
reign decree, That unrenewed mortals, who are ſlaves to corrupt appetite, SHALL NoT 
enter the habitations of the juſt; I rather chooſe to repreſent it, as a caſe atterly impeſſi- 
ble; and charge the calamity, not upon divine ſeverity, but upon human folly. Such 
perſons, from the very nature of things, preclude themſelves; they incapacitate their own 


s minds; and contrarieties muſt be reconciled, before they, in their unregenerate condi- 


6 tion, can be partakers of thoſe ſpiritual and ſublime delights.“ Jobn iii, 3. 
Et conſanguineus letbi ſoper, 


- 


ViRG, 


T excellent 


- 
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excellent example. Admoniſhed by 
ſuch a cloud of witneſſes, be continually 
putting thyſelf in a readineſs for the laſt 
change. Let not that day, of which 
thou halt ſo many infallible ſigns, come 
upon thee unawares. Get the wy un- 
zZwined, and thy affections diſentangled 
from this inchanting world; that thou 
may'ſt be able to quit it, without reluc- 
tance. Get the dreadful band-writing 
cancelled, and all thy fins blotted out; 
that thou may'ſt depart in peace, and 
Have nothing to fear at the deciſive tri- 
bunal, Get, O! get thyſelf interefed 
in the Redeemer's merits, and tranſ- 
formed into his ſacred image; then, ſhalt 
thou be meet for the inheritance of ſaints 
in light, and may'f even deſire to be 
diſſolved, and to be with CHRIST. 

Sometimes, in my evening walks, I 
have head 


The wakeful bird 
Sing darkling, and, in ſhadieſt covert hid, 
Tune her noctur na! note“. 


How different the airs of this charming 
ſongſter, from thoſe harſh and boding 
putcries! The little creature ran through 
all the variations of muſic; and ſhewed 
herſelf miſtreſs of every grace, which 
conititutes or embelliſhes harmony. 


Sometimes, ſhe {wells a manly throat, 


and her ſong kindles into ardor. The 
tone is fo bald, and ſtrikes with ſuch 
energy, you would imagine the ſpright- 
Anon, the frrain /arguifhes, and the 
mournful warbler melts into tenderneſs. 
The melancholy notes juſt ſteal upon 
the ſhades, and faintiy touch your ear; 
or, in ſoft and fadly-pleating accents, 
they ſcem to die along the diitant vale. 
Silence is pleaſed, and Night liſtens to 
the trilling tale. 


What an invitation is this, to flip. 


away from the thronged city! This coy 
and modeſt minſtrel, entertains only the 
lowers of · retirement. "Thoſe, who are 
carouſing over their bowls, or ranting 
at the riotous club, loſe this feaſt of har- 
mony.—In like manner, the pleaſures 
of religion, and the joy of reconciliation 
with Gop; the ſatisfaRions arifing, 
from an eſtabliſhed intereſt in CyrIsT, 
and from the. proſpect of a bliſsful im- 
mortality; theſe are all loit to the mind, 


y ſerenader in the very next thicket. 


that is ever in the crowd; and dares not, 
or delights not, to retire into itſelf.— 


Are we charmed with the nightingale's 


ſong? Do we wiſh to have it nearer, and 
hear it oftener? Let us ſeek a renewed 
heart, and a Tefigned will; a, conſcience 
that whiſpers peace, and paſſions that are 
tuned by grace. Then ſhall we never 
want a melody in our own breaſts, far 
more muſically pleaſing, than ſweet Phi- 
lomela's ſweeteit ſtrains, 

As different as the voices of theſe 
birds, are the circumſtances of thoſe feyy 
perſons, who continue awake,—Some 
are ſquandering, pearls ſhall I fay, or 
kingdoms? No; but what is unſpeaka- 
bly more precious, time. Squandering 
this ineſtimable talent, with the molt 
ſenſeleſs and wanton prodigality. Not 
content with allowing a few ſpare mi- 
nuies, for the purpoſe of neceſſary re- 
creation; they laviſh many hours, de- 
vote whole nights, to that idle diverſion 


of ſhuffling, ranging, and detaching a 


ſet of painted paſteboards.— Others, in- 
ſtead of this buſy trifling, act the part of 
their own tormentors. They even 
piquet themſelvesF, and call it amuſe- 


ment; they are torn by wild horſes, yet, 
term it a ſport. What elſe is the game - 
er's practice? His mind is ſtretched on 


the tenter-hooks of anxious ſuſpenſe 
and agitated by the fierceſt extremes o 
hope and fear? While the dice are rat- 
tling, his heart is throbbing; his for- 
tune is tottering; and, poſſibly, at the 
very next throw, the one ſinks in the 
gulf of ruin, the other is hurried into 
the rage of diſtraction. 

Some, ſnatched from the bloom of 
health, and the lap of plenty, are con- 
ned to the chamber of Sickneſs. Where 


they are conſtrained, either to plunge 
into the. everlaſting world, in an unpre- 


pared condition; or elſe, ({ad „es r 
to think over all the follies of a heedleſs 
life, and all the bitterneſs of approach- 
ing death. The diſeaſe rages; it baft- 
fles the force of medicine; and urges 


the reluctant wretch, to the brink of 


the precipice. While furies rouſe the 
conſcience, and pom at the bottomleſs 
pit below. — Perhaps, his drooping mo- 


ther, deprived long ago of the huſband 


of her boſom, and bereft of all her 
other offspring; is, even now, receiv- 
ing the blow which conſummates her 


* M11. T- Par. Loſt, B, III. I. 38. 
T Alluding to a very painful puniſhment, infiicted on delinquents among the ſoldiery. 
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ealamities*, In vain, ſhe tries to aſſwage 
the ſorrows of a beloved fon; in vain, the 
attempts, with her tender offices, to pro- 


long a life, dearer than her own, He 


faints in her arms; he bows his head; 


he ſinks in death, Fatal, doubly fatal, 
that laſt expiring pang! While it diſ- 
lodges the unwilling ſoul, it rends an 
only child, from the yearning embraces 
of a parent; and tears away the ſupport 
of her age, from a diſconſolate widow. 
While zhoſe long for a reprieve; others 
invite the ſtroke. Quite weary of the 
world, with a reſtleſs impatience, they 
ſigh for diſſolution. Some, pining away 
under the tedious decays of an incurable 
conſumption; or gaſping for breath, and 
almoſt ſuffocated, by an inundation of 
Aropfical waters. On ſome, a relentlets 
cancer has faſtened it's envenomed teeth; 
and is gnawing them, though in the 
midſt of bodily vigour, in the midſt of 
pitying friends, gradually to death, 
Others are on a rack of agonies, by con- 
vulſive fits of the ffone. O! how the 


pain writhes their limbs; how the ſweat 


bedews their fleſh; and their eye-balls 
wildly roll! Methinks, the Night con- 
doles with theſe her diſtreſſed children ; 
and ſheds dewy tears, over their ſor- 
rowful abodes.—But of all mortals, 
they are the moſt exquiſitely miſerable, 


| who groan beneath the preſſure of a he- 


lancholy mind; or ſmart under the laſhes 
of a reſentful conſcience. Though 
robed in ermine; or covered with jewels; 
the ſtate of a ſlave chained to the gallies, 
or of an exile condemned to the mines, 
is a perfect paradiſe compared with theirs, 

O!] that the wotaries of mirth; whoſe 
life is a continued round of merriment 
and whim; would beſtow one ſerious 
reflection, on this variety of human 


woes! It might teach them to be leſs 
enamoured, with the few languid ſweets; 
that are- thinly ſcattered throvgh this 
vale of tears, and environed with ſuch a 
multitude of ragged thorns. It might 
teach them, no longer to dance away 
their years, with a giddy rambling im- 
pulſe ; but to aſpire, with a determined 
aim, after thoſe happy regions, where 
delights, abundant and unembittered, 
flow. | 

Can there be circumſtances, which a 
man of wiſdom would more earneſtly 
deprecate, than theſe ſeveral inſtances of 
grievous tribulation ? There are; and, 
what is very aſtoniſhing, they are fre- 
quently the deſire and the choice of thoſe, 
who fancy themſelves the ſole heirs of 
happmeſs. Thoſe I mean, who are 
launching out into the depths of extra- 
Vagance, and running exceſſive lengths 
of riot: who are proſtituting their repu- 
tation, and ſacrificing their peace, to the 
gratification of their luſts; ſapping the 
toundation of their health, in debauche- 
ries; or ſhipwrecking the intereſts of 
their families, in their bowls. And, 
what is worſe, are forfeiting the joys of 
an eternal Heaven, for the ſordid ſatis- 
factions of the beaſt ; for the franſitory 
ſenſations of an hour,—Yc ſlaves of ap- 
petite, how far am I from envying your 
groſs ſenſualities, and voluptuous revels ! 
Little, ah! little are you ſenſible; that, 
while Indulgence ſhowers her roſes, and 
Luxury diffuſes her odouts; they fcatter 
porſons alſo, and ſhed unheeded baneF. 
Evils, incomparably more malignant, 
than the wormwood and gall of the 
ſharpeſt affliction.— Since deatH is in the 
drunkard's cup; and worfe than po- 
niards in the harlot's embrace; may it 
ever be the privilege of the man whom I 


* This brings to my mind one of the deepeſt mourning-pieces, extant in the productions 
of the pen. The ſacred hiſtorian paints it, in all the ſimplicity of tile, yet with all the 


ſtrength of colouring. —When FESUS came nigh to the gate of the city, behold ! there was 
a dead man carried out, the only fon of his mother, and ſhe was a cuiacau.— What a grada- 
tion is here! How pathetically beautiful! Every freſh circumſtance; widens the wound; ag- 
gravates the calamity; till the deſcription is worked up into the muſt finiſhed picture of 
exquiſite and inconſolable diſtreſs.— He was a young man, cut off in the flower of life, 
amidſt a thouſand gay expectations, and ſmiling hopes. A ton; an on;y fon; the atlicted 
mother's all. So that none remained to preſerve the name, or perpetuate the family, What 
rendered the caſe ſtill more deplorable, ſbe <vas a widow? left intitely deſolate; abandoned 
to her woes; without any to ſhare her forrows, or to com fort her under the irreparable loſs, 
Is not this a fine ſketch of the imprfſioned and pitureſque? Who can tonfider the nar- 


rative, with any attention; and fiot feel his heart penetrated, with a tender commiſeration? 


Luke vil. 12. NE 
Yes; in the flow'rs that wreathe the ſparkling bowl; 


Fell adders hifs, and pois'nous ferpents roll. | 
Ck 5 T's Jovez 
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love, to go without his ſhare of theſe peſ- 


tilent fweets *. | 

Abundance of living ſparks glitter in 
the lanes, and twinkle under the hedges. 
I ſuppoſe, they are the gloww-worms, 
which have lighted their little lamps, and 
ohtained leave, through the abſence of 
the ſun, to play a feeble beam. A faint 
Be ju ſerves to render them per- 
ceivable; without tending at all to diſh- 
pate the ſhades, or making any amends 
for thedeparted day. Should ſome wea« 
ther-beaten traveller, dropping with wet, 
and ſhivering with cold, hover round 
this mimicry of fire; in order to dry his 


* 


3 and warm his benumbed 


imbs. Should ſome bewildered travel- 


ler; groping for his way, in a ſtarleſs 
night and trackleſs deſart; take one of 
theſe languid tapers, as a light to his 
Feet, and a lantern to his paths. How 
certainly wonld both the one, and the 
other, be fruſtrated of their expeCtation ! 
And are they more likely to ſucceed, 
who, neglecting that ſovereign balm, 
which diſtilled from the croſs; apply any 
carnal diverſion, to heal the anxiety of 
the mind? Who, deaf to the infallible 
decifions of revelation; reſign themſelves 
over to the erroneous conjectures of rea- 
ſon, in order to find the way that leadeth 
unto life? Or laſtly, who have recourſe 
to the froth of this vain world, for a ſa- 
tis factory portion, and a ſubſtantial hap- 
pineſs? Their conduct is in no degree 
wiſer; their diſappointment equally ſure; 
and their miſcarriage infinitely more diſ- 


aſtrous. To ſpeak in the delicate lan- 
guage of a ſacred writer, they ſow the 
« wind, and will reap the whirlwindÞ.” 
To ſpeak more plainly; the pleaſures 
of the world, which we are all ſo prone 
to doat upon; and the powers of tallen 
realon, which ſexe are apt to idolize f; 
are not only vain, but treacherous. Not 
only a painted flame, like theſe ſparkling 
animals; but much like thoſe unctuous 
exhalations, which ariſe from the marſhy 
ground, and often dance before the eyes 
of the benighted way-faring man. 
Kindled into a ſort of fire, they perſo- 
nate a guide, and ſeem to offer their ſer- 
vice: but, blazing with delufive light, 
miſlead their follower into hidden pits, 
headlong precipices, and unfathomable 
ulfs. Where, far from his beloved 
riends, far from all hopes of ſuccour, 


the unhappy wanderer 1s ſwallowed up, 


and loſt. | 
Not long ago, we obſerved a very ſur- 
priſing appearance in the weſtern ſky. 
A. prodigious ſtar took it's flaming route 
through thoſe coaſts; and trailed, as it 
paſſed, a tremendous length of fire, al- 
molt over half the heavens. Some, I 
imagine, viewed the portentous ſtranger, 
with much the ſame anxious amaze- 
ment; as Belſhazzar beheld the hand- 
writing upon the wall. Some looked 
upon it as a bloody flag; hung out by 
divine reſentment, over a guilty world. 
Some read, in it's glaring viſage, the fate 
of nations, and the fall of kingdoms ||, 
'To others, it ſhook, or ſeemed to ſhake, 


* Duam ſuave eft ſuavitatibus iftlis carere! was St. Auguſtine's pious exclamation. 
The ſubſtance of which Mr. Pope has expreſſed, with more ſimplicity, and with ns lets dignity. 

Count all th* advantage proſfp'rous Vice attains, 

Jis but what Virtue flies from, and diſdains. 
| + Hoſ. viii. 7. 

1 I hope, it will be obſerved, that I am far frum decrying that noble faculty of reaſon, 
when exerted in her p-oper ſphere ; when acting in a deferential ſubordination to the revealed 
will of Heaven, While ſhe exerciſes her powers, within theſe appointed limits, ſhe is un- 


ſpeakably ſerviceable; and cannot be too induſtrioufly cultivated. —But, when ſhe ſets up 


herſelf in proud contradi/*::4iom to the ſacred oracles; when, all arrogant and ſelf-ſufficient, ſhe 
fays to the word of Scripture, * I have no need of thee :* ſhe is then, I muſt be bold to 
maintain, not only a glow- worm, but an ignit fatuzs; not only a bubble, but a ſnare, 

May not this remark, with the ſtricteſt propriety; and without the leaſt limitation; be 
applied to the generality of our modern romances, novels, and theatrical entertainments ! 
Theſe are commonly calculated, to inflame a wanton fancy, Or, if conducted with ſo 
much modeſty as not to debauch the affections; they pervert the judgment, and bewilder 
the taſte, By their incredible adventures; their extravagant parade of gallantry; and their 
characters. widely different from truth and nature; they inſpire foolith conceits ; beget 


idle expectations; introduce a diſgutt of genuine hiſtory: and indiſpoſe their admirers, . ts 


acquieice in the decent civilities, or to reliſh the ſober ſatisfactions, ef common life. 
: & — Liguida fi quando note cametæ 
Sanguinei lugubre rubent,— Viks, 
90 — Crinemgue timendi . 
Sid ris, et terris mutantem regna cemetem. Luc AN. 


Peſtilence 
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Fefſtilence and war from it's horrid hair. 
For my part; Tam not ſo ſuperſtitious 
as to regard, what every aſtrologer has 
to prognoſticate; upon the acceſſion of 
a comet, or the projection of it's huge 
vapoury train. Nothing can be more 
recarious, and unjuſtifiable, than to 
5 ſuch concluſions from ſuch events; 
ſince they neither are preternatural effects, 
nor do they throw the frame of things 
into any diſorder. I would rather 
adore that omni potent Being, who rolled 
thoſe ſtupendous orbs from his creating 
hand; and leads them, by his providen- 
tial eye, through unmeaſurable tracts of 
ther. Who bids them, now, approach 
the ſun, and glow with unſufferable ar- 
dors *; now, retreat to the utmoſt bounds 
of our planetary ſyſtem, and make their 
entry among other worlds. 
They are harmleſs viſitants. I ac- 


quit them from the charge of cauſing, 


or being acceſſary to, deſolating plagues. 
Would to Gop, there were no other 
more formidable indications, of ap- 
proaching judgnents, or impending ruin! 
But, alas! when vice becomes predomi- 
nant, and irreligion almoſt epidemical: 
when the Sabbaths of a jealous Gop, 
are . notoriouſly prophaned ; and that 
Name, which is great, wonderful, and 
© holy, ' is proſtituted to the meanett, or 
abuſed to the moſt execrable purpoſes: 
when the worſhip of our great Creator 
and Preſerver is baniſhed, from man 


of the moſt conſpicuous families; and it 


is deemed a piece of rude impertinence, 


ſo much as to mention the gracious Re- 


deemer, in our genteel interwicaus: 
when it paſſes for an elegant freedom of 
behaviour, to. ridicule the principles of 
Chriſtianity; and a ſpecies of refined con- 
verſation, to taint the air with laſcivious 
hints; when thoſe, who fit in the ſcorzer”s 


chair, fin with a high han: and many 
of thoſe, who wear the profeſſor's garb, 
are deſtitute of the power, and content 
themſelves with the mere form of godli- 
neſs: when ſuch is the ſtate of a commu- 
nity, there 1s reaſon, too apparent reaſong 
to be horribly afraid. Such phenomena, 
abounding in the moral world, are not 
fanciful, but real omens. Will not an 
injured GoD © be avenged on ſuch a na- 
© tton as this? Will he not be pro- 


- voked, to © ſweep it with the beſom of 


deſtruction : | | 

O! that the inhabitants of Great 
Britain, would lay theſe alarming con- 
ſiderations to heart! The LorpD of 
Hoſts has commanded the ſword of ci- 
dil diſcord, to return into it's ſheath. But 
have we returned, every one from his 
evil ways? Are we become a renewed 
people; devoted to a dying Saviour! 
and zealous of good works ?—What 
mean thoſe peals of ſobs, which burſt 
from the expiring cattle? What mean 
thoſe melancholy moans, where the luſty 
droves were wont to lowf? What 
mean thoſe arrows of untimely death, 
diſcharged on our innocent and uſeful 
animals; 

No wantonneſs or ſloth, has vitiated 
the blood of theſe laborious, temperate 
creatures. They have contracted no 
diſeaſe from unſeaſonable indulgencies, 
and inordinate revellings. The pure 
ſtream ts their drink; the ſimple herb 
their repaſt. Neither care diſturbs their 
ſleep, nor paſſion inflames their breaſt. 


Whence then are they viſited with ſuch 


terrible diſorders, as no prudence can 
prevent, nor any medicines heal? Surely, 
thele calamities are the weapons of di- 
vine diſpleaſure, and manifeſt chaſtiſe- 
ments of an evil generation h. Surely 
Gor, the Gop, to whom vengeance 


* © The comet in the year 1680, according to Sir Ifaac Newton's computation, was, in 
© It's neareſt approach, above 166 times nearer the ſun than the earth is. Conſequently, 
< it's heat was then 28000 times greater than that of ſummer. So that a ball of iron as 


© big as the earth, heated by it, would hardl 
Theol. p. 237. 


become cool in $0000 years. DERH. Aſir. 


Iſa. xiv. 23. The eternal Sovereign, ſpeaking of Babylon, denounces this threaten- 


ing, I will ſweep it with the beſom of deſtruction. What a noble but dreadful image is 
here! How ſtrongiy and awfully pourtrayed! How pregnant alſo in it's ſigniſication! Inti- 
mating the wile nature, and expreſſing the total extirpaticn of this wicked people; at the 
ſame time, ſuggeiting the perfect eaſe, with which the righteous Gop would execute his in- 
tende! vengeance. | 
＋ If cheſe papers ſhould be fo happy as to outlive their author; perhaps it may be needful 

to inform poſterity, that the above-mentioned hints, allude to a moſt terrible, contagious 
and mortal diſſemper; raging among the b:rned cattli, in various parts of the kingdom. 

$ inc /etis vituli vulgo moriuntur in herbis, 

Et dulces animas plena ad Fraſepia reddunt. 

Falatu hinc pecorum, et crebris mugitibus ammesy 


Arentc/que ſonant ripe, celirſque ſupini. VirGs 


© belong- 
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© belongeth,” has ſtiil a controverſy with and words; whilefear is in every eye, and 
our ſinful land. And who can tell, every tongue ſpeaks the language of ter- 
where the viſitation will end? What a ror. b 
ſtorm may follow theſe preluſive drops? ing in fierce encounter, or fields ſwimmingę 
—O! that we may hear the rod, and with blood. Some foreſee direful events ; 
© who hath appointed it!“ Taught by ftates overthrown, or mighty monarchs 
theſe penal c fects of our diſobedience, tottering on their thrones, Others, ſcared 
may we remove the accurſed thing*, with ſtill more frightful apprehenſions, 
from our tents; our practices; our think of nothing but the day of doom. 
hearts! May we turn from all ungodli- © Sure,” ſays one, the unalterable hour 
neſs, before wrath come upon us tothe is ſtruck, and the end of all things 
uttermoſt; before iniquity prove our come. —“ See, replies another, * how 
ruin! © the blaſted ſtars look wan! Are not 
Sometimes, at this hour, another moſt * theſe the ſigns of the Son of Man, 
remarkable fight amuſes the curious, and coming in the clouds of Heaven ?'— 
alarms the vulgar. A blaze of lambent *©* JESvus prepare us' (cries a third, and 
meteors is kindled, or ſome very extra- lifts his eyes in devotion) * for the arch - 
ordinary Gghts are refratted, in the quar - * angel's trump, and the great tribunal!” 
ters of the north. The ſtreams of radi- If this wawvingbrightneſs, which plays 
ance, like legions ruſhing to the engage= innocently over our heads, be ſo amazing 
ment, meet and mingle; inſomuch, that to multitudes; what inexpreſſible con- 
the air ſeems to be all conflicting fire, ſternation muſt overwhelm unthinking 
Within a while they ſtart from one ano- mortals, when the general conflagration 
ther; and, like legions in precipitate flight, commences! The day, the dreadtul day, 
ſweep, each a ſeparate way, through the is approaching; © In the which the heaven 
firmament. Now, they are quieſcent; * ſhall pits away with a great noiſe t, 
anon, they are thrown into a quivering and the elements ſhall melt with fer- 
motion ; preſently, the whole horizon is vent heat; the earth alſo, and all the 
illuminated with the glancing flames. works that are therein, ſhall be burnt 
Sometimes, with an aſpect azu/ully ludi- up.“ That mighty Hand, which once 
crous, they repreſent extravagant and an- opened the windows from on high, and 
tic vagaries. At other times, you would broke up the fountains of the great deep, 
ſuſpect, that ſome inviſible hand was will then unlock all the nagaxines of 
phaying off the dumb qytillery of the fire, and pour a ſecond deluge upon the 
ies; and, by a ſtrange expedient, giving earth. The vengeful flames, kindled by 
us the flaſh, without the roar. the breath of the Almighty, ſpread them - 
The villagers gaze at the ſpectacle, ſelves from the centre to the circumfe- 
firſt with wonder, then with horror. A rence. Nothing can withſtand their im- 
general panic ſeizes the country. Kvery petuoſity ; nothing can eſcape their rage. 
heart throbs, and every face is pale. Univerſal defolation attends their pro- 
Thecrowds that flock together, inſtead of greis. Magnificent palaces, and ſolemn 
diminiſhing, increaſe the dread. They temples, are laid in aſhes. Spacious 
catch contagion, from each other's looks. cities, and impreguable towers, are ming - 
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* Joſh, Vis 18. | 

+ 2 Pet. iii. 10. I have often thought this verſe an eminent inſtance of that kind of 
beautiful writing, in which the very /5und bears a ſort of Sgn:ificancy; at leaſt, carries an 
exact correſpondence with the ſenſe. The original expreflion— poiZnFoy—is one of the 
hoarielt and deepeſt words in language. Nothing could be more exquiſitely adapted to af- 
fe the car, as well as impreſs the imagination, with the wreck of nature, and the craſh of 
a falling world ſcarce ever read this clauſe, but it brings to my mind that admired de- 
ſcription in MIL TON: | 

— On a ſudden open fly, 

With impetuous recoil, and jarring found, 
Th infernal doors, and on their binges grate | 
Harſh thunder. b Book II. l. 879. 


It is a pleafing employ, and a very laudable office of true criticiſm, to point out theſe in- 
fetior recommendations of the Sacred Claffics, Though, I believe, the inſpired writers 
themſelves, amidſt all the elevation and magnificence of their divine ideas, diſdained a 
ferupulous attention to ſuch lle miceries of flile + | 13 | 
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led in one ſmoking maſs. Not only the 

roductions of human art, but the works 
of Almighty poæuer, are fuel for the de- 
vouring element. The everlaſting moun- 
tains melt, like the ſnows which cover 
their ſummit. Even vaſt oceans, ſerve 
only to augment the inconceivable rapi- 
dity and fury of the blaze.—O! how 
ſhall I, or others, ſtand undiſmayed 
amidſt the glare of a burning world; 
unleſs the LoR D JEHOVAH be our de- 
fence? How ſhall we be upheld in ſecu- 

rity, when the globe itſelf is ſinking in a 
feery ruin; unleſs the Rock of Ages be 
our ſupport? 

Behold! a new ſpectacle of wonder! 
The moon is making her entry on the 
eaſtern ſky. See her riſing in clouded 
majeity! Opening, as it were, and aſ- 
ſerting her original commiſſion, to rule 
over the night. All grand and lately, 
but ſomewhat ſulhed is her aſpect. 
However, ſhe brightens, as ſhe advances ; 
and grows clearer, as ſhe climbs higher. 
Till, at length, her filver loſes all it's 
droſs; ſhe unveils her peerleſs light; 
and becomes the beauty of heaven, the 
« glory of the ſtars*;* delighting every 
eye, and chearing the whole world, with 
the brightneſs of her appearance, and the 
ſoftneſs of her ſplendors.—O-! thou queen 
of the ſhades ! may it be my ambition, 
to follow this thy inſtructive example 
"While others are fond to tranſcribe the 
faſhions of little courts, and to mimic 
perſonages of inferior ſtate; be it mine, 
to imitate thy zmproving purity! May 
my conduct become more unblemiſhed, 
and my temper more refined; as I pro- 
ceed farther and farther, in my proba- 


tionary courſe | May every ſordid defire 


wear away, and every irregular appetite 
be gradually loſt; as I make nearer ap- 


- proaches, to the celeſtial manſions ! 


* Ecclus xliii. 9. | 
Lucidum cali detus. 


+ No reigns 


Full orb'd the mobn, and with more pleaſing light 
Shadowy ſets off the face of things. 


1 As when the moon, refulgent lamp of night, 
O'er heav'n's clear azure ſpreads her ſacred light; 
When not a breath diſturbs the deep ſerene, 

And not a cloud o'ercaſts the ſolemn ſcene : 
Around her throne the vivid planets roll, 

And ſtars unnumber'd gild the glowing pole; 
P'er the dark trees a yellower verdure ſhed, 

And tip with ſilver ev'ry mountain's head; 

Then ſhine the vales; the rocks in proſpect riſe; 
A flood of glory burſts from all the Kies; | 


executed with a maſterly hand; a piece 


Will not this be a comfortable evidence, 


that I too ſhall ſhine, in my adored Re- 
deemer's kingdom? Shine, with a rirher 
luſtre, than that which radiates from thy 
reſplendent orb: ſhine, with an unfading 
luſtre, when every ray, that beams from 
thy beauteous ſphere, is totally extin- 
guiſhed ? 

The day afforded us a variety of en- 
tertaining ſights. Theſe were all with- 
drawn, at the acceſſion of darkneſs. 
The ſtars, Kindly officious, immediately 


lent us their aid. This ſerved to alle- 


wiate the frown of night; rather than to 
recover the objects from their obſcurity. 
A faint ray, ſcarcely reflected, and not 
from the intire ſurface of things, gave 
the ſtraining eye a very imperfect glimpſe; 
ſuch as rather mocked, than ſatisfied vi- 
ſion.- Now the moon is riſen, and has 
collected all her beams, the veil is taken 
off from the countenance of nature. I 
ſee the recumbent flocks; I ſee the green 
hedge-rows, though without the fea- 
thered choriſters, hopping from ſpray to 
ſpray. In ſhort, I / once again the 
world's great picture: lot indeed in it's 
late lively colours, but more delicateiy 
faded, and arrayed in ſofter charms +. 
What a majefiic ſcene is here! Incom- 
parably grand, and exquiſitely fine 
The moon, like an immenſe cryſtal lamp, 
ponents in the magnificent cieling of the 
eavens. The ſtars, like ſo many thou- 
ſands of golden tapers, fixed in their 
azure ſockets. All pouring their luſtre 
on ſpacious cities, and lofty mountains; 
r on the ocean; gleaming on the 
oreſt ; and opening a proſpect, wide as 
the eye can glance, more various than 
Fancy can paint f. We are forward to 
admire the performances of human art. 
A. landſcape, elegantly deſigned, and 


of 
Hos. 


MILTON. 
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of Faxtuary, which ſeems, amidſt all the 
recommendations of exact proportion, 
and grace ful attitude, to ſaften into fleſh, 
and almoſt breathe with life; thei little 
wnitations of nature, we behold with a 
Pleaſing ſurpriſe. And ſhall we be lefs 
affected, lefs delighted, with the inex- 
preſſibly noble, and completely finithed 
Original —Fhe ample dimenſions of 
Ranclagh's dome; the gay illuminations 
of Vauxhall grove; I ſhould ſcorn to 
mention on ſuch an occaſion, were they 
not the objects of general admiration. 


Shall we be charmed with thoſe puny - 
eſſays of finite mgenuity ; and touched 


with no tranſport, at this ſtupendous diſ- 
play of Omnipotent {kill ? At the auguſt 
grandeur, and ſhining ſtatelineſs, of the 
Armament? which forms an alcove for 
ten thouſand worlds, and is ornamented 
with myriads of everlaſting luminaries, 
—>urely, this muſt betray, not only a 
total vant of religion; but the moſt ab- 
ject littlenefs of mind, and the utmoſt 
poverty of genus. 

The moon, is not barely, an orng- 
nent in the high places of the Lord *; 
but of ſignal ſer vice to the inhabitants 


of the earth. - How uncomfortable is 


deep, pitchy, total darkneſs ! eſpecially, 
the long abſence of the winter's ſun. 
We! ome therefore, thrice welcome, this 
auſpicious gift of Providence; to enliven 
the nocturnal gloom, and line with ſil- 
ver the raven- coloured mantle of Night! 


— How defirable to have our ſummer- 


evenings illuminated! That we may be 
able to tread the dewy meads, and breathe 
the delicious fragrance. of our gardens 
eſpecially, when the ſultry heats render 
it irk ſome and fatiguing, to walk abroad 
by day. How chearing to the ſhepherd, 
the nſe of this univerſal lantern; as he 
tends his fleecy charge, or late conſigns 
them to their hurdled cots! How com- 
fortable and how advantageous to the ma - 
74er, as he ploughs the midnight main; 
to adiuſt the tackling, to explore his way, 
and, unter the influence of this beam- 


ing ſconce, to avoid the fatal rock For 
theſe, and other beneficial purpoſes, the 
hand of the ALMIGHTY has hung the 
flately branch on high; and filled it with 
a ſplendor, not confined to a ſingle edi- 
fice, or commenſurate to a particular 
uare, but diffuſive as the whole extent 
of the hemiſphere. 

The moſt faithful of our inferior ſer- 
vants, are ſometimes tardy in their ot- 
fice; ſometimes negligent of their duty, 
But this celeſtial . attendant is moſt ex- 
attly punctual, at all the ſtated periods 
of her miniſtration. If we chooſe ta 
prolong our journey, after the ſun is 
gone down ; the moon, during her whole 
mncreaſe, is always ready to act in the 
capacity of a guide. If we are inclined 
to ſet out very early in the morning; the 
moon, in her decreaſe, prevents the dawn, 
on purpoſe, to offer her aſſiſtance. And, 
becauſe it is ſo pleaſant a thing, for the 
eyes to behold the light; the moon, at 
her full, by a courſe of unintermitted 
waiting, gives us, as it were, a double 
day.— How apparently has the divine 
wifdom intereſted itſelf, in providing 
even for the pleaſurable accommodation of 
man! How deſirous, that he ſhould want 
no piece of commodious furniture; no 
kind of delightful convenience! And, 
in proſecution of thefe benevolent in- 
tentions, has annexed fo valuable an ap- 
pendage to the terreſtrial globe. —Jultly, 
therefore, does the Pſalmiſt celebrate 
that admirable conſtitution, which or- 
dained the moon and the flars to govern 
the night, as an inſtance of rich good- 
neſs, and of mercy, which endureth for 
ever 7. 

The moon, it is confeſſe, is ns lumi- 
mus body. All the brighineſs, winct 
beaiitifies her countenance, is originally 
in the ſin, and no more than tranimit- 
ſively in her. That glorious orb is the 
parent af day, and the palace of light. 
From thence, the morniug far ;1ids her 
horn ; from thence, the planetary cir- 
cles are crowned with luſue; and from 


The conſcious /wains, rejoicing in the ſight, 


Eye the blue vault, and bleſs the uſeful light 


Irzard VIII. 


I tranſcribe theſe lines, becauſe Mr. Pope ſays, they exhibit, in the original, the fineſt 
rig t- piece in poetry. And, if they are ſo beautiful in Homer's language; who can ſuſpect 
their fuff ring any diſadvantage, from the pen of his admirable rranjlater ? 


* Ecclus xliti. 9. 


+ Pſal cxxxvi. 9. 


f I might, to juſtify this expo Tion, obſerve. that the planet Venus, commonly called 


the morning far, is found, by our teleſc,nrs, frequently to appear Þyrncd; or tv have a 
criſcent of light, ſomewhat like the moon, a littte before or after her conjunction. But this 
would be a remark, too deep and refined for my ſcheme; which proceeds only upon a ſuper- 
Jcial knowledge, and the moſt obwieus appearances, of natures 

| | thence, 
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thence, the moon derives all her ſilver 
xadiance.—It is pleaſing to reflect, that 
ſuch is the caſe with the all-ſufficient Re- 
Aeemer, and his t people. We 
are repleniſhed from his fulneſs. What 
do we poſſeſs, which we have not receiv- 
ed; and what can we deſire, which we 
may not expect; from that never fail - 
ing Source of all good? He is the au- 
thor of our faith, and the former of our 
graces. In his unſpotted life, we ſee 
the path; in his meritorious death, the 
price; and in his triumphant reſurrection, 
the proof of bliſs and immortality, If we 
offend, and fall ſeven times a day; He 
is the LogD our Peace. If we are de- 


raved, and our beſt deeds very unworthy ; 


e is the LoRD our Righteouſneſs f. If 
we are blind, and even brutiſh,.in heaven- 
ly knowledge; He is the LogpD our 
I iſdom : his word diſpels the ſhades; 
his Spirit ſcatters the intellectual gloom ; 
his eye looks our darkneſs into day. In 
ſhort, we are nothing, and CHRIST is 
© all.“ Worſe than detective in our- 
ſelves, © we are complete in him. So 
that if we ſhine, it is with delegated rays, 
and with borrowed light. We act by 
a ſtrength, and glory in merits, not 
our own.—O! may we be thoroughly 
ſenſible of our dependence on the Sa- 
viour! May we conſtantly imbibe his 
propitious beams; and never, by in- 
dulging unbelie, or backiliding into 
Jolly, withdraw our fouls from his benign 
influences! Leſt we loſe our comfort, 
and our holineſs; as the fair ruler of the 
Night loſes her ſplendor, when her urn 
is turned from it's fountain i, and re- 
ceives no more communications of ſolar 

effulgence. ; 1 

The moon is inceſſantly varying, 
either in her aſpect, or her ſtages.— Some- 
times, ſhe looks full upon us, and her 
Viſage is all luſtre, Sometimes, ſhe ap- 

ars in profile, and ſhews us only haif 

r enlightened face. Anon, a radiant 
— bur juſt adorns\her brow, Soon, 
it dwindles into a'ſtkknder ftreak, Till, 


at length, all her beauty vaniſhes, and 


me becomes a beamleſs orb.—Some- 
times, ſhe riſes with the deſcending day ; 
and begins her proceſſion, amidſt admir- 
ing multitudes, Ere long, ſhe defers her 


Progress till the avidnight watehes ; and 


5 + Jer. xxili. 6. 
Alloding to thoſe truly poeticat lines in Milton 
© Hicher, as to their fountain, other ſtarz 
+ Repairing, in their golden urns draw light. 


ſteals unobſerved, upon the ſleeping 
world. Sometimes, ſhe juſt enters the 
edges of the weſtern horizon, and drops 
us a ceremonious viſit. Within a while, 
ſhe ſets out on her nightly tour, from 
the oppoſite regions of the eaſt; traverſes 
the whole hemiſphere; and never offers to 
withdraw, till the more refulgent part- 
ner of her ſway renders her preſence un- 
neceſſary.— In a word; ſhe is, while con- 
verſant among us, ſtill waxing or wan- 
ing, and * never continueth in one ſtay.” 
Fee is Tom moon; and ſuch are all 
ublunery things; expoſed to perpetual 
| 42 "IC eſs "66 5 — , and how ſoon, 
have the faint echoes of renown ſlept in 
ſilence, or been converted into the cla< 
mours of obloquy! The ſame lips, als 
moſt with the ſame breath, cry Hoſanna, 
and Crucify. Have not riches confeſſed 
their notorious treachery, a thouſand 
and a thouſand times? Either melting 
away, like ſnow in our hands, by inſen- 
ſible degrees; or eſcaping, like a winged 
priſoner from it's cage, with a precipi- 
tate flight.— Have we not known the 
bridegroom's cloſet, an antechamber to 
the tomb; and heard the voice, which fo 
lately pronounced the ſparkling - pair 
huſband and wife, proclaim an everlaſt- 
ing divorce; and ſeal the decree with 
that ſolemn aſſeveration, Aſhes to aſhes, 
© duſttoduſt?'—Our friexds, though the 
medicine of life; our health, though the 
balm of nature; are a moſt precarious 
pfleſhon. How ſoon may the firſt be- 
come a corpſe m our arms; and how 
eahly 1s the laſt deſtroyed m it's vigour! 
—You have ſeen, no doubt, a ſet of 
pretty painted birds, perching on your 
trees, or ſporting in your meadows, 
Vou was pleaſed with the lovely viſi- 
tants, that brought beauty on their wings, 
and melody in their throats. But could 
you inſure the continuance of this agree- 
able entertainment? No, truly. At the 
leaſt diſturbing noiſe, at the leaſt terrify- 
ing appearance, they ſtart from their 
ſeats; they mount the ſkies; and are 
ne in an inſtant, are gone for ever. 
ould you chooſe to have a happineſs, 
which bears date with their arrival, and 
expres at their departure? If you could 
not be content with a portion, enjoyable 
only through ſuch a fortuttous term, not 


11 Cor. i. 30. 


Pax. LosT, B. VII. 1. 364. 
E of 
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of years, but of moments, O! take up 
with nothing earthly; ſet your affec- 
tions on things above; there alone 1s 
no variableneſs or ſhadow of turning.” 
Job, is not a more illuſtrious pattern 
of patience, than an eminent exemplifi- 
cation of this remark. View him in his 
private eflate. He heaps up filver as 
the duſt; he waſhes his ſteps in butter, 
and the rock pours him out rivers of oil. 
— View him in his 'public character. 
Princes revere his dignity; the aged liſten 
to his wiſdom ; every eye beholds him 
with delight; every tongue loads him 
with bleflings.—View him in his do- 
moeſtic circumftances. On one hand, he is 
defended by a troop of ſons; on the 
other, adorned with a train of daugh- 
ters; and on all fides, ſurrounded by 


© a very great houſehold.— Never was 


human felicity ſo conſummate; never 
was diſaſtrous revolution ſo ſudden. The 
lightning, which conſumed his cattle, 
was not more terrible, and ſcarce more 
inſtantaneous. The joyful parent is be- 
reft of his offspring, and his children 
care buried in death. The man of af- 
Auence 1s ſtript of his abundance; and 
he, who was x hee” in ſcarlet, embraces 


the dung-hill, The venerable patriarch 


is the deriſion of ſcoundrels; and the late 


darling of an indulgent Providence, is 
become © a brother to dragons, a com- 
© panion of owls.'*—Nor need we go 
back to former ages, for proofs of this 
afflicting truth. In our times; in all 
times; the wheel continues the ſane in- 
ceſſant whirl. And frequently thoſe, 
who are triumphing, to-day, in the 
higheſt elevations of joy; to-morrow, 


are bemoaning the engages of mortal 


affairs, in the very depths of miſery*.— 
Amidit ſo much fluctuation and uncer- 
tainty; how wretched is the condition, 
which has no anchor of the ſoul, ſure and 
ſtedfait. May thy lovingekindneſs, O 
God, be our preſent treaſure; and thy fu- 
ture glory, our reverſionary inheritance ! 


Then ſhall our happineſs, not be like 


the full-orbed moon, which is * a light 
that decreaſeth in it's perfection;ꝰ but 
like the ſun, when he goeth forth in his 
ſtrength; and knoweth no other change, 
but that of ſhining more and more unto 
the perfect day. 

Methinks, in this ever- varying ſphere, 
I fee arepreſentation, not only of our tem- 
poral nee, 5s but alſo of our piri- 
ritual accompliſhments. Such, I am ſure, 
1s what the kind partiality of a friend 
would call z!y righteouſneſs : and ſuch, L 
am apt to ſuſpect , is the righteouſneſs 


* 1 believe, I may venture to apply, what the Temanite ſays of the affairs of the wicked, 


to all ſublunary things; as a true deſcription 
DMD dx mM rendered by Schultens, Flumen 
tion (or what they reckon their moſt ſolid and 


f their very great inflability. Job. xxii. 16. 
15 fundamentum eorum. Their founda« 


Which is one of the boldeſt images, and moſt poetical beauties, I ever met with in any 
language, ſacred or profane. In order to have a tolerable conception of the image, and a 


able poſſeſſion) is a flood poured out, 


taſte of it's beauty; you muſt ſuppoſe a torrent of waters, ruſhing in broken cataracts, and 
- with impetuous rapidity, from a ſteep and craggy mountain. Then, imagine to yourſelf 
an edifice, built upon the ſurge of this rolling precipice; which has no other baſis, than dne 
of thoſe headlong whirling waves. Was there ever ſuch a repreſentation of tranſitory 
proſperity, tending, with inconceiveable ſwiftneſs, unto ruin? Yet ſuch is every form of 
Luna lde), that is not grounded on IRS Us, and a participation of his merits, who is 
the Rock of Ages; on IEsus, and his image formed in our hearts, which is the bope of 
glory. | EG ; 

7 I would not be underſtood, as meaſuring, in this reſpect, others by myſelf : but as tak- 
ing my eſtimate, from the unerring ſtandard of Scripture. And indeed, proceeding on this 
evidence, ſupported by this authority, I might have ventured farther than a bare ſuſpicion. 
For © there is not a juſt man upon earth, that doeth good, and finneth not; ſays the Spirit 
of inſpiration by Solomon (Eccleſ. vii. 20.) — Nay, ſuch is the purity, and ſo extenſive are 
the demands of the divine law, that an Apoſtle makes a ſtill more humbling acknowledg- 
ment; © In many things we offend all. (Jam. iii. 2.)—And the unerring Teacher, who 
moſt thoroughly knew our frame, directs the moſt advanced, moſt eſtabliſhed, and moſt 
watchful Chriſtians, to pray daily for the r of their daily treſpaſſes. To which 
teſtimonies, I beg leave to add an elegant paſſage from the Canticles; becauſe, it not only 
expreſſes the ſentiment of this paragraph, but illuſtrates it by the very ſame ſimilitude. She 


(the Church) is fair as the moon; clear as the ſun. Fair as the moon, the leſſer and change - 
you light, in her jan#ification: clear as the ſun, the greater and invariable luminary, in 


er juſiification. The inherent holineſs of believers being imperfect, and ſubjett to many 
anequalities;z while their imputed righteouſneſs is every way complete, and conſtantly like 
elf. Casi. vie 1 V e e eee 
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of every man living. Now we exerciſe 
it, in ſome few Xinſtances; in ſome little 


degrees. Anon, fin revives, and leads 


our ſouls into a tranſient, though un- 
willing captivity. Now we are meet; 
but ſoon a ruffling accident intervenes, 
and turns our compoſure into a fretful 
diſquietude. Now we are humble; ſoon 
we reflect upon ſome inconſiderable or 
imaginary {ſuperiority over others, and 
a ſudden elatement ſwells our minds. 
Now, perhaps, we poſſeſs a clean heart, 


and are warm with holy love. But O! 


how eaſily is the purity of our affections 
falied; how ſoon the fervour of our 
gratitude cooled! And is there not 
ſomething amiſs, even in our beſt mo- 
ments? Something to be a/hamed of, in 
all we are; ſomething to be repented of, 
in all we do? 

With what gladneſs, therefore, and 
adoring thankfulneſs, ſhould we“ ſub- 
© mit to the righteouſneſs of our incar- 
© nate Gop;' and receive, as a divine 
gift, what cannot be acquired by human 
works * -A writer, of the firſt diftinc- 
tion, and uiceſt diſcernment, ſtiles the 
obedience of our glorious Surety, an 
everlaſting righteouſneſs t. Such as was 
ſubje& to no interruption, nor obſcured 
by the leaſt blemiſh ; but proceeded al- 
ways in the ſame uniform tenour, of the 
moſt ſpotleſs perfe&tion.—This righ- 
teouſneſs, in another ſenſe, anſwers the 
prophet's exalted deſcription ; as it's be 
neficial and ſovereign efficacy knows no 
end; but laſts, through all our life; laſts 
in the trying four of death; laſts at the 


deciſive day of judgment; laſts through 


every generation; and will laſt to all 
eternity. — 

Sometimes, I have ſeen that reſplen- 
dent globe ftript of her radiance ; or, ac- 


cording to the emphatical language of 


Scripture, * turned into blood.“ The 
earth, interpoſing with it's opake body, 
mtercepted the ſolar rays, and caſt it's 


own.gloomy ſhadow on the moon. The 
malignant influence gained upon her 


ſickening orb; extinguiſhed, more and 


more, the feeble remainders of light; 


till at length, like ane in a deep ſavoorn, 
no comelineſs was left in her countenance; 
ſhe was totally overſpread with darkneſs. 
—At this juncture, what a multitude of 


* Rom. Y, 17.—xX. 3. 
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eyes were gazing upon the rueful ſpec- 
tacle! Even of thoſe eyes, which diſre- 
rig the empreſs of the night; or be- 

eld her with indifference, when, robed 
in glory, and riding in her triumphal cha- 


riot, ſhe ſhed a ſofter day through the 


nations. But now, under theſe circum- 
ſtances of diſgrace, they watch her mo- 
tions with the molt prying attention. In 
every place, her misfortune is the object 
of general obſervation; and the prevail- 
ing topic of diſcourſe, in every company. 

Is it not thus, with regard to perſons 
of eminence, in their reſpective ſpheres ! 
Kings, at the head of their ſubjects ; 
nobles, ſurrounded with their depen- 
dents; and (after names of ſo much 
grandeur, may I be allowed to add?) 
miniſters, Iabouring among their peo- 
Hat; are each in a conſpicuous ſtation. 

heir conduct in it's minuteft ſtep, eſpe- 
cially in any mſcarriage, wiil be narrow- 
ly turveyed, and critically ſcanned. 
Can there be a louder cail, to ponder the 
paths of their feet, and to be particularly 
jealous over all their ways? — Thoſe, 
who move in inferior life, may groſsly 
offend; and little alarm be given; per- 
haps, no notice taken. But it is not to 
be expected, that the leaſt flip in ther 
carriage, the leaſt law in their character, 
will paſs undiſcovered. Malice, with 


Ser eagle-eyes, will be ſure to diſcern ' 


them; while Cenſure, with her ſurill 
trumpet, will be as far from concealing 
them; as Calumny, with her treache- 
rous whiſpers, from extenuating them. 
A planet may fink below the horizon; 
or a ſtar, for ſeveral months, withdraw 
it's ſhining; and ſcarce one in ten thou⸗ 
fand perceive the loſs. But, if the moon 
ſuffers a tranſient eclipſe, almot half the 
world are ſpectators of her diſhonour. 
Very different was tne caſe, when, at 
this late hour, I have taken a ſolit 
walk on the weſtern cliffs. At the foot 
of the ſteep mountain, the ſea, all clear 
and ſmovth, ſpread itſelf into an im- 
menſe plain, and held a watry mirror to 
the ſkies, Infinite heights above, the 
firmameut ſtretched it's azure expanſe; 
beſpangled with unnumbered ſtars, and 
adorned with the moon, * walking m 
© brightneſs .“ She ſeemed to con- 
tem late herſelf, with a peculiar plcaſure; 


Dan. ix. 24. 


Fe are the light of the world. A city that is ſet on a hill, cannet be hid.” Matths 
Job. xi. 26, | 


Va: while 


40 
while the tranſparent ſurface, both re- 
ceived, and returned her iwer image. 
Here, inſtead of being covered with ſack - 
cloth, ſhe ſhone with a double luſtre; 
or rather, with a luſtre multiplied, in 
proportion to the number of beholders, 
and their various ſituations. 2 
Such, methinks, is the effect of an 
exemplary behaviour, in perſons of ex- 
alted rank. Their courſe, as it is nobly 
diſtinguiſhed, ſo it will be happily in- 
Huential. Others will catch the diffuſive 
ray; and be ambitious to reſemble a 
pattern ſo attracting, ſo commanding. 
Their amiable qualities will not termi- 
nate in themſelves : but we ſhall ſee them 
reflected from their families; their ac» 
quaintance ; their retainers. Juſt as we 
may now behold another moon; trem- 
bling“ in the ſtream; glittering in the 
eanal; and diſplay ing it's lovely impreſs, 
on every collection of waters. 

The moon, philoſophy ſays, is a ſort 
of ſavereign over the great deep. Her orb, 
like a royal ſceptre, ſways the ocean, 
and actuates the fluid realms, It ſwells 


the tides, and perpetuates the reciprocal 


returns of ebb and flow. By which 
means, the liquid element purges off it's 
Klth; and is preſerved, from being pu- 
trefied itſelf, and from poiſoning the 
world. — Is the moon thus operative on 
the vaſt abyſs? And thall not the faith 
. of eternal and infinite delights to come, 
be equally efficacious on this ſoul of mine? 


Far above her argent fields, are treaſures ' 


of happineſs, unſeen by mortal eye; by 
mortal ear unheard; and unconceived by 
any human imagination. In that deſirable 
world, the moſt diſtinguiſhed and exalted 
tonours alſo are conferred ; in compari- 
Jon with which, the thrones and diadems 
of earthly monarchs, are empty pageants, 
and childiſh toys.—Y onder arch of ſap- 
phire, with all it's ſpangles of gold, is but 
the floor of thoſe divine abodes. What 
- then are the apartments; what is the pa- 
lace? How bright with glories ; how 
rich with bliſs? is 
O!] ye manſions of bleſſcdneſs; ye 
beauties of my Father's kingdom; which 


far outſhipe theſe lamps of che viſible 


heaven; tranſmit your ſweet and win- 
ning invitations to my heart. Attract 
and refine, all my affections. With- 
draw them from fagnating,-on the ſordid 
ſhores of fleſh; never ſuffer them to ſettle, 
upon the impure lees of ſenſe; but im- 


:® Spiendet tremul ſub lumine Pontus, | 
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preſs them with emotions of reſtleſs de- 
fire, after ſublime and celeftial joys.— 
Joys, that will proceed, ſtill proceed in 
a copious and everlaſting flow, when 
ſeas ſhall ceaſe to roll:— Joys, that will 
charm every faculty with unimaginable 

leaſure; when the moon, with her wax- 
ing ſplendours, ſhall chear our ſight no 
"Enough forthe den 

nough for the preſent evening.. 

thoughts have been fuſficiently on iſe, 
and my iteps begin to be attended with 
wearineſs. Let me obey the admoni- 


tion of nature; and give reſpite to my 


meditations, ſlumber to my eyes.—But 
ſtay.—Shall I retire to the bed of ſleep, 
with as little ceremony, and with as 
much inattention, as the brutes-to their 
ſordid lair? Are no acknowledgments 
due to that divine Being, who is the ſup- 
port of my life, and the length of my 
days? Have IT no farther need of his 
protecting care; no more occaſion for 
the bleſſings of his goodneſs ?—Lepidus, 
perhaps, may laugh at the bended knee 
and have a thovſand darts of raillery, 
ready to diſcharge on the practice of de- 
votion. The wits I know are unmer- 
cifully ſevere on, what bey call, the 
drudgery of prayer, and the fantaſtical 
rant of praiſe. Theſe they leave to the 
illiterate labourer, and the mean mecha- 
nic; or treat them, with a contemptu- 
ous ſneer, as the parſon's ignoble trade. 
Is it then an inſtance of juperftitious 
blindneſs, to diſtinguiſh ; or of wwhim- 
ical zeal, to celebrate; the moſt ſuper- 
eminent excellency and merit? Is it an 
ungraceful b:fine!s; or does it argue a 
groveling diſpoſition z to magnify good- 
neſs, tranſcendently rich and drffufive ? 
— What can be ſo truly becoming a de- 
pendent ſtate, as to pay our adoring ho- 
mage, to the Author of all Perfection; 


and profeſs our devoted allegiance, to 


the ſupreme Almighty Governor of the 
univerſe? - Can any thing more ſignifi- 
cantly beſpeak an ingenuous temper ; or 
adminiſter a more real ſatisfaction to it's 
fineſt feelings; than the exerciſes of pe- 
nitential devotion? By which we give 
vent to an honeſt anguiſh; or melt into 
filial ſorrow; for our inſenſibility to the 
beſt of friends, for our diſobedience to 
the beſt of parents ?—In a word; can 
there be a more ſublime pleaſure, than 
to dwell, in fixed contemplation, on the _ 
beauties of the Eternal Mind; the ami- 


VII. 
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able Original of all that is fair, grand 
and harmonious; the beneficent Giver of 
all that is convenient, comfortable, and 
aſeful ?—Can there be a oy advan- 

eous employ, than to preſent our re- 
gelt to Fe Pacher of Mercies; open- 
ing our minds to the irradiations of his 
wiſdom, and all the faculties of our fouls 
to the communications of his grace ?— 
It is ſtrange, unaccountably ſtrange, that 
the notion of dignity in ſentiment, and 
the purſuit of refined enjoyment, ſhould 
ever be diſunited from devation. - That 
perſons, who make pretenſions to an im- 
proved taſte, and exalted genus, ſhould 
negle& this moſt ennobling intercourſe, 
with the wiſeſt and beſt * beings; the 
inexhauſtible ſource of honour and 


hal I be deterred, from 14 
this Source of the pureſt delight? De- 
terred, from purſuing this higheſt im- 
provement of my nature? Deterred from 
all, by a formidable banter; or confuted, 


by one zrrefragable ſmile ?—No ; let the 


moon, in her reſplendent ſphere; and 
vonder pole, with all it's ftarry train; 
witneſs, if I be ſilent even or morn. If 
J refrain to kindle in my heart and breathe 
from my lips, the reaſonable incenſe of 
praiſe. Praiſe to that great and glorious 
God, who formed the earth, and built 
the ſkies; who poured from his hand the 
watery world, and ſhed the all- ſurround- 
ing air abroad.—* Thou alſo madeſt 
the Night, Maker Omnipotent! and 
Thou, the Day! which I, though leſs 
than the leaſt of all thy mercies, have 

paſſed in ſafety, tranquillity, and com- 

fort,-When I was den in the extra- 

vagance of dreams, or lay immerſed in 

the inſenſibility of ſleep; thy hand re- 

covered me from the temporary le- 


thargy. Thy hand ſet a new, a deli- 


cately fine edge, on all my blunted 


ſenſes; and ſtrung my ſinews with re- 
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4 

c 

4 

6 
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© cruited vigour. When my thoughts 
© were benumbed and ftupefied, thy 
© quickening influence rouſed them into 
activity; when they were diſconcerted 
© and wild, thy regulating influence re- 
* duced them into order. Refitting me 
< -at once, to reliſh the innocent enter- 
* tainments of an animal, and to enjoy 
© the ſublime gratifications of a rational 
capacity. When darkneſs covered the 
creation, at thy command, the ix aroſe; 
painted the flowers, and diſtinguiſhed 
© every object; gave light to my feet, 
“and gave nature, with all her beautiful 


SGN M @ @ MW RK Ho. 


K A „„ & 1A 6a «6 


ſcenes, to my eye.—To Thee, O thou 
Gop of my ſtrength, I owe the canti 
nuance of my being, and the wivaci 
of my conſtitution, By thy facred 
order, without any conſciouſneſs of 
mine, the wheels of life move, and the 
crimſon fountain plays, Ower-ruled 
by thy exquiſite till, it transforms it- 
ſelf, by the niceſt operations of an in- 
explicable kind of chemiſtry, into a 
variety of the fineſt ſecretions. Which 
guide into the muſcles, and ſwell them 
* foraCtion; or pour themſelves into tlie 
* fluids, and repair their inceſſant de- 
© cays. Which cauſe chearfulneſs fo 
© ſparkle in the eye, and health to bloum 
in the cheek, | 
© Difaftrous accidents, injurious te the 
< peace of my mind; or fatal to the 
© welfare of my body; beſet my paths. 
© But thy faithfulneſs and truth, like an 
© impenetrable fhield, guarded me all 
© around. Under this divine protection, 
© I walked ſecure, amidit legions of 
— perils; and paſſed unhurt, 
through a far greater multiplicity of 
unſeen evils. Not one of my bones 
was broken ; not a ſingle ſhaft grazed 
upof my eaſe ; even nec the eye that 
watched over me, ſaw, in it's wide 
ſurvey, thouſands falling befide me, in 
irrecoverable ruin; and ten thouſands 
« deeply wounded, an my right-hand,— 
« If Fienefs has, at any time, ſaddenetl 
my chamber, or pain harrowed m 
« fleſh; it was a *vhotſome diſcipline, and 
© a gracious ſeverity. - The chaſtiſement 


proved a ſovereign medicine, to cure 


© me of an immoderate fondneſs, for 


5 this imperfe& troubleſome ftatez and 


© to quick'n my deſires, after the unim- 
© bittered enjoyments of my eternal 
* home.—Has not thy munificence, un- 
©wearied and unbounded, ſpread my 
«© fable; and furniſhed it, with the fineſt 
© 'wheat; repleniſhed it, with marrow and 
© fatneſs? While temperance ſweetened 
© the bowl; appetite ſeaſoned the diſh ; 
© contentment and gratitude crowned 


© the repaſt.— Has not thy kindneſs, O 


© Gop of the families of Iſrael, pre- 


© ſerved my affectionate relations; who 
c ſtudy, by their tender offices, to ſoften 
© every care, and heighten every joy? 
© Has not thy Kindneſs given me valu- 
cable /7i2xds; whoſe preſence is a cor- 
© dial, to chear me in a dejected hour; 
© and whoſe converſation, mingles im- 
© provement with delight? 
When finlay diſguiſed amidſt flowery 
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© ſcenes of pleaſure; enlightened b oy 
c wiſdom, I diſcerned the latent miſchief; 
made reſolute by thy grace, I hunned 
© the luſcious bane. If, through the 
jimpulſe of ſenſuality, or the violence 
of paſſion, I have been hurried into 
the ſnare, and ſtung by the ſerpent ; 
thy faithful admonitions, have recalled 
the fooliſh wanderer; while the blood of 
thy Son, has healed his deadly wounds. 
— Some, no doubt, have been cut off 
in the midſt of their iniquities ; and 
tranſmitted, from the thrillings of pol- 
luted joy, to the agonies of eternal de- 
ſpair. hereas, I have been diſtin- 
guiſhed by long-ſuffcring mercy ; and, 
inſtead of lifting up my eyes in tor- 
ments, to behold a heaven irrecover- 


the pleaſing views of being admitted, 
© ere long, into thoſe abodes of endleſs 
6 felicity.—In the mean time, thou haſt 
© youchſafed me the revelation of thy 
© will; the influences of thy Spirit; and 
© abundance of the moſt effectual aids, 
© for advancing in knowledge, and grow- 
© ing in godlineſs: for becoming more 
© conformable to thy Images and more 
© meet for thy preſence: for taſting the 
c pleaſures of religion, and ſecuring the 
© riches of eternity. 

© How various is thy beneficence, O 
c thou lover of ſouls! It has unſealed 
© a thouſand ſources of good; opened a 
© thouſand avenues of delight; and heap- 
ed bleſſings upon me, with a ceaſeleſs 
© liberality. It I ſhould attempt to de- 
© clare them; they would be more than 


_< the far hoſt, which glitter in this 
unclouded ſky; more than the daquy _ 


* 


ably loſt; I may lift them up under 


C gems, which will adorn the face of 


© the morning. 2 | 
And mall I forget the GOD of my 
© ſalvation, the Auther of all my mera 
© cies? Rather let my pulſe forget to 
© beat !-Shall I render Him 70 expreſ- 
© ſions of thankfulneſs ? Then might all 
© naturereproach my ingratitude.— Shall 
I reſt ſatisfied with the bare acknow- 
ledgment of my lips? No: let my life 
be vocal, and ſpeak his praiſe, in that 
only genuine, that moſt emphatical 
language—the language of devout obe- 
dience. Let the will be drawn upon 
my very heart; let all my affections 
acknowledge the draught; and let the 
whole tenour of my actions, in time 
and through eternity, be continually 
paying the debt—the ever- pleaſing; 
ever-growing debt of duty, veneration; 
and love. | 
And can I, O thou Guide of my 
goings, and Guardian of all my in- 
tereſts can I diſtruſt ſuch ſignal, ſuch 
experienced goodneſs? Thou haſt been 
my helper, through all the buſy ſcenes of 
day : therefore, under the ſhadow of thy 
wings will I repoſe myſelf, during the 
darkneſs, the * and death- like 
inactivity of the night. Whatever 
defilement I have contracted, waſh it 
thoroughly away, in redeeming blood; 
and let neither the ſinful ſtain, nor the 
ſinful inclination, accompany me to 
my couch! Then, ſhall T lay me down 
in peace, and take my reſt; chearfully 
referring it to thy all-wiſe determina- 
tion, whether I ſhall open my eyes in 
this world, or awake in the unknown 
regions of another. 
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THERE DWELLS A NOBLE PATHOS IN THE SKIES, 
WHICH WARMS OUR PASSIONS, PROSELYTES OUR HEARTS, 
HOW ELOQUENTLY SHINES THE GLOWING POLE! 

WITH WHAT AUTHORITY IT GIVES IT'S CHARGE, 
REMONSTRATING GREAT TRUTHS IN STILE SUBLIME! 
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Soul; a Solicitude for it's final Welfare urged— An unthinking View of the 
Skies is affecting; much more a rational and devout one—The Scantineſs of 
our Knowledge, with Regard to the celeſtial Bodies; after all our Search, they 
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N. B. It may ſeem unaccountable to an unlearned reader, that aſtronomers 
ſhor 1-1 ſpeak fuch amazing things; and ſpeak them with ſuch an air of aſurance; 
A ning the diſtances and magnitudes ;z the motions and relations, of the hea- 
venly bodies. I would deſire fuch a perſon to conſider the cafe of EcLipses, and 
with what exadtneſs they are calculated. They are not only foretold, but the very 


inſtant of their beginning is determined. The preciſe time of their continuance is 


aſſi gned; aſſigned, almoſt to the icety of a moment; and what is ſtill more ſur- 
priſing, for the ſpace of hundreds or theuſends of years to come.—As this is a 
matter of fact, abſolutely indiſputable ; it is alfo a very obvious, yet ſolid demon- 
ſtration, that the principles of ſcience, on which thoſe calculations proceed, are not 


mere conjecture, or precarious ſuppoſition; but have a real, a certain foundation, 


in the nature and conſtitution of things, 
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* variety of images; w. 


CONTEMPLATIONS 


ON THE 


STARRY HEAVENS, 


» 


i Yer S evening, I exchange the nice 
retreats of art, for the noble thea- 
tre of nature. Inſtead of meaſuring my 
ſteps, under the covert of an arbour; let 
me range along the ſummit, of this gen- 
tly riſing hill.—There 1s no need of the 
leafy ſhade, fince the ſun has quitted the 
honzon, and withdrawn his ſcorching 
beams. But ſee, how advantages and 


inconveniencies are uſually linked, and 


chequer our affairs below ! If the annay- 
ig heat ceaſes, the landſcape, and it's 
pleaſing ſcenes, are alſo removed. The 
majeſtic caſtle, and the lowly cottqꝑe, are 
vaniſhed together. I have loſt the aſ- 


piring mountain, and it's ruſſet brow; 


I look round, but to no purpoſe, for the 
humble vale, and it's flowery lap. The 
plains whitened with flocks, and the 
heath yellow with furze, diſappear. The 
advancing night has wrapt in darkneſs 
the long extended foreſt; and drawn her 
mantle, over the windings of the filver 
ftream. I no longer behold that luxu- 


. riant fertility in the fields; that wild 


magnificence of proſpect, and endleſs 

hich have ſo often 
touched me with delight, and ſtruck me 
with awe, from this commanding emi- 


2 nence. 


The loſs, however, is ſcarcely to be 
regretted z ſince it is amply compen- 
ſated, by the opening beauties of the 
| Here I enjoy a free view of the 
whole hemiſphere ; without any obftacle 
from below, to confine the exploring 
eye; or any cloud from above, to over- 
caſt the ſpagigys concave. is true; 
the lively vermilion, which fo latel 
ſtreaked the chambers of the welt, is all 


Faded. But the planets, one after ano- 


* 


ther, light up their lamps; the fars ad- 


vance in their glittering train; a thou- 
ſand and a thouſand luminaries, ſhine 
forth in ſucceſſive ſplendors; and the 
whole firmament is kindling into the 
the molt beautiful glow. The blueneſs 
of the æther, heightened by the ſeaſon 
of the year, and ſtill more enlivened by 
the abſence of the moon, gives thote 
gems of heaven the ſtrongeſt luſtre. 

One pleaſure more, the invading 
loom has not been able to ſnatch, 
rom my ſenſe. The night rather im- 
proves, than deſtroys, the fragrance 
which exhales from the blooming beans. 
With theſe, the fides of the flo ing de- 
clivity are lined; and with theſe, the 
balmy zephyrs perfume their wings. 
Does Arabia, from all her ſpicy groves, 
breathe a more liberal, or a more charm- 
ing gale of ſweets? And, what is a pe- 
culiar recommendation of the rural en- 
tertainments, preſented in our happy 
land, they are alloyed by no apprehen- 
ſions of danger. No poiſonous ſerpent, 
lurks under the bloſſom ; nor any ra- 
venous beaſt, lies ready to ſtart from the 
thicket, - But, I wander from a far more 
exalted ſubject. My thoughts, like my 
affections, are too caſily diverted from 
the heavens, and detained by inferior 
objects. Away, my attention, from 
theſe little blandiſhments of the earth; 
ſince all the glories of the fey invite thy 
regard. 

We have taken a turn among the 
Tombs, and viewed the ſolemn memo- 
rials of the dead: in order to learn the 
vanity of mortal things, and to break 
their ſoft enchantment. We have ſur- 
veyed the ornaments of the garden ; not - 

; " 1 be 


—ͤ—6ä4——m65 —ꝛ—ñ—e —ö.w: Ä—Ä—Uö — : — .ę˖᷑ . — ñ ͤꝶ—— — 


— - 
— 


* 


48 CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE STARRY HEAVENS, 


that the heart might be planted in the 
parterre, or take root among the flowery 


race: but that theſe delicacies of a day, 
might teach us to aſpire after a better 


| paradiſe; where beauty never fades, and 


delight is ever in the bloom.—A. third 
time we lighted the candle of meditation; 
and fought for wiſdom, not in the 
crouded city, or wranghng ſchools, but 


in the ſilent and lonely walks of antient 


Night*.——Let us once more indulge the 
contemplative vein, and raiſe our ſpecu- 
lations to thoſe ſublimer works of the 
great Creator; which the regions of 
the {ky contain, and this duſky hour un- 


veilsÞ. 


If we have diſcerned the touches of 
his pencil, glowing in the colours of 
ſpring; if we have ſcen a ſample of his 
ee exhibited in the ſtores of na- 
ture; and a ray of his brightneſs, beam - 
ing in the blaze of day; what an infi- 
nitely richer field for the diſplay of his 
perfections, are the Heavens! The FHea- 
dens, in the moſt emphatical manner, 


declare the glory of Goo. The Hea- 


vens are nobly eloquent of the Deity, 
and the moſt magnificent heralds of 
their Maker's praiſe. They ſpeak to 


the whole univerſe; for there is neither 


ſpeech fo barbarous, but their language 
is underſtood; nor nation ſo diſtant, but 


their voices are heard among them. 


Let me then, in this ſolemn ſeaſon, 
formed for thought, and a calm inter- 
courſe with Heaven; let me liſten to their 


filent lectures. Perhaps, I may receive 


ſuch impreſſive manifeſtations of the 
Eternal Power and Godhead,” as may 
Hed religion on my ſoul, while I walk the 


ſolitary ſhades; and may be a tutelary 
Friend to my virtue, when the call of 
buſineſs, and the return of light, expoſe 
me — to the inroads of temptation. 
The Iſraelites, inſtigated by frenzy 
rather than devotion, worſhipped the 
hoſt of heaven. And the pretenders to 
judicial talk of, Ik now not what, 
myſterious efficacy; in the different aſ- 
pect of the ſtars, or the various con- 
junction and oppoſition of the planets. 
Let thoſe, who are unacquainted with 
the ſure word of Revelation, give ear to 
theſe ſons of deluſion, and dealers in 
deceit. For my part, it is a queltion of 


indifference to me, whether the conſtel- 


lations ſhone with ſmiles, or loured in 
frowns, on the hour of my nativity. 
Let CHRIST be my guard; and, ſecure 
in ſuch a protection, I would laugh at 


their impotent menaces. Let CHRIST - 


be my guide; and I ſhall ſcorn to aſk, 
as well as deſpair of receiving, any pre- 
dictory information from ſuch ſenfeleſs 
maſſes. —What! ſhall © the living ſeek 
© to the dead?“ Can theſe bodies ad- 


vertiſe me of future events, which are 


unconſcious of their own exiſtence ? 
Shall I have recourſe to dull unintelli- 
t matter, When I may apply to that 
. ile Being who, a 4 3 
henſive glanee, diſtinctly views whatever 
is lodged in the boſom of immenſity, or 
forming in the womb of futurity ?—Ne- 
ver, never will I ſearch fer any intima- 
tions of my fate; but often trace my 
Creator's footfleps$, in yonder ftarry 
lams. In the former ff on they would 


teachers of lies; in the latter, they 


are oracles of truth. In this, therefore, 


* Referring to the ſeveral ſubjeQs of the three preceding eſſays. 
+ Night opes the nobleft ſcenes, and ſheds an awe, 
Which gives thoſe venerable ſcenes full weight, 
And deep reception in th' enteader'd heart, 


1 Plal. xix. Jo 


Nreur TwovcuTs, Ne IX. 
J Ifa. vii. 19. 


CI is moſt becoming, ſays a great author, *ſuch imperfe& creatures as we are, to 


P , —rW 


s contemplate the works of GOD, with. ris deſigu that we may diſcern the manifeſtations 
© of wiſdom in them; and thereby excite in ourſelves thoſe devout affections, and that ſu- 
© perlative reſpect, which is the very eſſence of praiſe, as it is a reaſonable and moral ſer- 
© vice, ww ABERNETHY on the Attributes. — And, indeed, if we are ſincerely diſpoſed to 
employ ouffelves in this excellent, this delightful duty of praiſing the infinite Creator; the 
means, and the matives, are both at hand. His works, in a wonderful and inſtructive va- 
riety, preſent themſelves; w;th pregnant manifeſtations of the moſt tranſcendent excellen- 
cics of their Maker. They pour their evidence from all quarters, and into all the avenues 
of the mind. They invite us, eſpecially in the magnificent ſyſtem of the univerſe, to con- 
template - Connſel, eonſummately witez and Execution, inimitably perſect: — Hover, to 


. which nothing is impoſſible z and Goodneſs, which extendeth to all, which endureth for 


ever. To give, not a full difplay, but only ſome ſight rictures, of theſe: glorious truths, 
is the principal ſcope of the following remarks. ; | : | 
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this ſenſe only, I profeſs myſelf the pu- 


pil of the ſtars. | 
The vulgar, are apprehenſive of no- 

thing more, than a multitude of bright 

hangles, dropt over the #thereal blue. 


hey have no higher notion of theſe 


fine appearances, than that they are fo 
many golden fluds, with which the em- 
pyrean arch is decorated. But ſtudious 
minds, that carry a more accurate and 
ſtridt inquiry among the celeftial bodies, 
bring back advices of a maſt 2 
import. Let me juſt recolle& the mo 

material of thoſe fxpexdous diſcoverics ; 
in order to furniſh out proper ſubjects for 
coutemplation. And let the unlearned 
remember, that the ſcene I am going to 
diſplay, is the workmanſhip of that in- 


comprehenſible Gop, who 1s perfect 


in knowledge, and mighty in power. 
Whoſe name, whoſe nature, and all 


. whoſe operations, are * great and mar- 
© vellous,*” Who ſummons into being, 


with equal eaſe, a fingle grain, or ten 


thouſand worlds.— To this if we con- 


tinually advert, the aſſertions, though 
they will certainly excite our admira- 
tion, need not tranſcend our belief. 

The earth is, in fact, a round body; 


however it may ſeem, in ſome parts, to 


be ſunk into vales, and raiſed into hills“; 
in other parts, to be ſpread into a ſpa- 
cious plain, extending to the confines 


of the heavens, or terminated by the 


waters of the ocean.—We may fancy, 
that it has deep foundations, and reſts 
upon ſome prodigionfly ſolid baſis.— 
But it is pendent, in the wide tranſpicuous 
=ther; without any viſible cauſe, to up- 
hold it from above, or ſupport it from 
beneath.— It may ſcem to be ſedentary 
in it's attitude, and motionleſs in it's 
ſituation. But it is continually ſailing t, 
through the depths of the 2 ; and in 
the ſpace of twelve months, finiſhes the 
mighty voyage. Which periodical ro- 
tation, produces the ſeaſons, and com- 


pleats the year. As it proceeds in the 
annual circuit, it ſpint upon it's own 
centre; and turns it's ſides, alternately 
to the fountain of light. By which 
means, the day dawns in one hemiſphere, 
while the night ſucceeds in the other. 
Without this expedient, one part of it's 
regions would, during half the great re- 
volution, be ſcorched with exceſſive heat, 
or languiſh under an unintermitted 
glare: while the other, expoſed to the 
contrary extremes, would be frozen to 
ice; and buried under a long o 

of diſmal and deſtructive darkneſs. 

I cannot forbear taking notice; that, 
in this compound motion of the earth, 
the one never interferes with the other, 
but both are perfectly compatible. Is it 
not thus, with. the precepts of religion, 


and the needful affairs of the preſens 


life; not excepting even the innocent 
gratifications of our appetites?——Some, 
I believe, are apt to imagine, that they 
muft renounce ſociety, if they devote 
themſelves to CHRIST; and aban- 
don all the ſatisfactions of this world, 
it they once become zealous candidates 
for the felicity of axother.—But this is 
a very miſtaken notion, or elle a very 
injurious repreſentation, of the doctrine 
which is according to godlineſs. It was 
never intended to drive men into de- 
farts; but to lead them, through the 
ceful and pleaſant paths of wiſdom, 
into the bliſsful regions of life eternal. 
It was never intended to ſtrike off the 
wheels of buſineſs, or cut in ſunder the 
finews of induſtry; but rather, to make 
men induſtrious from a principle of con- 
fcience, not from the inſtigations of awva- 
rice; that ſo, they may promote their 
immortal happineſs, even while they 
ovide for their temporal maintenance. 
Fc das no deſign to extirpate our paſſions, 
but only to reftrain their irregularities; 
neither would it extinguiſh the delights 
of ſenſe, but prevent them from evapo- 


A learned writer, I think, Dr. Derham, has ſome here an obſervation to this pur- 
poſe— That the loftieſt ſummits of hills, and the mot enormous rieges of mountains, are no 
rea} objection to the g/:b1/2r or round form of the earth. Becauſe, however they may ren- 
der it, to our limited fight, vaſtly uneven and protuberant; yet, they bear no more pro- 
portion to the intire ſurface of the terraqueous ball, than a particle of duſt, caſually dropt 
on the mathematician's globe, bears to it's whole circumference. Conſequently, the rotond 
figure is no more deſtroyed in the former caſe, than in the latter.—On the ſame principle, 
I have not thought it neceſſary, to take any notice of the comparatively ſmall difference, 
between the polar and eguaterial diame er of the earth. 11 i e 

+ With what an amazing ſpeed, this veſſel (if I may carry on the alluſion, ) filled with a 


multitude. of nations, and freighted witll all 


ierherca! ſpace ; fre page $7; in note. 


their poſſeſſiuns, makes her way through the 


Tatirg 
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rating into vanity, ' and ſubſiding into 
—A perſon may be chearful among 

is friends, and yet joyful in GOD. 
He may taſte the ſweets of his earthly 
eſtate; and, at the ſame time, cheriſh his 
hopes of a nobler inheritance in heaven. 
The trader may proſecute the demands 
of commerce, without —— to ne- 
gociate the affairs of his ſalvation. The 


warrior may wear his ſword; may 


draw, in a juſt cauſe, that murderous 
weapon; yet be a good ſoldier of JE- 
SUS CHRIST, and obtain the crown 
that fadeth not away, The parent may 
lay up a competent portion tor his chil- 
dren, and not forteit his title to the trea- 
fures, either of grace or of glory.—So0 
far is Chriſtianity, from obſtructing any 
valuable intereſt, or with-holding any 
real pleaſarez that it improves the one, 
and advances the other. Juſt as the 
diurnal and annual motions, are ſo far 
from claſbing, that they entirely accord; 
and, inſtead of being deſtructive of each 
other, by mutually blending their ef- 


fects, they give proportion and harmony 
to time, fertility and innumerable be- 


nefts to nature. | 

Tous, who dwell on it's ſurface, the 
earth is by far the mt extenſive orb; 
that our eyes can, any-where, behold. 
It is alſo cloathed with verdure; diftin- 
gniſhed by trees; and adorned with a 


variety of beautiful decorations. Where 


as, to a ſpectator placed on one of the 
planets, it wears an uniform aſpect; 
looks all luminous, and zo larger than 
a ſpot. To beings, who dwell at ſtill 
greater diſtances, it intirely diſappears. 
— That which we call, alternately, the 
Morning and the Evening- ſtar; as in one 
part of her orbit, ſhe rides foremoſt in 
the proceſſion of night; in the other, 
uſhers in and anticipates the dawn; is a 


planetary world. - Which, with the four 
others, that ſo wonderfully vary their 


myſtic dance, are in themſelves dark 
bodies, and ſhine only by reflection: 
have fields, and ſeas, and ſkies, of their 
own: are furniſhed with all accommo- 


dations for animal ſubſiſtence, and are ſup- 
poſed to be the abodes of intellectual lite. 
All which, together with this our, earthly 
habitation, are dependent on that grand 
diſpenſer of divine munificence, the Sun; 
receive their light from the diſtribution 
of his rays, and derive their comforts 
from his benign agency. 

The ſur, which ſeems to perform it's 


daily ſtages through the ſky, is, in this. 


reſpect “, fixed and immoveable, Tis 
the great axle of heaven, about which 
the globe we inhabit, and other more 
ſpacious orbs, wheel their ſtated courſes. 
—'The Tun, though ſeemingly ſmaller 
than the dial it illuminates, is abund- 
antly larger f than this whole earth; on 


which ſo many lofty mountains riſe, and 


ſuch vaſt oceans roll. A line, extending 
from fide to fide, through the centre of 
that reſplendent orb, would meaſure more 
than eight hundred thouſand miles: a 
girdle, formed to go round. it's circum - 
ference, would require a length of mil- 
lions: were it's folid contents to be eſti- 
mated, the account would over-whelm 
our underſtanding, and be almoſt beyond 
the power of language to expreſs f.—Are 
we ſtartled at theſe reports of philoſophy? 
Are we ready to cry out, in a tranſport 
of ſurprize? © How mighty is the Being, 
* whokindled ſuch a prodigious fire; and 
© keeps alive, from age to age, ſuch an 
© enormous mals of flame! Let us at- 
tend our philoſophic guides, and we ſhall 
be . acquainted with ſpeculations, 
more inlarged and more amazing. 

This ſun, with all it's attendant pla- 


nets, is but a very little part of the grand 


machine of the univerie. Every far, 
though, in appearance, no bigger than 
the diamond, that glitters upon a lady's 
ring ; 1s really a vaſt globe, like the fan 
in ſize, and in glory; no leſs ſpacious, 
no leſs luminous, than the radiant ſource 
of our day. So that every ſtat is, not 
barely a world, but the centre of a mag« 
nificent ſyſtem; has a retinue of worlds, 


irradiated by it's beams, and reyolvin 


round it's attractive influence. Al 


* I ſay, in this reſpect; that I may not ſeem to forget, or exclude, the revolution of tlie 


ſun round it's own axis. 


$ 


+ A hundred thouſand times, according to the laveſt reckoning. Sir Iſaac Newton 
computes the ſun to be goo ooo times bigger than the earth. Religious Phileſopber, p, 749. 
1 Dr. Derham, after having calculated the dimenſions of the planets, adds; © Amazing 


© as theſe maſſes are, they are all far outdone by that ſtupendous globe of light, the fur; 


* which as it is the fountain of light and heat, to all the planets about it, fo doth it far ſur- 
« paſs chem all in it's bulk: it's apparent diameter being computed at 822, 148 Engliſh miles, 


© 31's ambit at 2, 692,873 miles, and it's ſolid co 


« Hfirbl.-Theo, Book 1, Chap. II. 


ntcAts at 2990,991,000,009,000,0004" 


which 


D 
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which are loſt, to our ſight, in unmea - 
ſurable wilds of æther.— That the ſtars 
appear like ſo many diminutive, and 
ſcarce diſtinguiſhable ports, is owing to 
their immenſe and inconceivable diſtance. 
Immenſe and inconceivable indeed it is; 
fince a ball, ſhot from the loaded can- 
non, and flying with unabated rapidity, 
muſt travel, at this impetuous rate, al- 
moſt ſeven hundred thouſand years“, be. 
fore it could reach the zeareft of thoſe 
twinkling luminaries. . 

Can any thing be more wonderful, 
than theſe obſervations? Yes: there are 


truths, far more ſtupendous; there are 


ſcenes, far more extenſive. As there is 
no end of the Almighty Maker's great- 
nels; ſo no imagination can ſet limits to 
his creating hand. Could you ſoar be- 
yond the moon, and * through all the 
planetary choir: could you wing your 
way to the higheſt, apparent ſtar, and 
take your ſtand on one of thoſe loftieſt 

innacles of heaven: you would, there, 


Tee other ſkies expanded; another ſun, diſ- 


tributing his inexhauſtible beams by 
day; other ſtars, that gild the horrors of 
the alternate night: and other Þ, T 
nobler ſyſtems, eſtabliſhed ; eſtabliſhed, 


in unknown profuſion, through the 
boundleſs dimenſions of ſpace.—Nor 


| ; * See Religious Philoſapber, p. $19. 
+ See Aſtro-Tbeolegy, Book 1. Chap. II. 


does the dominion of the univerſal Sove- 
reign terminate there, Even at the end 
of this vaſt tour, you would find your- 
ſelf advanced no Anker, than the ſub- 
urbs of creation; arrived only at the 
frontiers of the great J&EHOVAn's king- 
dom. | 

And do they tell me, that the ſun, 
the moon, and all the planets, are but 
a little part of HIS works? How great, 
then, are his ſigns! And how mighty are 
his wonders |} !—Andifſo, what is the 
CREATOR Himſelf ! How far exalted 
above all praiſe! Who is ſo high; that 
he looks down on the higheſt of theſe daz- 
ling ſpheres, and ſees even the ſummit of 
creation in a vale: fo great, that this 
prodigious extent of ſpace, is but a point 
in his preſence; and all this confluence 
of worlds, as the lighteſt atom, that fluc- 
wt in air, and ſports in the meridian 
ray . | 
Thou, moſt ſublime and incompre- 
henſibly glorious Gon, how am I over- 
whelmed with awe | How ſunk into the 
loweſt proſtration of mind | When I con- 
ſider thy * excellent greatneſs,” and my 
own utter inſignificancy— And have I, 
exceſſively mean as I am, have I enter- 
tained any concerted apprebenſions of my- 
ſelf? Have I felt the leaſt elatement of 


Where the author, having aſſigned vari- 


ous reaſons to ſupport this theory of our modern aſtronomers, adds - Beſides the fore-men- 
© tioned ſtrong probabilities, we have this farther recommendation of ſuch an account of 
© the univerſe, that it is far more magnificent and worthy of the infinite Creator, than any 
© other of the narrower ſchemes.” 3 | | 

1 Job, after a moſt beautiful diſſertation, on the mighty works of GOD; as they are 
diſtributed through univerſal nature, from the heights of heaven, to the very depths of 
hell; cloſes the magnificent account with this acknowledgment; © Lo! theſe are parts of his 
© ways.* Or, as the original word more literally fignifies; and may, Ithink, be more ele- 
gantly rendered; Theſe are only the ſtirts, the very outermoſt borders of his works. No 
more than a ſmall preface to the immenſe volume of the creation . From the Hebrew rmyp 
Extremitates, I cannot forbear thinking, on the extreme and very attenuated fibres of the 
root, when compared with the whole ſubſtance of the trunt; or on the exquiſitely ſmall fize 


of the capillary veſſels, when compared with the whole ſtructure of the body. Fob xxvi. 14. 


N a : ; Dan. iv. 3. ; ; * 

8 This puts me in mind of a EN, remark on a ſcriptural beauty; and a ſolid cor- 
rection of the common tranſlation ; made by that learned, ſagacious, and devout expoſitor 
Vitringa.—Ifa. xl. 15, We find it written of the Supreme Being, that be raketh up the 
iſles as a wery little thing. Which, our critic obſerves, is neither anſwerable to the import 
of the original, nor — WOE, to the ſtructure of the diſcourſe. The prophet had no inten- 
flon to inform mankind, what the Almighty could do, with regard to the iflands, if he 
pleaſed to exert uncontroulable power. His deſign was to ſhew, how inſignificant, or rather 
what mere nothings they are, In his efteem, and before his Majeſty.— The iſlands,” ſays 
he, though ſo ſpacious, as to afford room for the erection of kingdoms, and the abode of 
nations; though ſo frong as to withſtand, for many thouſands of years, the raging and 
6 reiterated aſſaults of the whole watry world; are yet, before the adored Jxxovan, mall 
© as the minuteſt grain, which the eve can ſcarce diſcern; light as the feathered mote, 
© which the teaſtbreath hurries away like a"tempeſt.—>19) p12 Bs Infulæ ſunt ut leve guid, 
© quod awvolat.. The deep-rooted iſlands are as the volatile atom, which, by the gentleſt 

F-zndulations of the air, is wafte to and fre in fer petusi agitation," 
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rating into vanity, ' and ſubſiding into 
gall. A perſon may be chearful among 
his friends, and yet joyful m GOD. 
He may taſte the ſweets of his earthly 
eſtate; and, at the ſame time, cheriſh his 
hopes of a nobler inheritance in heaven. 
The trader may proſecute the demands 
of commerce, without neglecting to ne- 
gociate the affairs of his ſalvation. The 


warrior may wear his ſword; may 


draw, in a juſt cauſe, that murderous 
weapon; yet be a good ſoldier of JE- 
SUS CHRIST, and obtain the crown 
that fadeth not away. The parent may 
lay up a competent portion for his chil- 
dren, and not forfeit his title to the trea- 


fures, either of grace or of glory.—So 


far is Chriſtianity, from obſtructing any 
valuable intereſt, or with-holding any 
real pleaſarez that it improves the one, 
and advances the other. Juſt as the 
diurnal and annual motions, are ſo far 
from claſbing, that they entirely accord ; 
and, inſtead of being deſtructive of each 
other, by mutually blending their ef- 


feQs, they give proportion and harmony 


to time, fertility and innumerable be- 
nefts to nature. | 

Tous, who dwell on it's ſurface, the 
earth is by far the mt extenſive orb; 
that our eyes can, any-where, behold, 
It is alſo cloathed with verdure; diftin- 
gniſhed by trees; and adorned with a 
variety of beautiful decorations. Where- 
as, to a ſpectator placed on one of the 
planets, it wears an uniform aſpect; 
looks all luminous, and 20 larger than 
a ſpot. To beings, who dwell at ſtill 
greater diſtances, 1t intirely diſappears. 
That which we call, alternately, the 
Morning and the Evening-ſtar; as in one 
part of her orbit, ſhe rides foremoſt in 
the proceſſion of night; in the other, 
uſhers in and anficipates the dawn; is a 


planetary world. Which, with the four 
others, that, ſo wonderfully vary their 


myſtic dance, are m themſelves dark 
bodies, and ſhine only by reflection: 
have fields, and ſeas, and ſkies, of their 
own: are furniſhed with all accommo- 


dations for animal ſubſiſtence, and are ſup- 
poſed to be the abodes of intellectual life. 
All which, together with this our earthly 
habitation, are dependent on that grand 
diſpenſer of divine munificence, the Sun; 
receive their light from the diſtribution 
of his rays, and derive their comforts 
from his benign agency. 

The fun, which ſeems to perform it's 
daily ſtages through the ſky, is, in this 
reſpect “, fixed and immoveable. Tis 
the great axle of heaven, about which 
the globe we inhabit, and other more 
ſpacious orbs, wheel their ſtated courſes. 
—'The ſun, though ſcemingly „naller 
than the dial it illuminates, is abund- 
antly larger F than this whole earth; on 


which ſo many lofty mountains riſe, and 


ſuch vaſt oceans roll. A line, extending 
from fide to fide, through the centre of 
that reſplendent orb, would meaſure more 
than eight hundred thouſand miles: 2 
girdle, formed to go round it's circum - 
ference, would require a length of mil- 
lions: were it's ſolid contents to be eſti- 
mated, the account would over-whelm 
our underſtanding, and be almoſt beyond 
the power of language to expreſs .- Are 
we ſtartled at theſe reports of philoſophy? 
Are we ready to cry out, in a tranſport 
of ſurprize ? © How 2ghty is the Being, 
* whokindled ſuch a prodigious fire; and 
© keeps alive, from age to age, ſuch an 
© enormous mals of flame! et us at- 
tend our philoſophic guides, and we ſhall 
be brought acquainted with ſpeculations, 
more inlarged and more amazing. 

This fun, with all it's attendant pla- 
nets, is but a very little part of the grand 
machine of the univerie. Every flor, 
though, in appearance, no bigger than 
the diamond, that glitters upon a lady's 
ring; is really a vaſt globe, like the ſun. 
in ſize, and in glory; no leſs ſpacious, 
no leſs luminous, than the radiant ſource 
of our day. So that every ſtar is, not 
barely a world, but the centre of a mag 
nificent ſyſtem; has a retinue of worlds, 
irradiated by it's beams, and revolvin 
round it's attractive influence. Al 


* I ſay, in this reſpe&; that I may not ſeem to forget, or exclude, the revolution of thie 


ſun round it's own axis. 


$ 


+ A hundred thouſand times, according to the H4aveſt reckoning. Sit Iſaac Newton 
computes the ſun to be 900 ooo times bigger than the earth. Religious Philcſopher, p, 749. 
I Dr- Derham, after having calculated the dimenfions of the planets, adds; „Amazing 
© as theſe maſſes are, they are all far outdone by that ſtupendous globe of light, the funz 
* which as it is the fountain of light and heat, to all the planets about it, fo doth it far ſur- 
« paſs them all in it's bulk: it's apparent diameter being computed at 822, 148 Engliſh miles, 
it's ambit at 2, 592,873 miles, and it's ſolid contefts at - 29@,991,000,009,000,0002* 


6 Aftrvl.-Thco, Book J. Chap. 11. 
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which are loſt, to our ſight, in unmea- 
ſurable wilds of æther.— That the ſtars 
appear like ſo many diminutive, and 
ſcarce diſtinguiſhable point, is owing to 
their immenſe and inconceivable diſtance. 
Immenſe and inconceivable indeed it is; 
ſince a ball, ſhot from the loaded can- 
non, and flying with unabated rapidity, 
muſt travel, at this impetuous rate, al- 
moſt ſeven hundred thouſand years “, be 
fore it could reach the neareft of thoſe 
twinkling luminaries. 

Can any thing be more wonderful, 
than theſe obſervations? Yes: there are 
truths, far more ſtupendous; there are 
ſcenes, far more extenſive. As there is 
no end of the Almighty Maker's great- 
neſs; ſo no imagination can ſet limits to 
his creating hand.—Conld you ſoar be- 
yond the moon, and paſs through all the 
planetary choir: could you wing your 
way to the higheſt, apparent ſtar, and 
take your ſtand on one of thoſe loftieſt 
pinnacles of heaven: you would, there, 


Tee other ſkies expanded; another ſun, diſ- 


tributing his inexhauſtible beams by 
day; other ſtars, that gild the horrors of 
the alternate night: and other , perhaps 
nobler /y/tems, eſtabliſhed ; eſtabliſhed, 
in unknown profuſion, through the 


boundleſs dimenſions of ſpace. Nor 
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does the dominion of the univerſal Sove- 
reign terminate there, Even at the end 
of this vaſt tour, you would find your- 
ſelf advanced no farther, than the ſub- 
urbs of creation; arrived: only at the 
frontiers of the great JEHOVAH's king- 
dom. | 
And do they tell me, that the ſun, 
the moon, and all the planets, are but 
a little part of HIS works? How great, 
then, are his /igns! And how mighty are 
his wonders |} !—And if ſo, what is the 
CREATOR Himſelf | How far exalted 
above all praiſe! Who is ſo high; that 
he looks down on the higheſt of theſe daz- 
ling ſpheres, and ſees even the ſummit of 
creation in a vale: ſo great, that this 
prodigious extent of ſpace, is but a point 
in his preſence; and all this confluence 
of worlds, as the lighteſt atom, that fluc- 
tuates in air, and ſports m the meridian 
ray d 

Thou, moſt ſublime and incompre- 
henſibly glorious Gon, how am I over- 
whelmed with awe | How ſunk into the 
loweſt proftration of mind! When I con- 
ſider thy * excellent greatneſs,” and my 
own utter inſhgnificancy!—And have I, 
exceſſively mean as I am, have I enter- 
tained any conceited apprehenſions of my- 
ſelf? Have I felt the leaſt elatement of 


| pleaſed to exert uncontroulable power. 


7 See Religious Philoſopber, p. $19. 

. See Aftro-T heology, Book II. Chap. II. Where the author, having aſſigned vari- 
ous reaſons to ſupport this theory of our modern aſtronomers, adds “ Beſides the fore-men- 
© tioned ſtrong probabilities, we have this farther recommendation of ſuch an account of 
© the univerſe, that it is far more magnificent and worthy of the infiuite Creator, than any 
© other of the narrower ſchemes.” | | 

1 Job, after a moſt beautiful diſſertation, on the mighty works of GOD; as they are 
diſtributed through univerſal nature, from the heights of heaven, to the very depths of 
hell; cloſes the magnificent account with this acknowledgment; © Lo! theſe are parts of his 
© ways.* Or, as the original word more literally fignifies; and may, I think, be more ele- 
gantly rendered; Theſe are only the ſtirts, the very outermoſt borders of his works. No 
more than a ſmall preface to the immenſe volume of the creation. From the Hebrew Myp 
Extremitates, I cannot forbear thinking, on the extreme and very attenuated fibres of the 
root, when compared with the whole ſubſtance of the trunt; or on the exquiſitely ſmall ſize 


of the capillary veſſels, when compared with the whole ſtructure of the body. Fob xxvi. 14. 


| Dan. iv. 3. | | 

& This puts me in mind of a K. remark on a ſcriptural beauty; and a ſolid cor- 
rection of the common tranſlation ; made by that learned, ſagacious, and devout expoſitor 
Vitringa.—Ifa. xl. 15, We find it written of the Supreme Being, that be raketh up the 
ifles as a very little thing. Which, our critic obſerves, is neither anſwerable to the import 
of the original, nor . to the ſtructure of the diſcourſe. The prophet had no inten- 
tion to inform mankind, what the Almighty could de, with regard to the iflands, if he 
| His deſign was to ſhew, how inſignificant, or rather 
what mere nothings zbey are, in his eſteem, and before his Majeſty.— The iſlands,” ſays 
he, though ſo ſpacious, as to afford room for the erection of kingdoms, and the abod* of 
nations; though ſo frong as to withſtand, for many thouſands of years, the raging and 
«© reiterated aſſaults of the whole watry world; are yet, before the adored IX HOVAH, ſmall 
© as the minuteſt grain, which the eve can ſcarce diſcern; /ight as the feathered mote, 
© which the leaſt breath hurries away like a tempeſt, D p72 Sx Infulæ ſunt ut leve guid, 


© qued awvolat.. The deep-rooted iſlands are as the volatile atom, which, by the gentleſt 


F-zndulations of the air, is wafted to and fre in perpetual agitation," 


thought, 


52 


thought, in the preſence of ſo majeſtic 
and adorable a Being? How ſhould this 
wound me with ſorrow, and cover me 
with confuſion !—O my GOD, was. I 
poſſeſſed of all the high perfection, which 
accompliſh and adorn the angels of light; 
amidſt all theſe noble endowments, I 
would fall down in the deepeſt abaſement 
at thy feet. Loſt in the infinitely tupe- 
rior blaze of thy uncreated glories; I 
would confeſs myſelf, to be nothing; to 
be leis than nothing, and vanity.—How 
much more ought I to maintain the moſt 
unfeigned humiliation, before thy Divine 
Majeſty; who am not only duſt and aſhes, 
but a compound of ignorance, imperfec- 
tion, and depravity ! 

While, beholding this vaſt expanſe, I 
learn my own extreme meanneſs; L 
would alſo diſcover the abject littleneſs of 
all terreſtrial things. —W hat is the earth, 
with all her oſtentatious ſcenes, com- 
pared with this aſtoniſhingly grand. fur- 
niture of the (ſkies? What, but a dim 
ſpeck, hardly perceivable in the map of 
the univerſe ? It 1s obſerved, by a very 
judlicious writer *, That if the ſun him 
ſelf, which enlightens this part of the 
creation, was extinguiſhed; and all the 
hoſt of planetary worlds, which move 
about him, were annihilated; they would 
not be miſſed, by an eye that can take in 
the whole compaſs of nature, any more 
than a grain of ſand upon the ſea ſhore. 
The bulk of which they conſiſt, and the 

ce which they occupy, is ſo exceed- 
megly little in compariſon of the whole; 
that their loſs would ſcarce leave a blank, 
in the 8 of Gop's works. — If 

then, not our globe only, but this whole 
fyitem, be ſo very diminutive; what is 
2 kingdom, or a country? 


patrimonies of thoſe, who are ſtiled weal - 
thy +? When I meaſure them with my 


ovm little pittance, they {well into proud 


and bloated dimenſions. But, when I 


take the univerſe for my ſtandard, how 


longer on it's painted ſhells. 


What are a. 
few lerdſpbips, or the ſo much admired. 
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ſcanry is their ſize, how contemptible 
their figure! They ſhrink into pompous 


nothings f. 

When the keen-eyed eagle ſoars above 
all the feathered race, and leaves their - 
very ſight: below: when ſhe wings her 
way, with direct aſcent, up the ſteep of 
heaven; and, ſteadily gazing on the me- 
richan fun, accounts it's beaming ſplen- 
dors all her own.: does ſhe then regard; 
with any ſolicitude, the mote that is fly- 
ing in the air, or the duft which ſhe ſhook 
from her feet? And ſhall this eternal 
mind, which 1s capable of contemplat- 
ing it's Creator's glory; which is intended 
to enjoy the viſions of his countenance; 
ſhall this eternal mind, endued with ſuch 
great capacities, and made for ſuch ex- 
alted ends, be fo ignobly ambitiuus, as to 
ſigh for the tinſels of ſtate; or fo poorly 
cow tous, as to graſp after ample territo- 
ries on a needle*'s point? No: under the 
influence of ſuch conſiderations I feel my 
ſentiments expand; and my wiſhes ac- 
quire a turn of fublimity. My throbbing 
defires after worldly grandeur, die away; 


and I find myſelf, if not poſſeſſed of 


power, yet ſuperior to it's charms: —Tos 
long, muſt I own, have my affections 
been pinioned by vanity, and immured 
in this earthly clod. But theſe thoughts 
break the ſhackles |]. Theſe objects open 
the door of liberty. My foul, fired by 
ſuch noble proſpects, weighs anchor from 
this little nook; and coaſts no longer 
about it's contracted ſhores; dotes no 
The im- 
71e:;/aty. of things, is her range; and an 
inſinity of bliſs, is her aim. 

Behold this immenſe expanſe, and ad- 
mire the condeſcenſiun of thy Gop.—In 
this manner, an inſpired and princely 
aſtronomer, improved his ſurvey of the 
nocturnal heavens. When I conſider 
thy heavens, even the works of thy 
fingers, the moon and the ſtars which 
© thou haſt ordained; I am ſmitten with 
wonder at thy glory, and cry out in a 


* Spe. Vol. VIII. Ne 566. — 
+ FJuvat inter ſidera va guntem divium pavimenta ridere, et tetam cum auro ſuo terram. 


1 Terrellæ grandia inania. 


SENs 


Warrs's Hor. Lyr, 


The ſoul of man was made to walk the ſkies, 
Delightful outlet of her priſon here 
There, diſincumber'd from her chains, the ties 
Of toys terreſtrial, ſhe can rove at large; | 
There freely can reſpite, dilate, extend, 


Is full proportion let looſe all her powers. 


Night Thoughts, Ne IS. 
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tranſport of gratitude—* LORD, what 
is man, that thou art mindful of him? 


© or the ſon of man, that thou viſiteſt 


him“? How amazing, how charming, 
cis that divine benignity, which is pleaſed 
to boi down it's ſacred regards, to fo 
< foolith and worthleſs a creature! Vea, 
< difdains not, from the height of infi- 
c nite exaltation, to extend it's kind 
© providential care, to our moſt minute 
concerns This is amazing. But 
© that the everlaſting Sovereign ſhould 
© give his Son, to be made Rich, and 
become our Saviour! Shall I call it a 
© miracle of condeſcending goodneſs ? 
Rather, what are all miracles, what 
care all myſteries, to this ineffable gift!” 

Had the brighteft archangel been com- 


mullioned' to come down, with the olive- 


branch of peace in his hand, ſignifying 
his eternal Maker's readineſs to be re- 
conciled; on our bended knees, with 
tears of joy, and a torrent of thankful- 


neſs, we ought to have received the 


tranſporting news. But when, inſtead 
of ſuch an angelic envoy, he ſends his 
only-begotten Son; his Son beyond all 
thought illuſtrious, to make us the gra- 
cious overture :—ſends him from the 
© habitation of his holineſs and glory,” 
to put on the infir mities of mortality, 
and dwell in a tabernacle of clay :— 
ſends him, not barely to make us a tran- 
ſient viſit, but to abide many years in 
our inferior and miſerable world: — ſends 
him, not to exerciſe dominion over mo- 
narche, but to wear out his life in the 
ignoble form of a ſervant; and, at laſt, 
to make his exit under the infamous cha- 
racter of a malęfactor! Was ever love 


Ike this? Did ever grace ſtoop ſo low + ? 
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Should the fun be ſhorn of all his ra- 
diant honours, and degraded into a clod4 
of the valleys ; ſhould all the dignitaries 
of heaven be depoſed from their thrones, 
and degenerate into inſects of a day; 
great, great would be the abaſement, 
But nothing to thine, moſt blefled IEs us; 
nothing to thine, Thou Prince of Peace; 
when, for us men, and for our ſalvation, 
Thou didſt not abhor the coarſe accom- 
modations of the manger; Thou didſt 
not decline even the gloomy horrors of 
the grave. 

Tis well, the ſacred oracles have given 
this doctrine, the moſt explicit confnma- 
tion, and evidence quite inconteſtable. 
Otherwiſe, a favour ſo undeſerved, fo 
unexpected, and rich beyond all imagi- 
nation, might ſtagger our belief.— 
Could He, wholaunches all theſe plane- 
tary globes, through the illimitable void; 
and leads them on, from age to age, in 
their extenſive career; could HE reſign 
his hands, to be conſined by the girding 
cord; and his back to be plozved, by the 
bloody ſcourge? Could HE, who crowns 
all the ſtars with inextinguiſhable bright- 
neſs; be himſelf defiled with ſpitting, and 
disfigured with the thorny tcar? It is 
the greateſt of wonders, and yet the ſureſt 
of truths, . 

O! ye mighty crbs, that roll along 
the ſpaces ot the ſky ; I wondered, a lit- 


. tle while ago, at your vaſt dimenſions, 


and ample circuits. But now my amaze- 
ment ceaſes ; or rather, is intirely ſwal- 
lowed up by a much more ſtupendous 
ſubjet. Methinks, your enormous bulk 
is ſhrivelled to an atom; your prodigi- 
ous revolutions are contracted to a ſpan z 
while I muſe upon the far more elevated 


PEST es * Pal. viii. 3, 4. 

7 This reminds me of a very noble piece of ſacred cratery, where, in a fine ſeries of the 
moſt beautiful gradations, the apoſtle diſplays the admirably condeſcending kindneſs of our 
Saviour, — He thought it no robbery, it was his indiſputable right, to be equal with the ĩnfi- 


nite, ſelf-exiſtent, immortal GOD. Yet, in mercy to ſinners, be empried himſelf of the 


incommunicable honvurs, and laid afide the robes of incomprehenfible glory. —W hen he en- 
tered upon his mediatorial ſtate, inſtead of acting in the grand capacity of univerſal Sove- 
reign, he took upon bim the form of a ſervant. And not the form of thoſe miniſtering 
ſpirits, whoſe duty is dignity itſelf; who are throned, though adoring. He took not on him 
the nature of angels, but ſtooped incomparably lower. Aſſumed a body of animated duſt, 
and was made in the likeneſs of men; thoſe inferior and depraved creatures, —Aitoniſhing 
<ondeſcenſion ! but not ſufficient for the overflowing richneſs of the Redeemer's love. For, 
being found in faſhion as a man, he humblcd himſelf farther ſtill. Occupied the loweſt place, 
where all was low ard ignoble. He not only ſubmitted to the yoke of the law, but alſo bore 
the infirmities, and miniſtred to the neceſſities of mortals. He even waſhed the feet of 
others, and had not where to lay bis own.head;,— Vea, he carried his meritorious humilia- 
tion, to the very deepeſt degrees of poſſible a baſement. He became obedient unto death 
And not to a common or natural death, but a death more infamous than the gibbeig 

mor torturous than the rack; even the accuried death of the croſs, Phil. ii. 6, 7, % 


5 | heights, 
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| \ 
heights, and unfathomable depths; the 
infinitely more extended lengths, and 
unlimited breadths, of this Love of GOD 
in CHRIST JFESUS*, 
Contemplating this ſtately expanſe, I 
fee a mirror, which repreſents, in the 
- moſt awful colours, the heinouſneſs of 
human guilt.— Ten thouſand volumes; 
wrote on purpoſe, to diſplay the aggra- 
vations of my various acts of diſobe- 
dience; could not ſo effectually convince 
me of their inconceivable enormity, as 
the conſideration of that all-glorious Per- 
for ; who, to make an atonement for 
them, ſpilt the laſt drop of his blood.— 
< have ſinned, may every child of 
Adam fay; and what fhall'I do unto 
© Thee, O Thou Obſerver of men ?” 


Shall I give my firſt-bern for my tranſ— 


greſſion, the fruit of my body for the ſin 
6f my ſoul? Vain commutation! and 
ſuch as would be rejected by the bleſſed 
Gop, with the utmoſt abhorrence.— 
Will all the potentates, that ſway the 
ſceptre in a thouſand kingdoms, devote 
their royal and honoured lives, to reſcue 
an obnoxious creature from the ſtroke 
of vengeance? Alas! it muſt coſt more, 
incomparably more, to expiate the ma- 
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Henity of fin, and fave a guilty wretch 
From bell.— Wil all the 2 of 
heaven be content to aſſume my nature, 
and reſign themſelves to death for my 
pardon ||? Even this, would be too mean 
2 ſatis faction, for inexorable juſtice; too 
ſcanty a rp of Gop's injured 
honour. 80 flagrant is human guilt, 
that nothing, but a victim of infinite 
dignity, could conſtitute an adequate pro- 
pitiation.— Ie who ſaid ! Let there be 
© light, and there was light; Let there 
be n firmament, and immediately the 
blue curtains floated in the ſcy; He muſt 
take fleſh; Hz muſt feel the fierce tor- 
ments of crucifixion; and pour out his 
ſoul in agonies, if ever fuch tranſgreſ- 
ſors are pardoned. e 

How vaſt js that debt; which all the 
wealth of both the Indies cannot diſ- 
charge! How vitiated that habit of body; 
which all the drugs produced by Nature 
herſelf, cannot rectify] But how much 
more ruined was thy condition, O my 
foul! how much more heinous were th 
crimes !- Since nothing leſs than the nd 
ferings and death of Meſſiah, the Son 
of Gop, and radiant image of his glory, 
could effect thy recovery, or cancel thy 


. ® Eph. iii. 18, 19. | : 


' +: Quo guiſque altius aſcendit in agnitione Cur1s 71, eo profundius peceati atrotitatent 


cogn{cet. 


* 


1 Job vii. 20. Not Preſerver, as it ſtands in our verſion, but Obſerver of men. Which 


phraſe, as it denotes the exact and inceſſant inſgo of the divine eye; as it intimates the 


abſolute impoſſibility, that any tranſgreſſion 


uld eſcape the divine notice; is evidently 


moſt proper, both to aſſign the reaſen, and heighten the emphaſes of the context. 
[| Mz. Tox fets this thought, in a very poetical and ſtriking light. All the ſanctities of 
heaven, ſtand fe und the throne of the Supreme e _ Cop foreſees and feretels the fall 
8 K 


of man; the ruin, which will unavoidably enſue on h 
ſ6iliry, of his being able to extricate himſelf, from the abyſs of miſery, 
15 He, with his whole poſterity, muſt dim 


ranſgreſſton; and the utter imp 


4 a JS - W+ 4 — 


Die he, or ſuſtice muſt; unleſs for him 


* 


Some other able, and as willing pay 


2 The rigid ſatisfaction, death for death. | FRED 
After which affecting repreſentation, intended to raiſe the moſt tender emotions of "pity; 


the following inquiry is addreſſed ta all the ſurrounding angels; 


a Say, hęav'nly powers, where ſhall we find ſuch love? | 


: | Which of you will be mortal, to redeem 1 

ö | Man's mortal crime? and die, the dead to fave?  - 
He aſk'd; but all the heav'nly choir ſtood mute, | 
And ſilence was in heaven, | 


There is, to me at leaſt, an inimitable ſpirit and beauty in the laſt circumſtance; That 
ſoch an innumerablaymultitude, of generous and compaſſionate beings, ſhould be ſtruck dun 
with ſurprize and terror, at the very mention of the deadly for feiture anc. '1nſom ſep! Ne 
Kinguage is fo eloquent as this ſlence. Words could not poſſibly have expreſſed, in fo em- 
phatical a manner, the dreadful nature of the taſk; the abjolureinability-of any or all ere a- 
tures to execute it; the ſuper-eminent and matchleſs love of the eterna Son, in undertaking 
the tremendous-work ; not only without teluctance, but unfought and unimplorèd; with 
readineſs, alacrity, and delight. Paradiſe Lo, Book III. Line 209. Edit. BEN TE. 
iniquity. 
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iniquity.— Though perhaps, thou art of it's matchleſs excellency; and weril, 
not ſunk ſo very deep in 13 as believe myſelf, intereſted in it's merits; 
ſome of the moſt abandoned profligates; I know not what it is, to feel any miſ- 
yet remember the ineſtimable ranſom, giving ſuſpicions; but am ſtedfaſt in 
paid to redeem thee from everlaſting de- faith, and joyful through hope. 

ſtruction. Remember this; and never Be my iniquities like debts of millions 
open thy mouth any more“, either of talents, here is more than full pay- 


to murmur at the divine chaſtiſements, ment for all that prodigious ſum. Let 


or to glory in thy own attainments. the enemy of mankind, and accuſer of 
Remember this; and even oath thy- the brethren, load me with invectives ; 
© felf + for the multitude of thy provo- this one plea, A divine Redeemer died, 
© cations," and thy great baſeneſs. moſt thoroughly quaſhes every indict- 

Once more: let me view this beauti- ment. For, though there be much tur- 
ful, this magnificent expanſe; and con- pitude, and manitold tranſgreſſions, 
ceive ſome juſter apprehenſions, of the * there is no condemnation to thoſe that 
unknownrichneſs of my Sawiour's atone- are in CHRISQT JESUs.*—Nay, were 
ment. am informed by a writer, who I chargeable with all the vilelt deeds, 


cannot miſtake, that the High- prieſt of which have been committed in every age 


my profeſſion, who was alſo the ſacri- of the world, by every nation of men; 
fice for my ſins, is higher than the even in this moſt deplorable caſe, I need 
© heavens ;* more. exalted in dignity, not ſink into deſpair. - Even ſuch guilt, 
more bright with glory, than all the though grievous beyond all expreſſion, 
heavenly manſions, and all their illuſ- is not to be compared with that abun- 
trious inhabitants. If my heart was dance of grace and righteouſneſs, which . 
humbled, at the conſideration of it's ex- dwell in the incarnate Divinity. How 


ceſſive guilt; how do all my drooping great, how tranſcendently glorious, are 


powers revive, at this delighttul thought? the per/edions of the adored JEHOVAH ! 


The poor criminal, that ſeemed to be So great, ſo ſuperlatively precious, is 


tottering on the very brink of the infernal the expialn of the dying JESUS. Tis 
pit; is razed, by ſuch a belief, even to 1mpoſlible for the human mind, to elt 
the portals of paradiſe. My ſelf-abaſe- this atonement 5, too highly; it is im- 
ment, I truſt, will always continue; poſſible for the HUMBLE PENITENT, 
but my fears, under the influence of to coxfide in it, too ſteadily. The Scrip- 
ſuch a conviction, are quite gone ||. I tures, the Scriptures of eternal. truth, 
do not, I cannot doubt the efficacy of have laid it, (exult, my foul, in the be- 
this propitiation, While I ſee a glimpſe lief of it!) that the blood on which we 


* Fzek. xvi. 63. + Ezek. xxxvi. 31. 1 Heb. vii. 26. 
| I am ſorry to find, that ſome of my readers were a little diſguſted at this expreſſion 
e My fears ave quite gone. As thinking, it diſcovered a tincture of arrogance in the 
writer, and tended to diſcourage the weak Chriſtian. But, I hope, a more mature confidera- 
tion will acquit me, from both theſe charges. — For, what has the author ſaid? Only, that 


at ſome peculiarly happy moments, when the Holy Ghoſt bears witneſs of CarisT in his 


heart, and he is favoured with a glimpſe of the Redeemer's matchleſs excellency—that, in 
theſe brighter intervals of life, his trembling fears, with regard to the decifive ſentence of the 
great tribunal, are turned into pleaſing expectations. And what is thete in ſuch a decla- 
ration, offenſive to the frifeft modeſty, or diſpiriting to the eveakeſ# believer? Inftead of 


_creating diſcouragement, it points out the way to obtain a ſettled tranquillity, It's natural 


tendency is, to engage the ferious mind in a more conſtant and attentive meditation, on the 
unknown merits of che Divine MEDIATOR. And were we more thoroughly acquainted, 
more deeply affected, with his unutterable dignity; I am perſuaded, our uneaſy apprehen- 
ſions would proportionably vaniſh z our faith be eſtabliſhed, our hopes brightened, and our 
Joys inlarged. Bet f ole 
& This doctrine, though rich with conſolation to the ruined ſinner; yet, is it not likely to 
open a door for licenticuſneſs; and embolden tranſgteſſors to proſecute their VICES ?—No + 


it is the moſt powerful motive th that genuine repentance, which fowws from an unfeigned 


love of God; and oferates in a hearty deteſtation of all fin. One, who knew the unmea- 
ſurable goodneſs of the Lox b, and was no ſtranger to the finful perverſeneſs of our nature, 
ſays—“ There is mercy with Thee: THEREFORE fhalt thou be feared," Pſal. xxx. 4. 


Words, full to my purpoſe; which at once add the higtef authority to this ſentiment, 


and direct our minds to it's proper influence, and due improvement. . 
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rely, is God's own blood“; and there- 
tore all- ſufficient to expiate, omnipotent 
to ſave. 

Dawid, that egregious ſinner, but 
more exemplary ſaint, ſeems to have becn 
well acquainted with this comfortable 


truth. What elſe can be the import of 
that very remarkable, but moſt devout 
declaration? Thou ſhalt purge me 7 
« with hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean: thou 
© ſhalt waſh me, and I thall be whiter 
© than ſnow.—I have been guilty, I 
© muſt confeſs, of the moſt complicated 
and ſhocking crimes z crimes, inflamed 
© by every aggravating circumſtance, 
© with regard to myſelf, my neighbour, 
and my Gop. Myſelf, who have been 
© bleſſed above men, and the diſtinguiſh- 
© ed favourite of Providence; my neigb- 
© bour, who, in the moſt dear and ten- 
© der intereſts, has been irreparably in- 
jured; my GOD, who might juſtly 
expect the moſt grateful returns of 
duty, inſtead of ſuch enormous viola- 
© tions of his law. Yet, all horrid and 
© execrable as my offence is, it is nothing 
© to the ſuperabundant merit of that 
© great Redeemer, who was promiſed 
from the foundations of the world; in 
© whom all my fathers truſted; who 1s 
© the hope of all the ends of the earth. 
© Though my conſcience be more loath - 
'© ſome, wich adulterous impurity, than 
© thedurnghill;though treachery and mur- 
© der have rendered it even black as the 
* gloom of hell; yet, waſhed in the 
« fountain opened for fin and for un- 
& cleanneſs f, I ſhall be—lI ſay not, 
pure only, this were a diſparagement 
© to the efficacy of my Saviour's death; 
© bat I ſhall be fair as the 1%, and white 
* as row, Nay, let me not derogate 
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© dence; cleanſed by this ſovereign ſanc- 
© tifying ſtream, I ſhall be fairer than 
© the full-blown lily, whiter than the 
* new-fallen ſnows. | 
© Power," faith the Scripture, be- 
© Jongeth unto GOD ||.'—And in what 
majeſtic lines, is this attribute of TER 0- 
VAH written, throughout the whole vo- 
lume of the creation? Eſpecially through 
thoſe magnificent pages, unfolded in yon- 
Ger ſtarry regions. Which are therefore 
ſled, by the ſweet and ſeraphic ſinger 
of Iſrael— The firmament of his pow- 
© erh.* Becauſe, the grand exploits of 
Omnipotence are there diſplayed, with the 
utmoſt pomp; and recorded, in the moſt 
legible characters. | 
Who, that looks upward to the mid- 
night ſky ; and, with an eye of reaſon, 
beholds it's rolling wonders ; who can 
forbear enquiring, Of what were thoſe 
mighty orbs formed ?— Amazing to re- 


late! They were produced without ma- 


terials. They ſprung from emptineſs 
itſelf. The ſtately fabric of univerſal 
nature emerged out of nothing. What 
inſtruments were uſed by the ſupreme 
Architect, to faſhion the parts with ſuch 
exquiſite niceneſs, and give ſo beautiful 
a poliſn to the whole? How was all con- 
nected into one fine ly- proportioned, and 
nobly- finiſhed ſtructure? -A bare fiat 
accompliſned all. LET THEM BE, 
ſaid Gon. He added no more; and 
immediately the marvellous edifice aroſe ; 
adorned with every beauty; diſplaying 
innumerable perfections; and declaring, 
amidſt enraptured ſeraphs, it's great 
Creator's praiſe. * By the word of the 
Lob were the heavens made, and all 
© the hoſt of them by the breath of his 
© mouth **."—Whatforcetul machinery 


from the glorious object of my confi- fixed ſome of thoſe ponderous globes, on 


Acts xx. 28. 

+ Pſal. li. 7. Thou ſhalt purge. I prefer this tranſlation, before the new one. Be- 
cauſe this ſpeaks the language of a more ſtedfaſt belief, and gives the higheſt honour to the 
divine goodneſs, Were the words intended to bear no more than the common petitionary 
ſenſe; and not to be expreſſive of a noble plerophery of faith; they would rather have been 
Nen and 202) imperatives, not futurcs, 

1 Zech. xili. 1. }- Pſal. Ixii. 11. § Pſal. cl. 1. 

* Tf this thought is admitted a ſecond time, and ſuffered to ennoble the next para- 
graph; it is partly, becauſe of it's unequalled ſublimity; partly, becauſe it awakens the moſt 
grand idea of creating Power; and partly, becauſe the practice of the Pſalmiſt, an authority 

too great to be controverted, is my precedent.— The beautiful ſtanza quoted from Pſal. 
xxxiif. 6. is a proof, how thoroughly the royal poet entered into the majeſty of the Molaic 
narration, The repetition of the ſentiment, wer. 9, intimates, how peculiarly he was 
charmed, with that noble manner, of deſcribing the divine operations. While the turn of 


his own compoſition ſhews, how perf. &ly he poſſeſſed the ſame elevated way of thinking. 
And this, lapg before Longinus wrote the celebrated treatiſe, which has taught the Hea- 


then, as well as the Chriſtian world, to admire the dignity of the Jewiſh legiſlator's ſtile. 
Vid. LOXGIN. de Sublim. Sect. IX. | | 


- 


an immoveable baſis? What irreſiſtible 
impulſe bowed others, through the cir- 


cult of the heavens ? What coerſive energy 


confined their impetuous courſes, within 
limits aſtoniſhingly large, yet moſt mi- 
nutely true? Nothing but his ſovere:g, 
avill, For all things were at firſt con- 
ſtituted, and all to this day abide, ac- 


cording to his ordinance, 


Without any toilſome aſſiduity or la- 
borious proceſs, to raiſe—to touch—to 


ſpeak ſuch a multitude of immenſe bodies 


into being—to launch them through the 


ſpaces of the ſky, as an arrow from the 


hand of a giant to impreſs on ſuch un- 
avieldy maſſes a motion, far outſtripping 
the ſwiftneſs of the winged creation 
and to contipue them in the ſame rapid 
whirl, for thouſands and thouſands of 
years—What an amazing inſtance of in- 
finite might is this!—Can any thing be 
impoſſible to the Log D, the LORD GOD; 
the Creator and Controuler, of all the 
ends of the earth, all the regions of the 
univerſe ? Rather, is not all that we 
count difficult, perfect eaſe to that glori- 
ous Being, who only ſpake, and the 
world was made f? Who only gave 
command, and the ſtupendous axle was 
lodged faſt, the lofty wheels moved com- 


".CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE STARRY HEAVENS, 57 


plete? What a ſure defence, O my ſoul, 
is this everlaſting ſtrength of thy Gop! 
Be this thy continual refuge, in the ar- 
ticle of danger; this thy never-failing 
reſource, in every time of need. 

What cannot this uncontroulable pow- 
er, of the great JEHOVAH, effect for his 
people? Be their miſeries ever ſo galling, 
cannot this GoD relieve them? Be their 
wants ever ſo numerous, cannot this 
God ſupply them? Be their corrup- 
tions within, ever ſo inveterate; or their 
temptations without, ever ſo importu- 
nate; cannot this mighty, mighty Gon 
ſubdue the former, and fortify them 
againſt the latter? Should trials, with 
an inceſſant vchemence, ſift thee as wheat 
ſhould tribulation, with a weight of woes, 
almoſt grind thee to powder; ſhould 
Pleaſure, with her bewitching ſmiles, ſo- 
licit thee to delicious ruin; yet © hold thee 
faſt by Go, and lay thy help upon 
him, that is omnipotent 1. Thou canſt 
not be involved in ſuch calamitous cir- 
cumſtances, or expoſed to ſuch imminent 
peril; but thy GoD, whom thou ſerveſt, 
is able to deliver thee from the one, and 
to ſupport. thee under the other. To 
ſupport 1 to deliver! Let me not diſho- 
nour the unhmited greatneſs of his power. 


He 


* To give one inſtance of this remark.— The earth, in the diurnal revolution, which it 
performs on it's own axis, wwhirls about at the rate of above a thouſand miles an hour. And 
as the great orbit, which it deſccibes annually round the ſun, is reckoned at 540 m'llions 
of miles, it muſt travel near a million and half, each day. — What a force muſt be requi- 


* 


ſite, to protrude ſo vaſt a globe: and wheel it on, loaded as it is with huge mountains, and 
e rocks, at ſuch a prodigious degree of rapidity! It ſurpaſſes human conception. 


ow natural, how pertinent, how almoſt neceſſary, after ſuch an obſervation, is the ac- 
knowledgment made by holy Fob! I know that Thou canſt ds cwery thing, and that ns 
thought, no imaginable ſcheme, can be wwitholden from thee, can lie beyond thy power to exes, 


cute. Chap. xlii. 2. 


I Pfal. xxxiii. 9. 

1 It is a moſt charming deſcription, as well as a moſt comfortable promiſe, which we find 
in Iſa. xl. 29, 30, 31.— le giveth power to the feeble; and to them that hawe no might at 
all, He not only imparteth, but increaſeth ſtrengtb; making it to abound, where it did 
not ſo' much as exiſt.— Without this aid of JEHovan, even the youths, amidſt the very 
prime of their vigour and activity, ſhall become languid in their work, and weary in their 
courſe. And the young men, to whole reſolution and abilities nothing ſeemed impractica- 
ble, Hall not only not ſucceed, but utterly fall, and miſcarry in their various enterprizes 
Whereas, they that wait upon the LORD, and confide in his grace, ſhall preſs on, with a 
generous ardor, from one degree of religious improvement to ancther. Inſtead of exhaufle 
ing, they ſpall reneau their ftrength; difficulties ſhall animate, and toil invigorate them. 
They ſhall mount up, as with ſoaring wings, above all oppoſition: they ſha'l be carried 


through every diſcouragement, as eagles cleave the yielding air. The 


fall run, with 


ſpeed and alacrity, the way of God's commandments, and not be weary : they ſhall hold 
on, (V progredientur, carpent iter) with conſtancy and perſeverance, in thoſe peaceful 
paths, and not faint; but arrive at the end of their progreſs, and receive the prize of their 


| high calling. | | 
To this moſt chearing doQrine, permit m 


| e to add it's no leſs beautiful and delightful con- 
traſt, Eliphaxz, ſpeaking of the enemies of the righteous, ſays—7P 7M1 82>—which-is 
tendered by a great critic in ſacred learning, Nibil excifum fuctio nobis adverſaria. 


We 
ſhould 
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He is able to exalt thee, from the deep- 
ell diſtreſs, to the moſt triumphant joy; 
and to make even a complication of evils, 
wok. together for thy everlaſting good. 
He is able, not only to accompliſh what I 
have been ſpcaking, but to do exceeding 
e@tundantly above all that we can aſt, or 
ink 

O! the avretched condition of the 
wicked, who have this Lok of all 
power for their enemy! O1 the deſpe- 
rate madneſs of the ungodly, who pro- 
voke the Almighty to jealouſy ! Beſot- 
ted creatures] are you able to contend 
with your Maker, and enter the liſts 
againit incenſcg Oranipotence ? Can you 
tear the fierccnets of his wrath, or ſu- 
ſtain the vengeance of his lifted arm? At 
his preſence, though awtully ſerene, the 
Hills melt like wax, and the mountains 
© ſkip like frighted lambs. At the leaſt 
3ntimation of his diſpleaſure, the founda- 
tions of nature rock, and the * pillars of 
© heaven trembic.” How then can a 
withered leaf endure, when © his lips are 
full of indiguation, and his tongue as 
* adevouring fire? — Or can any thing 
fereen a guilty worm, when the great and 
terrible GoD ſhall awhet his glittering 
Fevord, and his hand take hold on mexor- 
able judgment? When that hand, which 
ſhoots the planets, maſſes of exceſſive 


bulk , with ſuch ſurpriſing. rapidi 
through the {ky : that LET — It ge wt 
the comets to ſuch unmeaſurable diſ- 
tances, beyond the orbit of our remoteſt 
planet, beyond the purſuit of the ſtrong- 
cit eye: when THAT HAND is ſtretched 
out to puniſh, can the munition of rocks, 
the intervention of ſeas, or even interpoſ- 
ing worlds, divert the blow? Confider 
this, Ambition; and bow thy haughty 
creſt. Conſider this, Diſobedience; and 
bend thy iron finew. O] conſider this, 
all ye that forget, or affront, the tremen- 
dous JEHOVAH, He can, by a ſingle 
act of his will, lay the 8 
ruin: and can He want power to bring 
you, in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, to the duſt of death, or to the 
flames of hell? He has—Ifay not, ten 
thouſand lightnings to ſcorch you to 
aſhes ; ten thouſand thunders to cruſh 

ou into atoms; but what is unſpeaka- 

ly more dreadful—He has an army of 
terrors, even in the loo of his ang: 
countenance, His very frown is wor 
than deſtruction. 

I cannot diſmiſs this ſubje&, without 

admiring the patience of the bleſſed Gov. 
Who, though ſo ſtrong and powerful, 


yet * is provoked every day. —Surely, 


as is his majelty, ſo is his mercy; his pity 


altogether commenſurate to his power, 


uvld reckon, our language acquitted itſelf tolerably well, if, when depreciating the abi- 
lities of an adverſary, it ſhould repreſent them weak as the ſcorched thread, feeble as the 
difjolving ſmoke. But theſe are cold forms of ſpeech, compared with the eloquence of the 
eait. According to the genius of our Bible, All the power that oppoſes the godly, is a mere 
nothing; or, to ſpeak with a more emphatical air of contempt, a deſtrecyed, an extirfated 
nr bing. — Admire this expreſſion, ye that are charmed with daring images, and (what 
Tully calls verbum ardens) a ſpirited and glowing dition.—Remember this declaration, ye 
that fight the good fight of faith. The united force of all your enemies, be it ever ſo for- 
midable to the eyeof fleſh, is, before your almighty Guardian, Nibil aibilifſimum, not only 
nothing. but 4% than nothing, and vanity. Fob. xxii. 20. Ke 

* 1 should, in this place, avoid ſwelling the notes any farther, was it not to take notice 
pf the inimitable paſſage quoted above, and to be found Eph. iii. 20.—Which, if I do not 
greatly miſtake, is the maſt complete repreſehtation of Divine power, that it is poſſible 
fer words to trame.—To do all that our tongues can aft, is a miracle of might. But we 
often think more than we can expreſs, and are actuated with * groanings unutterable. Yet, 
tevanſwer theſe vaſt defires, is not beyond the accompliſhment of our heavenly Father, = 
Kay, to make his gifts and his bleflings commenſurate to the largeſt fretch of human expec- 
tations, is a ſmall thing with the God of glory. He is able to do above all, that the moſt 
enlarged apprehenſion can imagine; yea, to do abundantly more, exceeding abundantly more, 


chan the mind itſelf, in the utmoſt exertion of all it's faculties, is capable of <viſhing, or 


knows how to conceive. 


+ One of the plancts ¶ Saturn) is ſuppoſed to be more than go times as big, as the globe 
on which we live. According to the ſame calculation, the largeſt of the planets ( Jupiter) 
as above 200 times vaſter, than this vaſt collection of ſpacious foreſts, towering mountains, 
extenſive continents, and boundleſs oceans. — Such enormous magnitude! winged with ſuch 
prodigious ſpeed !—TIr raiſes aſtoniſhment beyond expreſſion.— With GOD is terrible 
Adaje/iy! Job. xxxvii. 22-—-Who foall not fear THEE, O LORD, and glorify thy name? 

| Wo * 


Rev. xv. 4. - 
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If I vilify but the name of an earthly 


monarch; I loſe my liberty, and am con- 
fined to the dungeon. If I appear in 
arms, and draw the ſword, againſt my 
national ſovereign; my life is forfeited, 
and my very blood wall ſcarce atone for 
the crime. But Thee I have diſhonoured, 
Q Thou King immortal and inviſible 
Againſt thee my breaſt has fomented ſe- 
cret dijſaffetiion; my behaviour has riſen 


up in open rebellion; and yet J am ſpared, 


you I am preſerved. Inftead of being 
iſhed from thy preſence; I fit at thy 
table, and am fed from thy hand. In- 
ſtead of purſuing me with thunder- bolts 
of vengeance, thy favours ſurround me 
on every ſide. That arm, that injured 
arm, which might juſtly fall, with irre- 
trievable ruin, on a traitor's head; 1s 
moſt graciouſly ſtretched out, to careſs 
him, with the tendereſt endearments; to 
cheriſh him, with every inſtance of pa- 
rental kindneſs. -O! thou mightieſt, 
thou beſt of Beings, how am I pained at 
my very ſoul, for ſuch ſhameful and odi- 
ous dilingenuity! Let me always abo- 
minate myſelf, as the baſeſt of creatures; 
but adore that unwearied long-ſuffering 
of thine, which refuſes to be irritated ; 
love that unremitted goodneſs, which no 
acts of gratitude could ſtop, or ſo much 
as check, in it's gracious current. O 
let this ſtubborn. heart; which duty 
could-not bind; which threatenings could 
not awe; be the captive, the awilling cap- 
toe, of fuch triumphant beneficence. 

I have often been ſtruck with wonder 
at that almighty ſkill, which <veighed 
the mountains m ſcales, and the hills in 
a balance ; which proportioned the waters 


the diſt of the earth * by a meaſure. But 
how much more marvellous is that mag- 


nificent Oeconomy, which paiſeu the ſtars 
with inexpreflible nicety, and aueted out 
the heavens with a ſpan! Where all ia 
prodigiouſly vaſt ; immenfely various; 
and yet more than mathematically exact. 
Surely, the auiſdum of Gop manifeſts it- 
ſelf in the ſkies, and ſhines in thoſe lucid 
orbs. Shines on the contemplative mind, 
with a luſtre mcomparably brighter, than 
that which their united iplendors tranſ- 
mit to the eye. F 
Behold yonder countleſs multitude of 
globes; conſider their amazing magni- 
tude; regard them as the fovereigns of 
fo many ſyſtems, each accompanied with 
his planetary equipage. Upon this ſup- 
poſition, what a — of mighty 
ſpheres, muſt be perpetually running 
their rounds, in the upper regions! Yet, 
none miſtake their way, or abander from 
the goal; though they paſs through track - 
leſs and unbounded fields. None ye 
from their orbits, into extravagant ex- 
curſions; none p75 in upon their centre, 
with too near an approach. None iater- 
fere with each other, in their perennial 
paſſage; or intercept the kindly com- 
munications of another's influenceF. 
But all their rotations proceed in eternal 
harmony; keeping ſuch time, and obſerv- 
ing ſuch laws, as are moſt exquiſitely 
apted to the perfection of the whole. - 
While 1 contemplate this © excellent 
© wildom, which made the heavens,” 
and attunes all their mutions; how am E 
abaſhed at that mixture of arrogance and 
folly, which has, at any time, inclined 
me to xuurmur at thy diſpen/atwns, O 
Lord! What is this, but a fort of im- 


- plicit treaſon againſt thy ſupremacy; and 
in the hollow of it's hand, and adjufted 


a tacit denial of thy infinite underſtand- 
ing ?-Haft thou ſo regularly placed ſuch 
a wonderful diverſity of ſyſtems, through 


| — 2 72 xl. 12. The duſt of the earrh, in thisſablime Scripture, fignifies the dry land, os | 
lid part of our globe, Which is placed in contradiſtinction to the whole collection ef fa id 


matter, mentioned in the preceding clauſe Perhaps, this remarkable expreſſion may be in- 
tended to intimate, not only the extreme niceneſs, which ſtated the dimenſions of the world 


in general, or in the groi :; but allo that particular exatineſs, with which the very ſmalleſt 


we) $, that conflitme it's frame, (not excepting each individual atom,) were calculated, 

ad diſpaſed.—g- d. Tis a ſmall thing to ſay, no ſuch enormous redundancies, as unne- 

cellary rjdges of mountains, were ſuffered to ſubſiſt. There was not ſo much as the leak 

2 of ſand ſuperfluous, or a ſingle particle of duſt deficient. — As the grand aim of the de- 
ü 


prion is to celebrate the conſummate wiſdom, exemplificd in the creation; and to diſplay 


that pes, Proportion, with which every part tallies, coincides, and harmoniges, with the 


whole; I have taken leave to alter the word of our Engliſh tranſlation conprelend, and ine 
troduce in it's ſtead a term, equally faithful to the Hebrew, and more higniticative of the 


prophet's preciſe idea. 


The interception of light, by means of an eclipſe, happens very rarely. And then is 
of lo ſhort a continuance, as not to be at all inconvenient, Nay, it is attended with ſuch 
circumſtances, as render it rather uſeful, than prejudicial. | : the 


LAY 
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the ſpaces of the univerſe ?—Didfſt Thou, 
without any eee eſſays, with- 
out any improving retouches, ſpeak them 
into the moſt conſummate perfection ?— 
Doſt thou continually ſuperintend all 
their circumſtances, with a ſagacity that 
never miſtakes the minuteſt tittle of pro- 

riety? And ſhall I be ſo unaccountably 
Hap, as to queſtion the juſtne/s of thy 
diſcernment, in * chooſing my inherj- 
£ tance, and fixing-the bounds of my 
c habitation!'——Not a fingle erratum, in 
modelling the ſtructure; determining the 
diſtance õ; and conducting the career of 
annumbered worlds! And ſhall my pee- 
viſh humour preſume to cenſure thy in- 
terpoſition, with regard to the affairs of 
ene inconſiderable creature; whoſe ſta- 
ture, in ſuch a comparative view, is leſs 
than a ſpan; and his preſent duration, 
little more than a moment? 

Ol thou Gop, in whoſe hand my 
© breath is, and whoſe are all my ways, 
let ſuch ſentiments as now poſſeſs my 
thoughts, be always lively on my heart! 
Theſe ſhall compoſe my mind into a 
chearful acquieſcence, and athankful ſub- 
miſſion; even when afflictions gall the 
ſenſe, or diſappointments breax my 
ſchemes. Then ſhall I, like the grate- 
ful {Patriarch t, in all the changes of 
my condition, and even in the depths of 
diltreſs; erect an altar of adoring reſig- 


nation; and inſcribe it with the Apoſtle's 


motto, To GOD ONLY WISE.“ Then, 
ſhouldſt thou give me leave to be the carv- 
er of my own fortunes, I would hum- 
bly deſire to relinquiſh the grant, and re- 
commit the diſpoſal of mytelf to thy un- 
erring beneficence. Fully perſuaded, 
that thy counſels; though contrary to my 
froward inclinations, or even afflictive 
to my fleſh; are incomparably more eli- 
gible, than the blind impulſe of my own 
will, however ſoothing to animal nature. 

On a careleſs inſpection, you perceive 
no accuracy or uniformity in the poſition 


\ 


of the heavenly bodies. They appear 
like an illuſtrious chaos; a promiſcuous 
heap of ſhining globes ; neither ranked 
in order, nor moving by line.—But, 
what ſeems confuſion, is all regularity. . 
What carries a ſhow of negligence, is 
really the reſult of the moſt maſterly 
contrivance. You think, perhaps, they 
rove in their atrial flight; but they rove 
by the niceſt rule, and without the leaſt 
error. Their circuits, though ſeeming- 
ly devious; their mazes, though intri- 
cate to our apprehenſions ; are marked 
out, not indeed with golden compaſſes, 
but by the infinitely more exact determi- 
nations of the all- wiſe Spirit. | 
So, what wears the appearance of ca- 
lamity, in the allotments appointed for the 


_ godly, has really the zature of a bleſſing. 


It iſſues from fatherly love, and will ter- 
minate in the 1 good. If Joſeph 
is ſnatched from the embraces of an in- 
dulgent parent, and abandoned to fla». 
very in a foreign land; it is in order to 
{ave the holy family, from periſhing by 
famine ; and to preſerve © the ſeed, in 
* whom all the nations of the earth. 
© ſhould be bleſſed.” If he falls into the 
deepeſt diſgrace, it is on purpoſe that he 
may riſe to the higheſt honours. Even 
the confinement of the priſon, by the un- 
ſearchable workings of Providence, opens 
his way to the right-hand of the throne 
itſelf, Let the molt afflicted ſervant of 
Jxsus, wait the final upſhot of things. 
He. will hen diſcover the apparent ex - 
pediency of all thoſe tribulations; which 
:0Ww, perhaps, he can hardly admit, with- 
out reluctance; or ſuffer, without ſome 
ſtruggles of diſſatisfaction. Then, the 
guſhing tear, and the heaving ſigh, will 
be turned into tides of gratitude, and 
hymns of holy wonder. 6: | 

In the mean time, let no audacious 


railer, preſumptuouſly impeach the Di- 


vine procedure; but, adoring where we. 


cannot comprehend, let us expect the 


The ſun in particular (and let this ſerve as a ſpecimen of that moſt curious exactneſs, 
with which the other celeſtial bodies are conſtituted, and all their circumſtances regulated i) f 
the ſun is formed of fuch a determined magnitude, and placed at ſuch a convenient diſtance _ 
as not to annoy, but only refreſh us, and nouriſh the ground with it's kindly warmth. 
If it was larger, it would ſet the earth on fire; if ſmaller, it would leave it frozen. If it 
© was nearer us, we ſhould be ſcorched to death; if farther fiom us, we ſhould not be able to 


« live for want of heat. 


+ See Gen. xli. 7. 8. | 
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evolution of the myſterious plan. Then, 
ſhall every eye perceive; that the 3 
labyrinths of Providence, were the moſt 
direct and compendious way; to effect his 
general purpoſes of grace, and to bring 
about each one's particular happineſs “. 
— Then, alſo, ſhall it be clearly ſhewn, 
in the preſence of applauding worlds; 
why, Virtue pined in want, while Vice 
rioted in affluence. Why, amiable In- 
nocence ſo often dragged the dungeon 
chain, while horrid Guilt trailed the robe 
of ſtate.— That day of univerſal audit, 
that day of everlaſting retribution, will 
not only vindicate but nag ni, the whole 
management of heaven. The auguſt 
ſeſſions ſhall cloſe with this unanimous, 
this glorious acknowledgment: Though 
© clouds and darkneſs, impenetrable by 
© any human ſcrutiny, were ſometimes 
round about the ſupreme Conductor of 
© things; yet r:ghteou neſs and judgment 
cat ere the conſtant habitation of his 
feat ; the invariable ſtandard of all 
© his adminiſtrations.— Thus (if I may 
illuſtrate the grandeſt truths, by inferior 
occurrences) while we view the arras, 
on the ſide of /zaft diſtinction, it is void of 
any elegant fancy; without any nice 
ſtrokes of art; nothing but a confuſed 
jumble of incoherent threads. No ſooner 
is the piece beheld in it's proper aſpect, 
but the ſuſpected rudeneſs vaniſhes, and 
the moſt curious arrangement takes 
place. We are charmed with the deſigns 
of the fineſt taſte, and figures of the moſt 
graceful form. All is Raped with ſym- 
metry ; all is clad in beauty. 

* The mera world, 


The goodneſs of GoD is moſt eminent- 
ly diſplayed in the ſkies.-Could we 
take an underſtanding ſurvey, of what- 
ever is formed by the Divine Architect, 
throughout the whole extent of material 
things; our minds would be tranſported 
with their excellencies, and our tongues 
echo back that great encomium, they 
are © good, very good f.* Moſt beauti- 
ful] in themſelves ; contrived by un- 
erring wiſdom, and executed with ini- 
mitable ſkill. Moſt #/eful\| in their func- 
tions; exactly fitting the places they 
fill, and compleatly anſwering the pur- 
poles, for which they were intended. 
All the parts of the inanimate creation - 
proclaim, both by their intrinſic and re- 
lative excellencies, the all-diffuſive be- 
neficence of their Maker. 

How much more wonderful are the 
diſplays of divine indulgence, in the 
worlds of life! Becauſe, dead matter 
is incapable of delight; therefore, the 
gracious Creator has raiſed innumerable 
ranks of perceptive exiflence. Such as 
are qualified to taſte his bounty, and en- 
joy each a happineſs ſuited to it's pecu- 
liar ſtate. With this view, he furniſhed 
the regions of inferior nature, with an 
order and a ſeries of ſenſitive beings. 
The waters teem with ſhoals of finn 
inhabitants. The dry land ſwarms wit 
animals of every order. The dwellings 
of the firmament, are occupied by mul 
titudes of winged people. Not ſo much 
as a green leaf, philoſophers fay, but 
lodges, and accommodares, it's puny 
animalcule tenants 5. And wherefore 


this 


Which, though to us it ſeems embroil'd, moves on 


In Higher order; fitted, and impell'd 


By Wiſd:n's fineſt hand, and iſſuing all 


= 


In gen'ral good. 
| FT Pſal. xcvii. 2. 


Tou SON's Winter, I, 586. laſt edit. 
1 Gen. i. 31. 


I This zaxez2ya0z of the univerſe, and all it's parts, has been very highly, and very 
juſtly extolled, hy the ancient inquirers into nature. And was, indeed, an illuſtrious ſcene, 


— 
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ſpread before the ſages of the Heathen world; wherein to contemplate the goodneſs, and the 
glories, of the Supreme Being. —It was nobly faid, by a Pagan philoſopher, on this occa- 
fion; Eig k jerlaCanfuvai Tov Qtov parrnula Tnjaiepyeive That GOD, when be undertook 
the work of creation, transformed himſelf into laue. But he need not transform himſelf into 
this amiable principle; for « Gop is Love.“ As was much more nobly laid by one, whom 
that pbiloſopher would have termed a barbarian, 1 Fohn iv. 8. | 


S A very celebrated poet, in a beautiful paragraph on this ſubject, informs his readers; 
that all nature ſwarms with life. In ſubterranean cells, the earth heaves with vital mo- 


+ tion. Even the hard ftone, in the very inmoſt receſſes of it's impenetrable citadel, holds 


multitudes of animated inhabitants. The pulp of mellow fruit, and all the productions 
of the orchard, feed the inviſible nations. Each /iguid, whether of acid taſte, or milder 
reliſh, abounds with various forms of ſenſitive exiſtence. Nor is the pure ſtream, or tranſ- 
parent air, without their colonies of unſeen people. In which * of, wp. we 
inc | ays 
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this . this profuſion of living 
creatures; flying the air, treading the 
ground, and gliding through the paths 
of the ſea? For this moſt glorious rea- 
ſon That the eternal Sovereign may ex- 
erciſe his ſuperabundant goodneſs; that 
his table may be furniſhed, with millions 
and millions of gueſts; that he may fill, 
every hour, every moment, their mouths 
with food, or their hearts with gladneſs. 

But what a ſmall theatre are three or 
four elements, for the operations of JE- 
HOYAK's bounty! His magnificent li- 
berality, ſcorns ſuch ſcanty limits. It 
you aſk, wherefore has he created all 
guorlds, and repleniſhed them with an 
unknown multiplicity of beings; riſing, 


one above another, in endleſs gradation 


of ſtill richer endowments, and ſtill no- 
bler capacities? The anſwer is—For the 
manifeſtation of his own glory, and 
eſpecially for the communication of his 
inexhauſtible beneficence*._— The great 
Creator could propoſe no advantage to 
himſelf. His ble is incapable of any 
addition. $ Before the mountains were 
© brought forth, or ever the earth. and 
© the world were made, he was ſu- 
premely happy, in his own independent 
and all- ſufficient ſelf. His grand de- 
ſign, therefore, in erefting ſo many 
ſtately fabricks; and peopling them 
with ſo many tribes of inhabitants; 
was, to transfuſe his exuberant kind- 
neſs, and #upart telicity in all it's forms. 
Ten thouſand worlds, ſtocked with ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand ranks of 


have a wonderful inſtance, not only of the divine goodneſs to thoſe minute beings, in 


ſenſitive and intelligent exiſtence, are ſo 
many ſpacious gardens; which, with 
rivers of communicated joy, this ever+ 
flowing Fountain waters continually. 
BoundleſsF, and (which raiſes our 
idea of this divine principle, to the v 
higheſt degree of perfe&ion)difintereſtedF 
munificence ! How inexpreſſibly amiable 
is the bleſſed Gop, conſidered in this 
charming light! Is jt poſſible to con- 
ceive any excellence, ſo adorable and 
lovely; as infinite Benevolence, guided 
by unerring , Wiſdom, and exerting 
almighty Power, on purpoſe to make a 
whole univerſe happy ?—O my ſoul, 
what an irreſiſtibie attractibe is here! 
What a moſt worthy object, for thy moſt 
fervent affection! Shall now every glit- 
tering toy, become a rival to this tran- 
ſcendently beneficent Being, and rob 
him of thy heart ?—No, his all- 
creating arm teach thee, to truſt in the 
fulneſs of his ſufficiency—let his all- 
fuperintending eye, incline thee, to ac- 
quieſce in the diſpenſations of his pro- 
vidence—and let his bounty; ſo freely 
vouchſafed ; fo amply diffuſed; induce. 
thee to we him, with all the ardor of a 
grateful and admiring ſoul: induce thee 
to /erve him, not with a joyleſs awe, 
or {laviſh dread, but with unfeigned ala 
crity, and a delightful complacency, 
If the goodneſs of Gop is ſo admira- 
bly ſeen in the works of Nature, and 
the favours of Providence; with what a 
noble ſuperiority, does it even triumph in 
the myflery of redemption}! Redemption, 


18 


giving them a capacity for ani mal gratifications; but of his tender care for mankind, in 


making them imperceprible to out ſenſes. 
— — Iheſe conceal'd 


By the kind art of forming Heav'n, eſcape 
The groſſer eye of man: for, if the worlds 
In worlds inclos'd ſhould on his ſenſes burſt; 
From cates ambroſial, and the nectar'd bowl, 
He'd turn abhorrent; and, in dead of night, | 
When filence ſleeps o'er all, be ſtunn'd with noiſe. Thomſox's Summer, 


* A ſacred writer, conſidering this delightful ſubje& z and confining his obſervation, 
within the narrow limits of his own country; cries out with a mixture of amazement and 
ratitude; How great is bis go:dneſs, and bow great is his beauty! Who then can for- 
1 being loſt in wonder, and tranſported with delight; when he extends his ſurvey, to 
thoſe infinitely more copious communications of divine bounty; which, Hike ſalutary and 
refreſhing ſtreams, run through all worlds; and make, not only the little valleys of a ſingle 
kingdom, but the immenſity of creatian laugh and fing Zech. ix, 17. 
+f In this ſenſe, There is none good, but Ore, that is GOD. None univerſally and: 
eſſentially good. None whoſe goodneſs extends itſelf, in an infinite veriety of bleflings, 
to euery capable object; or who always diſpenſes his fayours, from the ſo/e-principle of 
free and diſintereſted benevolence. = 3 | 
4 In this, and in other parts of the Contemplations, the reader will obſerve ; that the at- 
tributes of the D&1TY are repreſented, as ſhining, with more diſtinguiſhed lufire, in the. 
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is the brighteſt mirror, in which to con- 
template this moſt lovely attribute of the 


Deity. Other gifts are, only as zutes 


'from the divine my but redemp- 


tion opens, I had almoſt faid exhauſts, 
all the fores of indulgence and grace. 


Herein, * Gop commendeth his love“, 


not only manifeſts, but ſets it off, as it 


were, with every 3 ng and grand em- 

-belliſhment : manifeſts it in ſo ſtupend- 

ous a manner, that it is beyond ores 
1 


beyond thought; above all bleſſing and 


4 E Was HE not thy Son, ever- 
la 


ing Gop, thy only Son; the Son of 


thy boſom from eternal ages; the higheſt 


object of thy complacential delight? 
Was not thy love to this adorable Son, 
incomparably greater than the tendereſt 
affections of any, or the united affections 
of all, mortal parents? Was not the 
bleſſed Jes us more illuſtrious in excel- 
lency, than all angels; more exalted in 
dignity, than all heavens ? Yet didft 
thou reſign HiM, for poor mortals; for 
vile ſinners !-—Couldſt thou fee him de- 
Teend from his royal throne; and take 

his abode, in the fordid fable? See 
him forego the homage of the ſeraphim ; 
and ſtand expoſed to the reproachful in- 
dignities, of an inſolent rabble? See him 
arraigned at the bar, and ſentenced to 
death; numbered with malefactors, and 
nailed to the gibbet, bathed in his own 
innocent blood, and ring out his 
foul in agonies of ſorrow ?—Could the 
Father, the Father himſelf, with un- 
known ror ſay? © It ſhall, 
« it ſhall, be fo! My pity to rebellious 


* man pleads, and prevails, Awake, 
© therefore, O Sword}, edged with di- 
vine wrath. Awake; and be ſheathed 
© in that zmatulate breaſtz pierce that 
© dearly beloved heart. I am content, 
© that my Son endure the ſharpneſs of 
death, rather than ſinful mortals periſh 
© for ever. —Incomprehenſible love! 
May it henceforward, be the favourite 
ſubje& of my metitation; more delight- 
ful to my muſing mind, than applauſe to 
the ambitious ear! May it be the dar- 


ling theme of my diſcourſe; ſweeter to 


my tongue, than the droppings of the 
honeycomb to my taſte! May it be my 
choiceſt comfort, through all the changes 
of life; and my reviving cordial, even 
** laſt extremities of diſſolution it- 
JF) | 
A prophet contemplating, with a diſ- 
tant ſurvey, this unexampled inſtance of 
almighty bore, is wrapt into a tranſport 
of devotion. At a loſs for proper ac- 
knowledgments, he calls upon the whole 
univerſe to atd his labouring breaſt, and 
ſupply his lack of praiſe. Sing mit. 
diouſiy, ye vaulted Heavens; exult, ani 
even leap for gladneſs, thou cumberous 
earth; ye mountains, break your long 
ſilence, and burf/t into peals of badeft Ac 
clamatiom d; for the LORD, by this = 
cious gift, and this great falvation, hath 
comforted his n Hiforian 
hath left it upon record; that, at the 
firſt exhibition of this raviſhing ſcene, 
there was with the angel, who brought 
the bleſſed tidings, a multitude of the 
heavenly hoſt; praiſing God, and making 


wonders of Redemption, than in the works of Creation. If ſuch remarks ſhould ſeem to 

be unprecedented, or to ſtand in need of a vindication; permit me to ſubjoin the ſentiment 

of a great critic, equally verſed in both thoſe ſublime theories. —* In a perfect orator, he 

ſays, © Tully requires ſome ſkill in the nature of heavenly bodies; becauſe his mind will 

become more extenſive and unconfined; and, when he deſcends to treat of human affairs, 

© he will both think and write in a more exalted and magnificent manner, For the ſame 

c reaſon, that excellent maſter would have recommended the ftudy of thoſe great and 

© glorious myſteries, which Revelation has diſcovered to us; to which the nobleſt parts of 

« this ſyſtem of the world are as much inferior, as the creature is leſs excellent than the 
6 Creator. ECT. Vol. VIII. Ne 633. 8 


* Rom. v. 8. 


+ Philanthropy, that is, loving-kindneſs to man. 1 Zech. xiii. 7. 

& Iſa. xlix. 13.—1 have not adhered to our common tranſlation, but endeavoured to 
preſerve, ſomewhat more faithfully, the noble pathos, and inimitable energy, of the ſacred 
original..-The love of Gon, manifeſted in a divine and dying Saviour, is a bleſſing of 
ſuch inconceivable richneſs; as muſt render all acknowledgments flat, and all encomiums 
languid. Vet, I think, the moſt poetical and moſt emphatical celebration of that un- 
ſpeakable inſtance of goodneſs, is contained in this rapturous exclamation of the prophet, 
Which intimates, with a wonderful majeſty of ſentiment, that even the whole compaſs 


of the inanimate creation; could it be ſenſible of the benefit, and capable of delight; would 


expreſs it's gratitudey in all theſe demonſtrations of the moſt my and exuberant rn 
* | | ' 2 
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the concave of the ſkies reſound with their 
hallelujahs. At the dawn of the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, when He was begin- 
ning to riſe with healing in his wings, the 
morning flars ſang together, and all the 


| Sons of GOD ſhouted for joy.—And 


ſhall nan, whom this gracious diſpenſa- 
tion principally reſpects; ſhall uan, who 
is the centre of all theſe gladdening rays ; 
ſhall he have no heart to adore, no an- 
them to celebrate, this 


Love without end, and without meaſure 
grace? MIL To 


How pure is the ſtate of the ſky, and 
how clear it's aſpe&t ! Clearer than the 
limpid ftream ; purer than the tranſpa- 
rent cryſtal; and more curiouſly fine, 
than the poliſhed mirror. That fately 
cieling ; fretted with gold, and ftretched 
to an extent of many millions of leagues; 
is not disfigured with a ſingle flaw. 
That azure canopy ; embroidered with 
ſtars, and ſpacious enough to form a co- 
vering for unnumbered worlds; is with- 
out the leaſt ſpot or wrinkle. Yet this, 
even this, will ſcarce yield us, ſo much 
as a faint repreſentation of the divine 
Purity. Gop, is a Gop of matchleſs 
and tranſcendent excellency. His ways 
are uprightneſs itſelf. His counſels and 
words are the very ſanctity of wiſdom 
and of truth. The laws, which he has 
given to univerſal nature; are exqui- 


ſitely contrived, and beyond all poſſibi- 
lity of improvement. The precepts which 
He has appointed for the human race; 
are a compleat ſummary, of all that is 
honourable in itſelf, and perfective of the 
rational mind. Not the leaſt ower/ight, 
in planning a ſeries of events for all fu- 
turity. Not the leaſt mal-adminiſtra- 
tion, in managing the affairs of every 
age, ſince time began; and of every na- 
tion, under the whole heavens.— Pardon 
theſe diſparaging expreſſions. A nega- 
tive Ws 1 b. is far, far beneath thy 
dignity, O thou moi Higbeſt*. In all 
theſe inſtances; in all thy acts, and all 
thy attributes; thou art not only holy, 
but * glorious in Tu 
So inconceivably holy is the LoRD 
Gon of hoſts, that He ſees defilement 
even in the brightneſs of the firmament. 
The hving ſapphire of the heavens, be- 
fore his ones. loſes it's luſtre. Tea, 
the flars (though the moſt pure and re- 
ſplendent part of the heavens) are not 
pure m his fight. How much leſs man, 
who in his fallen and depraved ſtate, 7s 
but as a worm, that crawls in the cor- 
rupted carcaſe; and the ſon of man, who, 
by reaſon of his manifold actual impu- 
rities, 25 too juſtly compared to an inſet, 
that wallows amidſt ſtench and putre- 
faction Is there not then abundant 
cauſe, for the moſt irreproachable and 
eminent of mankind, to renounce all ar- 
rogaut 


* 0 thou moſt Higbeg.— This expreſſion occurs more than once, in the pſalms uſed by 


the eſtabliſhed church. 


It is, I think, one of thoſe beauties; which, becauſe often exhi. 


bited, generally eſcape our notice. Itis a ſuperlative formed on a ſuperlative ; and, though 
not ſtrialy conformable to grammatical rules, is nobly ſuperior to them all.— The lan- 
guage ſeems to be ſenſible of it's own deficiency: when the incomprehenſible IE HVAR is 
addreſſed, or celebrated Oppreſſed, as it were, with the glories of the ſubject, it labours 
after a more emphatical manner of diction, than the ordinary forms of ſpeech afford. —It 
is, if I rightly judge, one of thoſe daring and happy peculiarities of a maſterly genius, which 
Mr. Pope ſo finely deſcribes; and, while he deſcribes, exemplifies ; ; 


Great wits ſometimes may g/oriouſly offend, 
And riſe to fautts true critics dare not mend; 
From vulgar bounds with brave diforder- part, 
And inatch a grace beyond the reach of art. E ay on Criticiſm, 
St. Paul's—tayicdlero; waviuy Twy aywy—is a beautiful paſſage of the like nature. 
Which our tranſlators have very properly rendered; Leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints.— His 
Wow prank xpeiooov is another inſtance of the ſame kind. But here the Engliſh ver- 
ſion fails. Far better is extremely flaccid, compared with the nerwous original. And I 
greatly queſtion, whether it is poſſible to tranſlate the ſentence, with equal conciſeneſs, and 
with equal ſpirit. See Eph. iii. 8. Phil. i. 23. | 
+ Fob. xxv, 5, 6. | ſubmit it to the judgment of the learned, whether this is not the 
true meaning of the text, —It may not, perhaps, recommend itſelf to the Jqueamifhly nice 
eritic; or to thoſe perſons who dream of, I know not what, dignity in our fallen nature. 
But it ſeems, in preference to every other interpretation, ſuitable to the ſacred context; and 
is far from being injurious to the character of that apoſtate race, which is * altogether be- 
dome abominable, and is as an unclean thing.“ On this ſuppoſition, there 1: not only 
a | | | an 


% 
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rogant pretenſions; to lay aſide every 
aſſuming air; to take nothing but hame 
and confuſion to themſelves? A holy 

rophet, and a holy prince, felt ſuch 
bling impreſſions, from a glimpſe 
of the uncreated purity. I abhor my- 


© ſelf in duſt and aſhes “, was the de- 
Claration of the one: I am a man of 


© unclean lips , the confeſſi on of the 
other. Should not this teach us all, to 
adore the divine mercies, for that pre- 
cious purifying fountain I; which was 
foretold from the foundation of the 
world; but was opened at that awful 
juncture, when knotty whips tore the 
fleſh; when ragged thorns mangled the 
temples ; when tharpened nails cut freſh 
ſluices for the crimſon current; when 
the gaſh of the ſpear compleated the 
dreadful work, and forthwith flowed 
there, from the wounded heart, blogd and 
water? 

Eſpecially, ſince Gop himſelf ſaw no 
blemiſh-in his dear Son. He Loketh to 
the moon, and it ſbineth not: yet his all- 
penetrating and jealous eye, diſcerned 
nothing amiſs, nothing defective, in our 
_—_— Redeemer. Nothing amits ? 

e bore this moſt illuſtrious teſtimony, 
concerning his holy child JESUS: in 
him I am pleaſed; I am well pleaſed ; 
© T acquieſce, with intire complacency, 
« and with the higheſt delight, in his 
£ perſon; his undertaking; and the 
© whole execution of his office. Ho 
ſhould this thought, enliven our hopes; 
while the other, mortifies our pride ? 


Should not our hearts ſpring within us, 
and even leap for joy; at the repeated 
aſſurance given us by revelation, that 
ſuch a divinely excellent perſon is our 
Mediator? What apparent reaſon has 
every believer, to 7 * the bleſſed Vir- 
gin's exclamation! My foul doth mag 
* nify the LORD for his tranſcendent 
mercy z and my ſpirit rejoices, not in 
wide extended harveſts, waving over 
my fertile glebe || ; not in armies van- 
quiſhed, and leaving the peculiar trea- 
ſure of nations for my ſpoil || 3 but in 
an infinitely richer, nobler bleſſing, 
even in GOD my Sawiour. — That a 
perſon ſo ſublime and perfect, has vouch- 
ſafed to become my ſurety : to give him- 
ſelf for my ranſom, in the world below z 
and act as my advocate, in the Royal 
Preſence above: yea, to make my re- 
covery, the reward of his ſufferings; 2 
final telicity, the honour of his media- 
torial kingdom! | 
When an innumerable multitude & of 
bodies, many of them more than a hun- 
dred thouſand miles in diameter J, are all 
ſet in motion :—when the orbits, in 
which they perform their periodical re- 
volutions, are extended at the rate of 
ſeveral hundreds of millions :—when each 
has a diſtinct and ſeparate ſphere, for fi- 
niſhing his vaſt circuit: —when no one 
knows, what it is to be cramped; but 
each moſt freely expatiates, in his un- 
bounded career :—when every one is 
placed, at ſuch an immenſe remove from 
each other; that they appear to their re- 
x 


OS” =. e 


an apparent, but a very ſtriking contraſt, between the purity of Gop, and the pollution of 
Man. The purity of the moſt high Gov, which outſhines the moon, and eclipſes the ſtars; 
the pollution of degenerate man, which, excluſive of a Saviour, would render him as loath- 
ſome to the all-ſeeing eye, as the vileſt vermin are in ours, —Without aſſigning this ſenſe 
to the paſlage, I cannot diſcern the force of the antitheſis, nor indeed the propriety of the 
ſentiment. Worms, in the general, give us an idea of meanneſs and infirmity; not of de- 
filement and impurity. Unleſs they are inſects, hatched amidſt putrefaction, and conſider- 
ed in ſuch noifome circumſtances. The two words of the original, na) and Hymn are evi- 
dently uſed in this fignification, by Moſes and Iſaiah. By the former, to denote the vermin, - 
which devoured the putreficd manna; by the latter, to expreſs the reptiles, which ſwarm in 
the body that ſees corrupticn. Exod. xvi. 20. Iſa. xiv. 11. | 
| * Job. xlii. 6. + Iſa. vi. 5. 

t In that day there ſhall be a fountain, opened to the houſe of David, and to the 
© inhabitants of Jeruſalem, for fin and uncleanneſs.“ Zech. xiii. 1. | 

||] The inſpired penman, from theſe two occaſions of diſtinguiſhed joy, ſets forth the in- 
comparably greater delight, which ariſes from the gift of a Saviour, and the blefling of re- 
demption. 2 ix. ver. 3. compared with ver. 6. 

§ This refers, not only to the planets which paſs and repaſs about our ſun, but alſo 
to the other planetary worlds, which are ſuppoſed to attend the ſeveral fixed ſtars. 

¶ The diameter of Jupiter is calculated at 130,650 miles, while his orbit is reckoned to 
conſiſt of 895, 134, 00. Which computation, according to the maxims of aſtronomy, and 
the laws of proportion, may, as is taken for granted in the Contemplations, be applied to 
#fber planets revolying round ether ſuns. | 


ſpeaive 


66 CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE STARRY HEAVENS. 


ſpective inhabitants, only as ſo many 
ſpots of light :—how aſtoniſmng muit 
be the expanſe, which yields rom for all 
thoſe mighty globes, and their widely- 
diffuſed operations! To what prodigi- 
ous lengths, did the almighty Builder 
ftretch his line, when he marked out the 
ſtupendous platform I wonder at ſuch 
an immeaſureable extent. My very 
thoughts are loſt, in this abyſs of ſpace. 
But, he it known to mortals ; be it never 
forgot by ſinners; that, in all it's moſt 
ſurpriſing amplitude, it is ſmall, it is 
feanty, compared with the bounty and 
the mercy of it's Maker. 

His bounty is abſolutely without li- 
mits“, and without end. The moſt 
laviſh generoſity cannot exhauſt, or even 
diminiſh, his munificence. O! all 
tribes of men; or rather, all ye claſſes of 
intelligent creatures; ye are not ſtreight- 
ened in the liberality of your ever- bleſſed 
Creator; be not ſtreightened in your own 
expefations. Open your mouth wide, 
© and he ſhall fill it, with copious and 
continial draughts from the cup of joy. 
Your Gop, on whom is your whole de- 
pendence, is more than able; is more than 
willing; to“ ſapply all your need, ac- 
© cording to his riches in glory. When 
the LORD JEHOVAH 1s the Giver, and 
his grace + the gift; let your wiſhes be 
unbounded, and your cravings infati- 
able. All that created beings can poſ- 
ſihly cover, is but a very tmall pittance 
of that unknown happineſs, which the 
everlaſting Benefactor is ready to beton. 
—Suppele every charitable diſpoſition, 
which warms the hearts of the human 
race, added to thoſe more inlarged at- 


fections, which glow in heavenly bo- 
ſoms ; what were they all, even in their 
higheſt exerciſe, compared with the be- 
nignity of the divine Nature ?—Bleſs me 
then, thou eternal ſource of love; bleſs 
all that reverence thy holy name; ac- 
cording to thy own moſt profuſe good- 
neſs. Whoſe prerogative it is, to dif- 
dain all meaſure. O! blefs us, in pro- 
portion to that grace; the richneſs of 
which (unutterable by the tongues of 
men, and of angels) was once ſpoken in 
the groans, and æuritten in the wounds, 
of thy expiring Son! 

Spacious indeed are theſe heavens ! 
Where do they begin? Where do they 
end? What is their extent? Can angels 
anſwer my queftion? Have angels tra- 
velled the vaſt circuit? Can angels mea- 
ſure the bounds of ſpace? No; tis 
boundleſs, tis unknown, tis amazing 
all.-How charming then to reflect, that 
the mercy of GOD is © greater than the 
© heavens ;? 
dimenſions :of the ſky. Tranfporting 
reflection! Let me indulge thee once 
more f. Let me think over the delight- 
ful diſplays of this lovely attribute; 
and, while I admire the trophzes of for- 
giving goodneſs, add one to the num- 
ber.—With what amiable and affectin; 
colours, is this repreſented in the parab 
of the prodigal! What could induce that 
fooliſh youth, to forſake his father's 
houſe? Had he not been tenderly chc- 
riſhed by the good parent; and loaded 
with benefits, from his indulgent hand ? 


Were not the reſtraints of parental go- 


vernment, an eaſy yoke? or rather, a 
prejervative from ruin? Notwithſtand- 


* By ny” I mean, not the actual exerciſe, or the fenfible effects, of this excellency in 
1 


the Deits. 


eſe are, and always mu be, through the immenſe perfection of the attri- 


bute, and the neceffary fcantinefs of the recipient, bounded. But, I would be underſtood, 


1s more extenſive than the 


as ſpeaking of the divine pctver, and the divine will, to exert divine beneficence. Theſe 
ean have no real, no imaginable limits. Theſe, after a profufion of bleſſings, diſtributed to 
unnumbered worlds, continued through unnumbered ages, muſt ill have more to beftow; 
for ewer have more to beſtow ; inſinitely more to beſtow, than it is poſſible for creation itſelf 
to receive. a | 

+ 2 Cor. ix. 8. GOD is able to make all grace abound towards you, that ye, baving all 
fufficiency in all things, may abound 20 every god work, How beautiful, and emphatical, 
is this deſcription! Interior to nothing, but that extent of ability, and thoſe riches of libera- 
\ Hity, which it ſo eloquently celebrates. Does it not exhauſt all the powers of language; 
while it attempts to give us a ſpe;itmen, of the munificence of the Lox D? | 

1 Once more refers to page 58, of R:flc#ions on a Flotver- garden. The following pages, 
to the 78th, exhibit a digre//ive view of the divine mercy, I thought it proper to appriſe 
my reader of this excurfiop; though, I hope, it will be needleſs to offer an apology, for en- 
Hrging upon a theme incomparably joyous. Who can complain of rediouſneſs, while I 
ſpeak confilation'tb'the diftretfed, and recovery to ruined creatures? The divine mercy is the 
ſble Fountain of all dur preſent and forure bieſſings. In conformity to this benign attribute, 
human hopes ariſe, and human felicity flows. Who, therefore, can be weary of wiring and 
reviewing; when the lengths and breadths of forgivicg grace, are the raviſhing proſpect ? | 
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ing every endearing obligation, he re- 
volts from his duty; and launches into 
ſuch ſcandalous irregularities, as were 
diſhonourable to his family, and deſtruc- 


tive to himſelf. When neceſſity, not 


choice, but ſharp neceſſity drove him to 
a ſubmiſſive return; does the injured fa- 
ther ſtand aloof, or ſhut his doors ? Quite 
the reverſe. He eſpies him, while he is 

et a great away off; and, the moment 
be beholds the profligate youth, he has 
compaſſion on him. His bowels yearn; 
they © ſound like an harp,” touched with 
notes divinely ſoft. He never once thinks 
of his ungracious departure, and infamous 
debaucheries. Pity, parental pity, paſſes 
an act of oblivion; and, in one inſtant, 
cancels a ſeries of long- continned provo- 
cations.— 80 ſtrong are the workings of 
tatherly affection ; that he is almoſt im- 
patient to embrace the naked and deiti- 
tute wretch. The ſon's pace is flow, 

e aroſe and came; the father's ſwift, he 
ſprung forth (aged as he was) and ran. 
And is there a ſingle frown in his brow, 
or one upbraiding word on his tongue ? 
—Infead of loathing the ſordid crea- 
ture, or reproaching him for his odious 
exceſſes ; he falls on his xeck, claſps him 
in his arms, and hugs him to his boſom. 
Inſtead of diſowning the riotous ſpend- 
thrift, or rejecting him for his undutiful 
behaviour; he receives and welcomes 
him with Lies of delight. He rejoices, 
at his return from extravagance and vice; 
as he formerly rejoiced, on the day of 
his nativity.— When this companion of 
harlots opens his mouth, before he ſpeaks, 
the father hears. He interrupts him, in 
the midſt of his intended ſpeech. The 
overflowings of his compaſſionate heart 
can brook no delay. He ſeems to be 
uneaſy himſelf, till he has made the af- 
ſlicted penitent glad, with the aſſurance 


of his acceptance, and the choiceſt of 
his favours.— While the poor abaſhed 
offender ſeeks nothing more, than not to 
be abhorred; he is thoroughly reconcil- 
ed, and honoured before the whole fa. 
mily. While he requeſts no other in- 
dulgence, than only to be treated as the 
meaneſt ſervant ; he is cloathed with the 
beft robe; he is feaſted with the fatted 
calf; he is careſſed as the deareſt of 
children.—Was there ever fo bright and 
winning a picture, of the tendereſt 
mercy z molt freely vouchſated, even to 
the moſt unworthy of creatures? Yet 
thus, my ſoul; and thus, my fellow- ſin- 


ner; will the Loxpd Gop of everlaſting 
compaſſions receive us; if, ſenſible of 


our milery, and thirſting for ſalvation, 
we turn to him through JESUS CuRIsT. 

Where fin has abounded,” ſays the 
proclamation from the court of heaven, 
grace doth much more abound. Ma- 
naſſeh was a monſter of barbarity; for he 
cauſed his own children to paſs through 
the fire, and filled Jeruſalem with inno- 
cent blood. Manaſſch was an adept in 
iniquity; for he not only multiplied, and 
to an extravagant degree, his own facri- 
legious impieties; but he poiſoned the 


r and perverted the manners of 


is ſubjects, making them to da worſe 
than the moſt deteſtable of the heathen 
idolaters *. Yet, through this ſuper- 
abundant grace, he is humbled; he is 
reformed; and becomes a child of for- 
giving love, an heir of immortal glory. 
- Behold that bitter and bloody perſecu- 
tor Saul; when, breathing out threaten- 
ings , and bent upon ſlaughter, he 


worried the lambs, and put to death the 


ditciples of JEsUs. Who, upon the 
principles of human judgment, would 
not have pronounced hi a veſſel of wrath, 
deſtined to unavoidable damnation ? Nay, 


\ 


* See 2 Chron. xxxill. 


+ AA; ix. 1. ZavnO- cli tunvewy amian; xa $012 3 Saul yet breathing out threaten- 


© ing and flaughter,'— What a repreſentation is here of a mind, mad with rage, and aban- 
doned to the fierceſt extremes of barbarity ! I ſcarce know, whether I am more ſhocked at 


the perſecutor's ſavage diſpoſition, or charmed with the Evangeliſt's lively deſcription, 


The adverb #; ſeems referable to chap. viii. ver. 3. and has, in this connection, a pecu- 


liar force. The havock he had committed, the inoffenſive families he had already ruined, 


were not ſufficient to aſſuage his vengeful ſpirit. They were only a taſte; which, inſtead 
of glutting the blood-hound, made him more cloſely purſue the track, and more eagerly 
pant for deſtruction. He is fil athirſt for violence and murder. So eager and inſatiable 


is his thirſt, t hat he even breathes out threatening and laughter. His words are ſpears and 


arrows, and his tongue a ſharp ſword. *Tis as natural for him to menace the Chriſtians, 
as to breathe the air.—-Nay, they Bleed every hour, every moment, in the purpoſes of his 
rancorous heart. It is only owing to want of power, that every ſyllable he utters, every 

2 he draws, does not deal abgut deaths, and cauſe ſame of the innocent diſtiples to 
all, gh | | 


would 


. err. 
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would not have been ready to conclude; 
that, if there were heavier chains, and a 
deeper dungeon, in the world of woe; 
they mutt ſurely be reſerved, for ſuch an 
implacable enemy of true godlineſs ? 
Yet, (admire, and adore, the inexhau- 
ſtible treaſures of grace |) this Saul, is 
admitted into the goodly tellowſhip of the 
prophets; is numbered with the noble 
army of martyrs; and makes a diſtin- 
guiſhed figure, among the glorious com- 
pany of the apoſtles. —The Corinthians, 
were flagitious even to a L e Some 
of them wallowed in ſuch abominable 
vices, and habituated themſelves to ſuch 
eutrageous acts of: injuſtice, as were a 
reproach to human nature. Yet, even 
| theſe ſons of violence, and ſlaves of ſen- 
twality, © were waſhed; were ſanctified; 
© were juſtified *.* Waſhed, in the pre- 
cious blood of a dying Redeemer; ſancti- 
fed, by the powerful operations of the 
bleſſed Spirit; jufizfied, through the infi- 
nitely tender mercies of a gracious God. 
Thoſe, who were once the burden of the 
earth, are now the joy of heaven, and 
the delight of angels. 

There is another inſtance in Scripture, 
which moſt loudly publiſhes that ſweeteſt 
of the Divine names, The LORD, the 


© LORD GOD, merciful and gracious, 


© long-ſuffering and abundant in good- 
© neſs and truth; keeping mercy for 
© thouſands, forgiving iniquity, tranſ- 
< grefſion, and fin . An inſtance this, 
which exceeds all the former; which ex- 
ceeds whatever can be imagined; which 
if I was to forget, the very ſtones might 
cry out, and found it in my ears. I 
mean the caſe of thoſe ſinners, who mur- 
dered the Prince of Peace, and Lo RD of 
glory.— Theſe men, could ſcarce have 
. oy 64% of an excuſe for their crime; 
hardly a circumſtance, to extenuate their 
guilt. They were well acquainted with 


his exemplary converſation; they had of- 


ten heard his heavenly doctrines; they 
were almoſt daily ſpectators of his un- 
equalled miracles. They therefore had 
all poſſible reaſon to honour him, as the 
mofl illuſtrious of Beings; and to receive 


his goſpel, as the moſt ineſtimable of 


bleſſings. Yet, notwithſtanding all theſe 
engaging motives to love him, even above 


their own lives; they ſeize his perſon; aſ- 


rfe his character; drag him before a 
athen tribunal; and extort a ſentence 


* 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11 + Exod, xxxiv. 6, 7. * Mic, vii. 18. 


of death, againſt innocence and holineſs 
itſelf. Never was the vileſt laue, ſo 
contumeliouſly abuſed; nor the moſt ex- 
ecrable malefaftor, ſo barbarouſly exe- 


cuted; The ſun was confounded at the 


ſhocking ſcene; and one cannot but won- 
der, how» the avenging lightnings could 
withold their flaſhes. The earth trem- 
bled at the horrid deed; and why, why 
did it not cleave aſunder, and open a paſ- 
ſage, for ſuch blood-thirſty miſcreants, 
into the nethermoſt hell. Shall zbeſe ever 
hope to obtain forgiveneſs, from the 
righteous Judge? Shall not theſe be con- 
ſigned over to inexorable wrath, and the 
ſevereſt torments ?—O the miraculous ef- 
fects of divine grace! O the triumphant 
goodneſs of GOD cur Saviour! Many, 
even of theſe impious wretches, at the 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, were con- 
vinced of their miſerable ſtate; were 
wounded with penitential remorſe; fled 
to the ſanctuary of the Croſs; had their 
pardon ratified by the baptiſmal ſeal; 
and, continuing in the apoſtles doctrine, 
were made partakers of the kingdom of 
heaven. Where they now ſhine, as fo 


many everlaſting onuments of moſt diſ- 


tinguiſhed zercy; and receive beatitude 
paſt utterance, from that very Redeemer, 
whom once with wicked hands they 
© crucified and flew.” 

Well might the prophet cry out, with 


a pleaſing amazement; * Whois a Goo 


like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, 
© and paſſeth h 
all fleſh know aſſuredly; let all fleth re- 
joice greatly; that with the LoRD there 
is ſuch mercy, and with his CHRIST ſuch 
plentiful redemption.—And O! for the 


voice of an arch-angel, to circulate the 


glad-tidings through the univerſe. Thet 
the American ſavage, as well as the 


European ſage, may learn the exceeding * 


riches of grace in Chriſt. Through 
whoſe infinitely ſatisfying propitiation, 
all manner of fin, barbarity, and blaſ- 
phemy, are freely forgiven unto men. 
What a grand, and majeſtic dme, is 
the ſky! Where are the pillars which 
ſupport the ately concave ? What art, 
moſt exactly true, balanced the preſſure ? 


What props, of inſuperable ſtrength, 


ſuſtain the weight? How is that immea- 
ſurable arch upheld; unſhaken and unim- 
u red; while ſo many generations of 


uſy mortals, have ſunꝭ and diſappeared, 


_ 


tranſgreſhon f!'—Let. 
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as bubbles upon the ſtream? If thoſe ſtars 
are of ſuch an amazing bulk; how are 
they alſo faſtened, in their lofty ſituation? 
By what miracle in mechanics, are ſo 
many thouſands of ponderous orbs, 
kept from falling upon our heads; kept 
from dathing, both the world to pieces, 
and it's inhabitants to death? Are they 
hung in golden, or adamantine, chains? 
Reſt they their enormous load, on rocks 
of marble, or columns of braſs ?—Noz; 
they are pendulous in fluid æther. Yet, 
are more immoveably fixed, than if the 
everlaſting mountains lent their foreſts, 
tor an axle-iree ; or their ridges, for a 


| baſis. The Almighty Architect fretches 


ut the north, and it's whole ſtarry train, 
ever the empty place. He hangs the 
earth, and all the ethereal globes, upon 
nothing. Yet are their foundations laid 
lo ſure, that they can never be moved 
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No unfit repreſentation, to the /fincere 
Chriſtian, of his final perſeverance : 
ſuch as points out the cauſe which effects 
it; and conſtitutes the pledge, which 
aſcertains it. His nature is all enfeebled. 
He is not able, of himſelf, to think a good 
thought. He has no wyible ſafeguard, 
nor any ſufficiency of his own, And 
yet, whole legions of formidable ene- 
mies, are in a confederacy to compaſs 
his ruin. The world, lays unnumbered 
ſnares for his feet: the devil, is inceſ- 
ſantly urging the ſiege, by a multitude 
of fiery darts, or wily temptations : the 
fleſh, like a perfidious inmate, under co- 
lour of friendſhip, and a ſpecious pre- 
tence of pleaſure, 1s always forward to 
betray his integrity.— But, amidit all 
theſe threatemng circumſtances, of per- 
ſonal weakneſs, and imminent danger, 
an inviſible Aid is his defence. I will 


 Fubjoined to his Eccleſiaſtical Polity, Fol. Edit, | 


* at any time,” 


* Job xxvi. 7, 


+ With regard to the fnal perſeverance of the true believer; I am ſenſible, this point is 
not a little controverted, — The ſentiments, which follow, are 15 ſtedfaſt belief.— It is by 
no means proper, in a work of this nature, to enter upon a diſcuſſion of the ſubject. Nei- 
ther have I room, ſe much as to hint, what might be urged for it's ſupport. Let my reader 
ebſerve, that J am far from delivering it, as eſſential to Chriſtianity, or neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion. Millions, of the very contrary conviction, are, I doubt not, high in the favour of 
God; and in a growing meetneſs for his heavenly kingdom. As I blame none for rejecł- 
ing, none, I hope, will be offended with me for eſpouſing, this particular doctrine. To be 
of different opinions, at leaſt in ſome inferior inſtances, ſeems an unavoidab'e conſequence 
of our preſent ſtate: where ignorance, in part, cleaves to the wiſeſt minds; and prejudice 
eaſily beſets the moſt impartialjudgments, This may turn to our common advantage; 
and afford room for the diſplay and exerciſe of thoſe healing virtues, moderation, meekneſs, 
and forbearance. Let me only be permitted to aſk, whether this tenet does not evidently 
tend to eſtabliſh the comfort of the Chriſtian, and to magnify the fidelity of Gov our Sa- 
viour? Whether, far from countenancing ſloth, or encouraging remiſſneſs, to kngwy that 
our labour ſhall not be in vain, is not the meſt prevailing inducement to abcund in the 
work of the Lox D? 1 Cor. xv. 58. 

Is any one inclined to examine the reaſons, which made the author a proſelyte to this 
perſuaſion? He may find them diſplayed in the Memorial, delivered by ſeveral ſelect and emi- 
nent divines of the Church of England, at the renowned ſynod of Dordt.— (See Acta Syed. 
Dordrech. Par. II. page 246, of the Latin edition publiſhed in a fingle quarto volume, )— 
Thoſe, who have no opportunity of conſulting the memoirs of that venerable afiembly 1 
would reſer to the works of the indefatigable and very learned Turretin, or to thoſe of the 
candid and elegant Witfius. Turret, Tom. II. Q. xvi. Witſ. Oecon. Lib. III. Cap. xiii. 

The lateſt and fulleſt view of the point, which J ever remember to have met with, in any 
ef our Engliſh writers, is in the Lime Street Lectures. Which are a defence of ſeveral 
moſt important doctrines of the Goſpel; and contained in two octavo volumes; the united 
labours of nine modern divines; moſt of whom are well known to the world by their other 
evangelical and uſeful writings, In thoſe lectures, the final perſeverance of the ſaints, is 
very particularly ſtated; and, to vy apprehenſion at leaſt, moſt ſatisfactorily proved. The 
arguments, uſually urged againſt it, are impartially conſidered; and I cannot but think 
(with all due deference to the judgment of others) unaniwerably confuted, EG 

And here (not to ſwell this note any farther) 1 ſhall only juſt hint, that the judicious 
Hooker (an authority, perhaps, as weighty and unexceptionble as any that can well be pro- 
duced) gives a ſolemn atteſtation to this tenet, in a ſnort giſcourte on the Perpetujty of Faith, 


2 A « with 


© uphold thee,” ſays the bleſſed Gop, 
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© with the right hand of my righteouſ- 
« 'nets*.” Comfortable truth! The arm, 
which fixes the ſtars in their orders, and 
guides the planets in their courſe, is 
itretched out to preſerve the heirs of ſal- 
vation.—“ My ſheep, adds the great 
Redeemer, are mine; and they ſhall 
never periſh; neither ſhall any pluck 
them out of my hand.“ What 
words are theſe! And did they come 
from Him, who hath all power in heaven, 
and on earth? And were they ſpoke to 
the weakeſt of the flock; to every un- 
feigned follower of the great Shepherd? 
Then, Omnipotence itſelf muſt be war- 
quiſbed; before they can be deſtroyed, 
either by the ſeductions of fraud, or the 
aſſaults of violence. | 

If you aſk, therefore, what ſecurity 
we have, of enduring to the end, and 
continuing faithful unto death?—The 
very ſame that eſtabliſhes the heavens, 
and ſettles the ordinances of the uni- 
verſe. Can theſe be thrown into con- 


fuſion}? Then, may the true believer 


draw back unto perdition. Can the ſun 
be diſlodged from his ſphere, and ruſh 
tawleſsly through the ſky? Then, and 
then only, can the faith of Gop's elect || 
be fnall; overthrown.—Be of good cou- 


rage then, my ſoul; rely on thoſe divine 


luccouꝛs, which are ſo ſolemnly ſtipu- 
lated, ſo faithfully promiſed. Though 
thy grace be languid, as the glimmering 
ſpark; though the overflowings of cor- 


ruption, threaten it with total extinction; 


yet, ſince the great JEHOVAH has un- 
dertaken to cheriſh the dim principle, 
< many waters cannot quench it, nor all 


floods drown it. Nay, though it were 


Freble as the ſmoking flax 9, goodneſs 


* Iſa. xli. 10. 


er. XXXi. 35, 36. 


THE STARRY HEAVENS. 


and faithfulneſs ſtand engaged, to aug- 
ment the heat; to raiſe the fire, and feed 
the flame; till it beam forth, a lamp of 
immortal glory, in the heavens. 

As to the faithfulneſs of a covenanting 
Gop, this may be emblematically ſeen, 
in the ſtability of the heavenly bodies, 
and the perpetuity of their motions . 
Thoſe that are fixed or fationary, con- 
tinue unalterable *in their grand eleva- 
tions. No injurious ſhocks; no violence 
of conflicting elements; are able to diſ- 
place thoſe everlaſting hinges, on which 
dependent worlds revolve. Through 
the whole flight of time, they recede 
not, ſo much as a hair's breadth, from. 
the preciſe central point of their reſpective 
ſyſtems.— While the erratic or planetary, 
perform their prodigious ſtages, without 
any intermiſſion, or the leaſt embarraſſ- 
ment. How ſoon, and how eafily, is 
the moſt finiſhed piece of human machi- 
nery diſconcerted ! But all the celeſtial 
movements, are ſo nicely adjuſted ; all 
their operations, ſo critically proporti- 
oned; and their mutual dependencies, ſa 
ſtrongly connected; that they prolong 
their beneficial courſes, throughout all 
ages, While mighty cities are over- 
whelmed with rum, andtheir very names 
loſt in oblivion : while waft empires are 
ſwept from their foundations, and leave 
not ſo much as a ſhadowy trace of their 
ancient magnificence: while all ter- 
reſtrial things are ſubje& to viciſſitude, 
and fluctuating in uncertainty ; theſe are 

ermanent in their duration; theſe are 
invariable in their functions. Not one 
«© faileth.'—Who doubts the conſtant 
ſucceſſion, of day and night; or the re- 


gular returns, of ſummer and winter? 


John x. 28, 
{| Tit. i. 2. 


§ The tenderneſs and faithfulneſs of God to his people, are finely pictured by the Pro- 


. 


g. a9 tf 


a> 
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phet 1/aiah, Chap. xlii. ver. 3. Which paſſage, becauſe of it's rich conſolation, and un- 
common beauty, is deſervedly adopted by St. Matthes, and ingrafted into the ſyſtem of 
eyangelical truths, — He will not himſelf break, nor ſuffer to be broken by any other, the 
vruiſed reed; nor quench the ſmoking fax. Was it poſlible, to have choſen two more deli- 
cate, and expreſſive repreſentations ?—Could any image, be more ſignificant of a very in- 
firm, and enfeebled faith; than the flexile reed, that bends before every wind? Which, 
beſides it's natural weakneſs, is made abundantly weaker by being bruifed: and ſo, is ready 
to tall in pieces of itſelf.— Or could any thing, with a more pathetical exactneſs, deſcribe 
the extreme imbecillity, of that other-principle of the divine life, /;ve? The ftate of the 
flax, Juſt beginning to burn, is liable to be put out by the leaſt blaſt: more liable fill, is 
the evick of the lamp, when it is not ſo much as kindled into a glimmering flame, but only 
breathing ſmoke, and uncertain whether it ſhall take fire or no.— Vet true faith, and hea- 
venly love, though ſubſiſting amidſt ſuch pitiable infirmities, will not be abandoned by 
their great Author; ſhall not be extinguiſhed-by any temptations z but be maintained, inv i- 
gorated, and made finally triumphant. Mart. xii. 20. | 

' | q Pſal. exix. 89, go, 
And 
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And why, O! why ſhall we doubt the 
veracity of Gop, or diſtruſt the accom- 
pliſhment of his holy word? Can the or- 
dinances of heaven depart? Then only 
can GoD forget to be gracious z or neg- 
lect the performance of his promiſe.— 
Nay, our Lord gives us yet firmer 
ground of affiance. He affords us a ſurer 
bottom for our faith, than the fundamen- 
tal laws of the univerſe. * Heaven and 
earth, he ſays, * ſhall paſs away, but 
© my words ſhall not, in a ſingle in- 
ſtance, or in one tittle of their import, 
paſs away, No: his ſacred word, what- 
ever may obſtruct it; whoever may op- 
poſe it; ſhall be fulfilled to the very ut- 
termoſt. 

O powerful word! How aſtoniſhing is 
it's efficacy! When this word was iſſued 
forth, a thouſand worlds emerged out of 
nothing. Should the mighty orders be 
repeated, a thouſand more would ſpring 
into exiſtence. By this word, the vaſt 
iyſtem of created things is held, in con- 
ſtant and immutable perfection. Should 
it give command, or ceaſe to exert it's 
energy; the univerſal frame would be 
diſſolved, and all nature revert to her ori- 
ginal chaos. And this very word is 
pledged for the ſafety, the comfort, the 
happineſs of the godly. This inviolable, 
this almighty Word, ſpeaks in all the 
promiſes of the Goſpel. —How ſtrangely 
infatuated are our ſous, that we ſhould 
value it ſo little! What infidels are we 
in fact, that we ſhould depend upon it no 
more! Did it create, whatever has a 
being; and ſhall it not work faith, in 
our breaſts? Do unnumbered worlds, 
owe their ſupport to this word; and ſhall 
it not be ſufficient, to buoy up our ſouls 
in troubles, or eſtabliſh them in trials? 
Is it the /fe of the univerſe, and ſhall it 
be a dead letter to mankind ? 

If I wiſh to be heard, when I implore 
heavenly bleſſings; is not this privilege 
moſt clearly made over to my enjoyment, 
in that weil-knowntext, Aſk, and it thall 
© be given you“? '—If I long for the 
eternal Comforter, to dwell in my heart, 
and ſanctify my nature; have I not an 
apparent title to this hgh prerogative, 
conferred in that ſweet affertive interro- 
gation; How much more ſhall your 


* Matt. vii. 7. 


with redoubled ſplendour. 


© heavenly Father, give the Holy Spirit 
© tothoſe that aſk him F?*—If Icarneſtiy 
covet the ineſtimable treaſures, that are 
compriſed in the great IMMANUEL's 
mediation ; can I have a firmer claim to 
the zoble portion, than is granted in that 
moſt precious ſcripture; * Hun that com- 
eth to Me, I will in no-wiſe caſt out? 
— What aſſurance, of being intereſted 
in theſe unſpeakable mercies, would I 
deſire? What form of conveyance; what 
deed of ſettlement z were it left to my own 
option, ſhould I chooſe! Here 1s the 
word of a King ; the King immortal and 
inviſible; all whoſe declarations || are 
truth itfelf.-If a monarch beſtows 
immunities on a body of men, and con- 
firm them by an authentic charter; no 
one controverts, no one queitions, their 
right to the royal favours. And why 
ſhould we ſuſpe& the walidityof thoſe glo- 
rious grants, which are made by the 


everlaſting Sovereign of Nature; which 


He has allo ratified by an oath, and ſealed 


with the blood of his Son ?—Corpora-- 
tions may be disfranchiſed, and charters 


revoked, Even mountains may be re- 
moved, and ſtars drop from their ſpheres. 


But a tenure, founded on the Divine 
promiſe, is unaiienably ſecure; is laſting, 
as eternity itſelf, | | 

We have endeavoured to ſpell a Ha- 
ble of the eternal name, in the ancient 


manuſcript of the ſky. We have catched 
a glimpſe of the Almighty's glory, from 


the luſtre of innumerable ſtars. But, 


would we behold all his excellencies, 
pourtrayed in full perfection; and drawn 
to the very life; let us attentively conſi- 
der the REDEEMER.—lI obſerve, there 
are ſome parts of the firmament, in 
which the ſtars ſeem, as it were, to cle 
ter. They are ſown thicker, they bis 
cloſer, than uſual; and ſtrike the eye 
Like the 
jewels on a crown, they mangle their 


beams; and reflect an increaſe of bril- 


liancy, on each other. —!Is there not ſuch 


an aſſemblage, ſuch a conflellation of 


the Divine honours, molt amiably efful- 
gent in the bleſſed JE Sus? | 
Does not infinite Wiſdom & ſhine, wit] 
ſurpaſſing eee, in CHRIST? To 
the making of a world, there was no ob- 


+ Luke xi. 13. 


1 John vi. 37. 


If theſe fail, 


; The pillar'd firmament is rottenneſs, 
And earth's baſe built on ſtubble. 


Mi1tToX's CuMvs. 


§ Sec the next Note. 
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fo CONTEMPYL A'TIONS ON: THE'STARRY HEAVENS. 


© 'with the right hand of my righteouſ- 


£ !nefs®.” Comfortable truth! The arm, 
which fixes the ſtars in their orders, and 
guides the planets in their courſe, is 


ſtretched out to preſerve the heirs of ſal- 


vation.—“ My ſheep, adds the great 
Redeemer, are mine; and they ſhall 
< -never periſh; neither ſhall any pluck 
© them out of my hand f.“ What 
words are theſe! And did they come 
from H1M, who hathall power in heaven, 
and on earth ? And were they ſpoke to 
the weakeſt of the flock; to every un- 
feigned follower of the great Shepherd ? 
Then, Omnipotence itfelf muſt be van- 


quiſhed; before they can be deſtroyed, 


either by the ſeductions of fraud, or the 
aſſaults of violence. A ; 

Tf you aſk, therefore, what ſecurity 
we have, of enduring to the end, and 
continuing faithful unto death? — The 
ver 2 that eſtabliſnes the heavens, 

{ ettles the ordinances of the uni- 
verfe. Can theſe be thrown into con- 


futon}? Then, may the true believer - 


draw back unto perdition. Can the ſun 
be diſlodged from his ſphere, and ruſh 
liwleſsly through the ſky? Then, and 
then only, can the faith of Gop's elect || 
be finally overthrown,—Be of good cou- 


rage then, my ſoul; rely on thoſe divine 


ſuccours, which are ſo wax. ſtipu- 
lated, ſo faithfully promiſed. Though 
thy grace be languid, as the glimmering 
Fi though the overflowings of cor- 


ruption, threaten it with total extinftion 


yet, fince the great JBHOVAH. has un- 
dertaken to cheriſh the dim principle, 
many waters cannot quench. it, nor all 
< floods drown it. Nay, though it were 


freble as the ſmoking flax 5, goodneſs 


Þ Jer. xxxi. 35, 36» 


and faithfulneſs ſtand engaged, to aug 
ment the heat; to raiſe the fire, and feed 
the flame; till it beam forth, a lamp of 
immortal glory, in the heavens. * 

- As to the faithfulneſs of a covenanting 
Gop, this may be emblematically ſeen, 
in the ſtability of the heavenly bodies, 
and the 2 of their motions . 
Thoſe that are Fred or flationary, con- 
tinue unalterable in their grand eleva- 
tions. No injurious ſhocks; no violence 
of conflicting elements; are able to diſ- 
place thoſe everlaſting hinges, on which 
dependent worlds revolve. Through 
the whole flight of time, they recede 
not, ſo much as a hair's breadth; from. 
the preciſe central point of their reſpective 
ſyſtems.— While the erratic or planetary, 
perform their prodigious ſtages, without 
any intermiſſion, or the leaſt embaxraſſ- 
ment. How. ſoon, and how eafily, is 
the moſt finiſhed piece of human machi- 
nery diſconcerted ! But all the celeſtial 


movements, are ſo nicely adjuſted ; all 


their operations, ſo critically proporti- 
oned; and their mutual — ſo 
ſtrongly connected; that they prolon 

their beneficial courſes, throughout all 
IS mighty. cities are over- 
whelmed with rum, andtheir very names 
loſt in oblivion : while waff empires are 
ſwept from their foundations, and leave 
not ſo much as a ſhadowy trace of their 
ancient magnificence: while all ter- 
reſtrial things are ſubje& to viciſſitude, 
and fluctuating in uncertainty ; theſe are 
zermanent in their duration; theſe are 
invariable in their functions. Not one 
© faileth.— Who doubts the conſtant 
ſucceſſion, of day and night; or the re- 
gular returns, of r and winter ? 


+ John x. 28. 
{| Tit. i. 2. 


8 The tenderneſs and faithfulne of God to his people, are finely pictured by che Pro- 


phet Iſaiah, Chap. xlii. ver. 3. 


/ hich paſſage, becauſe of it's rich conſolation, and un- 


common beauty, is deſervedly adopted by St. Matthoau, and ingraſted into the ſyſtem of 


eyangelical truths, — He will not himſelf break, nor ſuffer to be broken by any other, the 
braiſed reed; nor quench the ſmoking flax. Was it poflible, to-have-choſen two more deli 
cate, and expreſſive repreſentations ?-Could any image, be more ſignificant of a very in- 
firm, and enfeebled faith; than the flexile reed, that bends before every wind? Which, 
beſides it's natural weakneſs, is made abundantly weaker by being bruiſed: and ſo, is ready 
to fall in pieces of itſelf. - Or could any thing, with a more pathetical exactneſs, deſcribe 
the extreme imbecillity, of that other prineiple of the divine life, le The ſtate of the 


the wick of the lamp, when it is not ſo much as kindled into a. glimmering flame, but only 
breathing ſmake, and uncertain whether it ſhall take fire or no. Vet true faith, and hea- 
venly love, though ſubſfting amidft ſuch pitiable infirmities, will not be abandoned by 


their great Author; ſhall not be extinguiſhed-by any temptationsz- but be maintained, invi= 


gorated, and made finally triymphant. Matt. xii. 20. 
N | <q Pſal. exix. 89, 90. 


And 
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And why, O! why ſhall we doubt the 
weracity of Gop, or diſtruſt the accom- 
pliſbment of his holy word? Can the or- 
dinances of heaven depart? Then only 
can GoD forget to be gracious; or neg- 
le& the performance of his promiſe.— 
Nay, our LorD gives us yet firmer 
ground of affiance. He affords us a ſurer 
bottom for our faith, than the fundamen- 
tal laws of the univerſe. Heaven and 
earth, he fays, * ſhall paſs away, but 


my words ſhall not, in a ſingle in- 


ſtance, or in one tittle of their import, 
paſs away, No: his ſacred word, what - 
ever may obſtruct it; whoever may op- 
poſe it; ſhall be fulfilled to the very ut- 
termoſt. ; 
O powerful word! How aſtoniſhing is 
it's efficacy! When this word was iſſued 
forth, a thouſand worlds emerged out of 
nothing. Should the mighty orders be 
repeated, a thouſand more would ſpring 
into exiſtence. By this word, the vaſt 
ſyſtem of created things is upheld, in con- 
ant and immutable perfection. Should 
it give command, or ceaſe to exert it's 
energy; the univerſal frame would be 
diſſolved, and all nature revert to her ori- 
ginal chaos. And this very word is 
pledged for the ſafety, the comfort, the 
happineſs of the godly. This inviolable, 
this almighty Word, 
promiſes of the Goſpel.—How ftrangely 
infatuated are our ſouls, that we ſhould 
value it fo ttle! What infidels are we 


in fact, that we ſhould depend upon it no 


more! Did it create, whatever has a 
being; and ſhall it not vork faith, in 
dur breaſts ? Do unnumbered worlds, 
owe their {i t to this word; and ſhall 
it not be ſufficient, to buoy up our ſouls 
in troubles, or eſtabliſh them in trials? 
Is it the {fe of the univerſe, and ſhall it 
be a dead letter to mankind ? 92 

If I wiſh to be heard, when I implore 
heavenly bleffings ; is not this priwilege 
moſt clearly made over to my enjoyment, 
in that well-knowntext, Aſk, and it ſhall 
© be given you“? If I long for the 
eternal Comforter, to dwell in my heart, 
and ſanctify my nature; have I not an 
apparent title to this hig prerogative, 
conferred in that ſweet aſſertive interro- 


gation 5 How much amore ſhall your 
Matt. vil. 7. 


ſpeaks in all the 


© heavenly Father, give the Holy Spirit 
© tothoſe that aſk him F?*—If Iearneſtly 
covet the ineſtimable treaſures, that are 
compriſed in the great IMMANUEL's 
mediation z can I have a firmer claim to 
the zoble portton, than is granted in that 
moſt precious ſcripture; Him that com- 
eth to Me, I will in no- wiſe caſt out? 
— What aſſurance, of being intereſted 
in theſe unſpeakable mercies, would J 
deſire? What form of conveyance; what 
deed of ſettlement ; were it left to my own 
option, ſhould I chooſe! Here 1s the 
word of a King ; the King immortal and 
inviſible; all whoſe declarations | are 
truth itfelf.—-If a monarch beſtows 
immunities on a body of men, and con- 
firm them by an authentic charter; no 
one controverts, no one queſtions, their 
right to the royal fayours. And why 


ſhould we ſuſpect the walzdityof thoſe gla- 


rious grants, which are made by. the 
everlaſting Sovereign of Nature; which 
He has alſo ratified by an oath, and ſealad 
with the blood of his Son ?—Corpora-- 
tions may be disfranchiſed, and charters 
revoked. Even mountains may be re- 
moved, and ſtars drop from their ſpheres. 
But a tenure, founded on the Divine 


promiſe, is unajienably ſecare; is laſting, 


as eternity itſelf. 


the luſtre of innumerable ſtars, But, 
would we behold all his excellencies, 


pourtrayed in,/ul/ perfection; and drawn 


to the very life; let us attentively conſi- 
der the REDEEMER.—l1I obſerve, there 
are ſome parts of the firmament, in 
which the ſtars ſeem, as it were, to clue 
ter. They are ſown thicker, they lie 
cloſer, than uſual; and ſtrike the eye 


with redoubled ſplendour. Like. th 


jewels on a crown, they mingle their 


beams; and reflect an increaſe of bril- 


liancy, on each other.—lIs there not ſuch 


an affemblage, - ſuch -a conſtellation of | 


the Divine honours, molt amiably efful- 
gent in the bleſſed JESUS? RS 

Does not infinite V iſdom have, n 
ſurpaſſing brightneſs, in CHRIST? To 
the making of a world, there was no ob- 


+ Loke xi. 13 


8 — theſe fail,” 


The pillar'd firmament is rottenneſs, - 
And earth's baſe built on ſtubble. 
§ Sec the next Note. 


\ 


* 


Mit ToN's Couvs. 


3As- Racle; 


We have endeavoured to ſpell alla: 
ble of the eternal name, in the ancient 
-manuſcript of the ſky. We have catched 
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| 
C | 
| 
| 


05-7 ea". 


52 CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE STARRY HEAVENS! 


ſtacle; but to the ſaving of man, there 
ſeemed to he unſurmountable bars. If 
the rebel is ſuffered to eſcape; where is 
the inflexite juſtice, which denounces 
© death as the wages of ſin? If the of- 
fender is thoroughly pardoned ; where 
is the in violable veracity, which has fo- 
Jemnly declared, © The ſoul that ſinneth, 
< ſhall die? Theſe awful attributes are 
ſet in terrible array; and, like an impe- 
netrable battalion, oppoſe the ſalvation 
of apoſtate mankind. Who can ſuggeſt 
a method to abſolve the traiterous race; 
Jet vindicate the honours of almighty 
ſovereigntyß? This is an intricacy, 
which, the moſt exalted of infinite in- 
telligencies, are unable to clear.— But, 
behold the unſcarcbable ſecret revealed! 
revealed in the wonderful redemption, 
accompliſhed by a dying Saviour! So 
plainly revealed, that © He who runs 
© may read;* and even baves underſtand, 
what minds of the' deepeſt penetration 
could not contrive. - The Son of Gop, 
taking our nature, obeys the law, and 
undergoes death, in our ſtead. By this 
means, the threatened curſe is executed, 
in all it's rigour; and free grace is exer- 
ciſed, in all it's riches. Juſtice main- 
tains her rights, and, with a ſteady hand, 
adminiſters impartial vengeance ; while 
Mercy diſpenſes her pardons, and wel- 


comes the repentant criminal into the 


tendereſt embraces. Hereby, the ſeem- 
ingly thwarting attributes are reconciled. 
The ſinner is ſaved, not only in ful? con- 
ſiſtence, with the honour of the ſupreme 
perfections; but to the moſt illuſtrious 
manifeſtation of them all. 

Where does the divine Power * ſo ſig- 
nally exert itſelf, as in the croſs of 
CHxtsT, and in the conqueſts of grace? 
—Our LORD, in his loweſt ſtate of hu- 
miliation, gained a more glorious vie- 

tory; than when, through the dividing 


ſea, and the waſte howling wilderneſs, | 
He rode upon his chariots and horſes 


c of ſalvation.” When his hands were 
riveted with irons, to the bloody tree; 
he diſarmed death of it's ſting, andpluck- 
ed the prey from the jaws of hell. Then, 
even then, while he was crucified in 


weakneſs, he vanquiſhed the firong marr, 


and fubdued our moſt formidable ene- 
mies. Even then, he ſpoiled principa- 
litiesz triumphed over the powers of 
darkneſs; and led captivity captive. 
Now he is exalted to his heavenly throne, 
with what a prevailing efficacy does his 
grace go forth, © conquering, and to 
conquer! By this, the 3 of ſin 
are reſcued from their bon „and re- 
ſtored to the liberty of righteouſneſs. 
By this, depraved wretches, whoſe ap- 
petites were ſenſual, and their diſpoſitions 
dewilifh; are not only renewed, but re- 
newed after - the image of Gop, and 
made partakers of a d:vine nature. Mil- 
lions, millions of loſt creatures are ſnatch- 
ed, by the interpoſition of grace, like 
brands from the burning; and, tranſlat- 
ed intoeverlaſting manſions, ſhine brigher 
than the fars, ſhine bright as the ſun, in 
the kingdom of their Father. 
Would you then ſee an incomparably 


more bright diſplay of the divine excel. 


lence, than the unſpotted firmament, 
the ſpangles of heaven, or the. golden 
fountain of day exhibit? Contemplate 
Jesus of Nazareth. He is the bright- 
neſs of his Father's glory, and the ex- 
preſs image of his perſon. In his im- 
maculate nature; in his heavenly tein- 
pers; in his moſt holy life; the moral 
Perfections of the Deity are repreſented, to 


the higheſt advantage .— Hark! how 


Mercy, with her-charming woice, ſpeaks 
in all he utters. See! how Benevolence 
pours her choiceſt ſtores, in all he does. 

id ever Compaſſion look ſo —— 
as in thoſe pitying tears; which ſwelled 


his eyes, and trickled down his cheeks, 


to bedew the rancour of his inveterate 
enemies? Was it poſſible for Patience 
to aſſume a form ſo lovely; as that 
ſweetly-winning conduct, which bore 
the contradiction of finners ? Which in- 
treated the obſtinate to be reconciled; 
beſought the guilty, not to die?—In 
other things, we may find ſome ſcatter- 
ed rays of JEHOVAHn's glory; but in 


CHRIST they are all collected and unit- 
ed. In Cu RIS they beam forth, with the 


ſtrongeſt radiance, with the moſt delight- 


* Cnx1sT, the wiſdem of GOD, and the power of GOD. - 1 Cor. i. 24.—To the in- 
tent that now, unto the principalities and poavers in beavenly places, might be known the 
eburch (by the amazing gontrivance, and accompliſhment of it's redemption) the deep, 
extenſive, and {wourouxncg) greatly diverſified wiſdom of GOD. Eph. iii. 10. 


+ In this ſenſe, that ſaying of our Lozxp 


0 


is eminently true He that hath ſeen ME, 
6 hath ſeen the FATHER. Jebn XIV, 9. 2 * 1 94 
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ful effulgence. Out of Sion, and in Sion g 
great Redeemer,” hath GOD appeared in 
perfect beauty. | 
Search then, my ſoul, above all other 
urſuits, ſearch the records of redeeming 
ove. Let theſe be the principal objects 
of thy, ſtudy, Here brad yi thyſelf, with 
the moſt unwearied aſſiduity.— In theſe 
are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and 
knowledge *. Such wiſdom ; as charms 
and aſtoniſhes the very angels: engages 
their cloſeſt attention, and fills them with 
the deepeſt adoration . Such knowledge ; 
as qualifies the poſſeſſor, if not for offices 
of dignity on earth, yet for the moſt ho- 
nourable advancements in the kingdom 
of heaven. Diſunited from which know- 
ledge, all application is but elaborate im- 
pertinence; and all ſcience, no better 
than - pompous ener re- 
cords contain the faultleſs model of duty, 
and the nobleſt motives to obedience. No- 
thing ſo powerful to work a lively faith, 
and a joyful hope; as an attentive con- 
ſideration of our LorD's unutterable 
merits. Nothing ſo ſovereign to anti- 
dote the peſtilential influence of the 
world, and deliver our affections from a 
ſlavery to ignoble objects; as an habi- 
tual remembrance of his extreme agonies. 


The genuine, the ever - fruitful ſource of 


all morality, is the unfeigned love of 
_ CHRIST:; and the croſs, the CRoss, is 
the appointed ſ altar, from which we may 


fetch a coal ||, to enkindle this ſacred 


fire. 


Bebold, therefore, the Man; the match- 
leſs and ſtupendous Man; whole prac- 
tice was a pattern of the molt exalted 
virtue, and his perſon the mirror of 
every divine perfection. Examine the 
memoirs of his heavenly temper and ex- 
- converſation. Contemplate that 
chorr of graces, which were aſſociated in 
his mind, and ſhed the higheſt luſtre on 
all his actions. Familiarize to thy 
thoughts his inſtructive diſcourſes, and 
enter into the very ſpirit of his refined 
doctrines. That the graces may be 
transfuſed into thy brealf, and the doc- 
trines tranſcribed in thy life. Follow 
him to Calvary's horrid eminence; to 
Calvary's fatal cataſtrophe; Where in- 
nocence, dignity, and merit, were made 
perfect through ſufferings: each ſhining, 
with all poſſible ſplendor, through the 
tragical ſcene; ſomewhat like his own ra- 
diant bow, then glowing with the greateſt 
beauty, when appearing on the dark- 
eſt cloud. Be thy moſt conſtant atten- 
tion fixed, on that lovely and forrowful 
ſpectacle. Behold the ſpotleſs victim, 
nailed to the tree, and ſtabbed to the 
heart. Hear him pouring out prayers, 
for his murderers; before he poured 
out his ſoul for tranſgrefiors. See the 
wounds that ſtream with forgiveneſs, and 
bleed balm for a diſtempered world. O! 
ſee the juſtice of the Almighty and his 
goodneſs; his mercy and his vengeance 
every tremendous and gracious attribute 
manifeited; manifeſted with inexpreſſible 


* Culofſ. it. 3.—Not a mean degree, but a treaſure; not one treaſure, but many; not 


many only, but all. treaſures of true wifdum, and ſaving knowledge; are in Cyr1sT, and 


his glorious Goſpel.— The tranſcendent exce/lency of thoſe treaſures ſeems to be finely inti- 
mated, in that other expreſſion aroxgvpu, bid; (which may be interpreted by the Hebrew 


EMBL, Job iii. 21.) laid up, with the utmoſt care, and the greateſt ſafety. Not left at 


all adventures, to be ſtumbled upon, by every giddy wanderer; or to fall into the arms of 
the yawning ſluggard; but, like jewels of the brighteſt luſtre, or riches of the higheſt value, 
kept in flore to adorn and reward the diligent ſearcher. - | | | 

+ This, I believe, is the import of the apoſtle's language, though it is not a literal tranſ- 


lation of eig a emidupous;y aſtro aapatuai. 1 Pet. i. 12, -I never had ſuch a lively ap- 


prehenſion of the beautiful ſignificancy of the laſt word, as when I have attended a diſſec- 
tion of ſome part of the animal body. In order to diſcern the Minutiæ of the admirable 
frame; the latent wonders of art and mechaniſm ; the eye is ſo ſharpened, and it's appli- 
cation ſo . intenſely | bended, as gives a very juſt experimental comment on that expreſſive 
phraſe, gapanulai—With ſuch earneſt attention, is the everlaſting Goſpel contemplated, 
by the angelic orders ! How much more,. if it were poſſible, does it deſerve the devout and 
inceſſant conſideration of human minds? Since by them, it is not only to be ſpeculated, as 
a bright and raviſhing diſplay of the Divine attributes; but to be applied to their fallen na- 
ture, as a moſt benign ſcheme of recovering grace; as the ſure and only method of obtain- 


ing life and immortality. 


t And 1, ſays our LORD, c if I be lifted up from the earth,” and extended on the 


croſs, will draw all men unto me: will give ſuch a rich and tranſcendent diſplay of my 
love, as ſhall conſtitute the moſt powerful and prevailing attractive of theirs. Jobn xii, 32. 


j Alluding to Iſaiah vi. 6, 
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glory in that moſt guomintous, yet 
grandeft, of tranſactions. 

Since Go is ſo inconceivably great, 
as theſe his marvellous works declare; 


Since the great, Soy*reign ſends ten thouſand 
worlds, | | 

To tell us, he refides above them all, 

In glory's unapproachable receſs *; 


how can we forbear haſtening, with 
Moſes, bowing ourſclves to the earth, 
and worſhipping ? 

Ol what an honourable, as well as 
advantageous employ, is prayer !— Ad- 
<antageous. By prayer, we cultivate that 
improving correſpondence with JEHO- 
VAH, we carry on that gladdening in- 
tercourſe with his SPIRIT, which mult 
begin here, in order to be compleated in 
eternity.——Honourable. By prayer, we 
have acceſs to that mighty Potentate; 
whoſe ſceptre ſways univerſal nature, and 
whoſe rich 1 x fill the ſkies with 
Inftre. Prayer, places us in his preſence- 
chamber; while * the blood of ſprink- 
* ling,” procures us a gracious audience. 


Shall I then $/z/+ to be found proftrate, - 


before the throne of Grace? Shall I be 
aſhamed to have it known; that I offer 
up focial ſupplications in tlie family, or 
am conſcientious in obſerving my pri- 
vate retirements? Rather let me glory in 


this unſſ eakable privilege. Let me reckon 


it the nobleſt poſture, to fall low on my 
knees before his footſtool; and the highef 


honour, to enjoy communion with his 


moſt exalted Majeſty.—Incomparably 
more noble, than to fit, in perſon, on the 
triumphal chariot; or to ſtand, in effigy, 
amidtt the temple of worthics. 

Moft ineſtimable, in fuch a view, is 
that promiſe; which ſo often oecurs in 
the prophetic wittings, and is the crown- 


ing benefit of the new covenant—* I 


6 will be thy God. — Will this ſu- 
premely excellent, and almighty Being, 
vonchſafe to be ny portion? To ſettle 
upon a poor ſinner, not the heritage of 
a county, not the poſſeſſion of the whole 


earth; but his own ever-bleſſed Self? 


= For this guetation, and ſeveral valuable hints, I acknowledge 


May I then, through his free conde- 
ſcending grace, and the unknown me- 
rits of his Son, look upon all theſe in · 
finitely noble attributes as my treaſure ? 
May I regard the wi/dom, which ſuper 
intends ſuch a multitude of worlds, as 
my guide; the power, which produced, 
and preſerves them in exiſtence, as my 

uerd ; the goodneſs, which, by an end- 

{s communication of favours, renders 
them all ſo many habitations of happi« 
neſs, as my exceed:ng great reward — 
What a fund of felicity, is included in 
ſuch a bleſſing! How often does the 
Iſraelitiſh prince exult in the aſſurance, 
that this unutterable and boundleſs good 
is his own? Interefted m this, he bids 
defiance to every evil, that can be dread- 
ed; and reſts in certain expectation of 


every bleſſing, that can be deſired. The 


LORD is my light, and my ſalvation ; 
© whom then ſhall I fear? The LORD,” 
with an air of exultation, he repeats both 
his athance, and his challenge, is the 
© ſtrength of my life; of whom then 
© ſhall I be afraid 1? Nothing ſo effec- 


tual, as this appropriating faith, to in- 


ſpire a dignity of mind, ſuperior to tran- 
fitory triflesz or to create a calmneſs of 
temper, unalarmed by vulgar fears, un- 
appailed by death itſelf.— The LORD 
is my ſhepherd,” ſays the ſame truly 
gallant and heroic. perſonage: there 


© fore ſhall 1 lack nothing ||.” How is 


it poſſible, he ſhould fuffer want, who 
has the all- ſufficient fulneſs for his ſup- 
ply? So long as unerring Wiſdom is 
capable of contriving the means; ſo long 
as uncontroulable Power is able to exe- 
cute them; ſuch a one cannot fail of 


being fafe and happy; whether he con- 


tinue amidſt the viciſſitudes of time, or 
** inte the unchangeable eternity. 
ere, let us ſtand a moment, and 
humbly contemplate this great God, to- 
gether with ourſelves, in a relative view, 
If we reflect on the works of material 
nature, their number incomprehenſible, 
and their extent-unmeaſurable: each of 


them apart, ſo admirably framed ; the 
myſeif indebted to thoſe 


beautiful and ſublime poems, intituled Nigbr-J hon gh. Of which I ſhall only ſay, that 
J receive freſh pleature, and richer improvement, from evety- renewed peruſal. And; 1 
think, 1 ſhall have reaſon to bleſs the indulgent Beſtower of all wiſdom, for thoſe inſtruc- 


tive and animating compoſitions, even in my laſt moments. Than which, nothing can 


more emphatically ſpeak their ſuperior excellence, nor give a more ſolid ſatis faction to their 
worthy author. — Happy ſhould 1 think myſelf, if theſe little ſketches of contemplative de- 
votion, might be honoured with the i inferior degree of the ſame ſncceſs, -Mipht-rective 
a teſtimony, not from the voice of Fame, but from the dying lips of fome edified Chriſtian, 


F Heb, Ville 10. 
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connections of the whole, ſo exquilitely 


regulated ; and all derived, from one and 
the ſame glorious Agent If we recollect 


the far more noble accompliſhments of 


elegant taſte, and diſcerning judgment; 
of refined affections, and exalted ſenti- 
ments; which are to be found, among 
the ſeveral orders of iztelligent exiſtence :; 
and all of them flowing, in rich emana- 
tions, from the one tole Fountain of in- 
tellectual light—If we farther conſider 
this Author of material beauty, and mo- 
ral excellency, as a Guardian, a Ge- 
wernor, and Benefaftor to all his crea- 
tures: ſupporting the whole ſyſtem, and 
protecting each individual, by an ever- 
watchful providence; preſiding over the 
minuteſt affairs, and cauſing all events to 
terminate in the moſt extenſive good; 
heaping, with unremitted liberality, his 
benefits upon every capable object, and 
making the circuit of the univerſe a ſe- 
minary of happineſs—Is it poſſible for 
the human heart, under fuch captivating 
views, to be indifferent towards this moſt 
benign, moſt bountiful Original of being 
and of blifs ? Can any be fo tmmerſed in 
upidity, as to ſay unto the Almighty— 
in the language of an irreligious temper, 


and licentious life, to fay? © Depart from 


cus; we implore not thy favour; nor 
© defire the knowledge of thy ways.'— 
Wonder, O Heawens! be amazed, O 
Earth! and let the inhabitants of both 
expreſs their aſtoniſhment, at this un- 
paralleled complication of diſingenuous, 
ungrateful, deſtructive perverſenefs ! 

If we conſider our fallen and imperfect 
Kate; frail in our bodies; enfeebled in 
our minds; in every part of our conſti- 
tution, and in all the occurrences of life, 
4 like a tottering wall, or a broken 
© hedge. If we ſurvey our indigent and 
x ſtate; without holineſs ; without 
ſpiritual ſtrength ; our poſſeſſion of pre- 
Jane conveniencies, intirely dependent 
on God's ſovereign · pleaſure; yea, for- 


feited, juſtly forfeited, with every future 
hope, by a thouſand aggravated iniqui- 
tics.— If we add the various di/afters of 
our condition; agitatea as we are b 
tumultuous paſſions; oppreſſed with dil- 
piriting fears; held in ſuſpence by a va- 
ricty of perplexing “ cares: liable to 
pains, and expoſed to troubles; 4roubles 
from every quarter; troubles of every 
kind—Can we, amidft fo many wants, 
under ſuch deplorable infirmities, and 
ſubject to ſuch diſaſtrous aceidents can 
we be unconcerned, whether Gop's om- 
nipotent, irreſiſtible, all- conducting hand 
be againſt us, or for us? Imagination 
itſelf ſhudders at the thought Can we 
reſt fatisfied, without a well grounded 
perſuaſion, that we are reconciled to this 
fupreme LORD, and the objects of his 
unchangeable goodneſs If there be an 
abandoned wretch, whoſe apprehenſions 
are ſo fatally blinded; who is ſo utterly 
loſt to all ſenſe of his duty, and of his 
intereſt; let me bewail his 7/ery, while 
I abhor his impiety. Bewail his miſery 
though Popularity, with her choiceſt lau- 
rels, adorn his brow ; though Affluence, 
with her richeſt delicacies, load his table; 
though half a nation, or half a world, 
conſpire to call him happy. 

May I, by a believing application, 
folace myſelf in this everlailing Source of 
love, perfection, and joy! Grant me this 
requelt, and I aſk no more. — Only, that 
I may expect, not with a reluctant anz- 
icty, but with a ready chearfulneſs, the 
arrival of that important hour; when 
this veil of fleſh ſhall drop, and the 
ſhadows of mortality flee away. When 
I ſhall no longer complain of &b/cure 
knowledge; lauguid affections; and n- 
pevfett fruition— but ſhall ſee the un- 
created and immortal Majeſty. See him, 
not in this diſtant and unatfecting me- 
thod, of reaſoning from his works; but 
with the moſt clear and direct intuition of 
the mind.— When I ſhall /2ve him, not 


* Perplexing==Thoſe wha, read the original language of the New Teſtament, are ſuffi- 


CREE 


ciently appriſed, that ſuch is the ſig nifcancy of that benevolent diffuafive, urged by out 
Logn, pon jtgiparals, Matt. vi. 25.— beg leave, for the ſake of the unlearned reader, 
to obſerve; That our tranſlation, though for the moſt part faithful and excellent, has here 
miſrepreſented our divine Maſter's meanings. Take no thought for your food, for your rai- 
ment, for your bodily welfare, is nat only not the true ſenſe, but the very reverſe of the 
ſcriptural doctrine. We are required to take a prudent and moderate thought, for the ne- 
cefſaries: of life. The ſluggard, who neglects this decent precaution, is ſeverely reprimanded z 
3s ſent to one of the meaneſt animals, to bluſſi for his folly, and learn diſeretion from her 
conduct, Prog. vi. 6. Our. Saviour's precept, and the exact ſenſe of his expreſſion, is, 
Take no anxiaus thought; indulfe no perplexing care. No ſuch care, as may argue an 


unreaſonable diru of Providence; or may nd, tear your: minds wirh giſtrefing, with 


Fernicicus ſolicitude, 
with 
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| with a cold and contracted ſpirit; but 


with the moſt lively and enlarged emo- 
tions of gratitude.— When I ſhall in- 
ceſſantly enjoy the light of his counte- 
nance; and be united, inſeparably united 
40 his all-glorious GopHEAD.— Take, 


ye ambitious, unenvied and unoppoſed, 


take to yourſelves the toys of ſtate. May 
I be enabled to rejeice in this bleſſed 


hope; and to triumph in that amiable, 


that adorable, that delightful name, the 
Lord my Gop! And I ſhall ſcarce 
beftow a thought, on the ſplendid page- 
antry of the world, unleſs it be to deſpiſe 
it's empty pomp, and to pit it's deluded 
admirers. 

All theſe: bodies, though immenſe in 
their ſize, and almoſt infinite in their 
multitude, are obedient to the Divine 
command. The Gop of wiſdom tel- 
© leth their numbers,” and is intimately 
acquainted with their various properties. 
The Gon of power calleth them all by 
© their names, and aſſigns them what- 
ſoever office he pleaſes. —He marſhals All 
the ſtarry legions, with infinitely greater 
eaſe, * 
pert general, arranges his diſciplined 
troops. He appoints their pots; he 
marks their route; he fixes the time for 
their return. The poſts, which he ap- 
points, they occupy, without fail. In 
the route, which he ſettles, they perſe- 
vere, without the leaſt deviation. And 
to the inſtant *, which he fixes for their 


T5” The planets, and all the innumerable hoſt of heavenly bodies, perform their courſes 


nicer order; than the moſt ex- 


return, they are preciſely punctual.— 
He has given them a lav, which, through 
a long revolution of ages, ſhall not be 
broken; unleſs his ſovereign will inter- 
poſes, for it's repeal, Then indeed, the 
motion of the celeſtial orbs is controuled ; 
their action remains ſuſpended ; or their 
influence receives a new direftion.—The 


ſun, at his creation, iſſued forth with a 


command, to travel perperually through 
the heavens. Since which, he has never 
neglected to perform the great circuit; 
© rejoicing as a giant to run his race.“ 
But, when 1t 1s requiſite to accompliſh 
the purpoſes of divine love, the orders 
are countermanded ; the flaming courier 
remits his career; flands ſtill in Gibeon +; 
and, for the conveniency of the choſen 

ople, holds back the falling day. 
The moon was diſpatched with a charge, 
never to intermit her revolving courſe, 
till day and night come to an end. But 


' when the children of Providence, are to 


be favoured with an uncommon conti- 
nuance of light, ſhe halts in her march; 
makes a ſolemn pauſe © in the valley of 
Ajalon 1; and delays to bring on her 
attendant train of ſhadows. When the 
enemies of the LORD are to be diſcom- 


fited, the flars are levied into the ſervice ; 


the ſtars are armed, and take the field ; 
© the ſtars, in their courſes, fought againſt 
© Siſera l. 

So dutiful is material Nature! So ob- 
ſequious, in all her forms, to her Crea- 


© and revolutions, with ſo much certainty and exactneſs, as never once to fail; but, for 
© almoſt 6000 years, come conſtantly about to the ſame period, in the hundredth part of a 
minute.“ SrackRousE's Hift, Bible. | 

+ This is ſpoken in conformity to the Scripture language, and according to the common 
notion. With reſpe@ to the power which effected the alteration; it is much the ſame 


thing, and alike miraculous; whether the ſun, or the earth, be ſuppoſed to move. - 


1 Fob. x. 12, 13.—The prophet Habakkuk, according to his lofty manner, celebrates 


this event; and points out, in very poetical diction, the deſign of ſo ſurpriſing a miracle. 


. The ſun and moon flood ftill in their habitation : in the light, the long-continued and mira- 


eulous light, hy arrcavs, edged with deſtruction, walled on their awful errand; in the clear 
ſhining of the day, protracted for this very purpoſe, 2 12 ſpear, launched by thy 
people, but guided by thy hand, ſprung to it's prey. Hab. iii. 11. | 

{ Judge v. 20.— The ſcriptural phraſe fought againſt will, 1 hope, be a proper war- 
rant for every expreflion, I have uſed on this occaſion.— The paſſage is generally ſuppoſed 
to ſignify, that ſome very dreadful meteors (Which the ſtars were thought to influence) ſuch 
as fierce flaſhes of /ightning; impetuous ſhowers of rain; and rapid ſtorms of bail; were 


employed by the Almighty to terrify, annoy, and overthrow the enemies of Iſrael, If ſo, 


there cannot be a more clear and lively paraphraſe on the text, than thoſe fine lines of a 


Jewiſh writer. — His ſevere wwrath ſhall HE ſharpen for a ſeword; and the world ſhall fight 1 

with bim againſt the ungodly. Then, ſpall the right-aiming thunderbolts go abroad; and 

From the clouds, as from a well. drawn bow, ſpall they fly to the mark. And hail-ſtones, 
a 


full of wrath be caſt out of a ſtone bow; and the water ef the ſea ſhall rage againſt 
them; and the oods (as 4 ex 90 of the river Kiſhon) geren drown them. Tea, 


4 nighry wind ſpall tang up againſt them z and, like 8 ſtorm, ſoall blow them away. Wild, 
| wes 


Vo ZO, 21, 22, 23. 
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tor's pleaſure !-—The bellowing thun- ings, ſhould pay their equal homage, by 
ders, liſten to his voice; and the vollied the withng compliance of their affec- 
lightnings, obſerve the direction of his tivns*.—Come then, all ye ;faculties of 
eye. The flying ſtorm, and impetuous my mind; come, all ye powers of my 
whirlwind, Wear his yoke. The raging body; give up yourſelves, without a mos 
waves revere his nod: they ſhake the ment's delay, without the leaft reſer ve, ta 
earth; they daſh the ſkies; yet, never his governance. Stand, like dutiful 
offer to pals the limits, which he has pre- ſervants, at his footſtool; in an ever- 
ſcribed.— Even the planetary ſpheres; laſting readineſs to do whatſoever He re- 
though vaſtly larger, than the wide-ex- quires; to be whatſoever He appoints, 
tended earth ; are, in his hand, as clay in To further, with united efforts, the pur- 
the hands of the potter. Though, frorffer poles of his glory in this earthly ſcene ; 
than the northern blaſt, they {weep the or elſe to ſeparate, without reluctance, at 
long tracts of æther; yet, are they guid- his ſummons; the one, to ſleep in the ſi- 
ed by his reins, and execute whatever he lent duſt; the oer, to advance his ho- 
mjoins.—Al thoſe enormous globes of nour, in tome remoter colony of his 
central fire, which beam through the Kingdom. — Thus, may 1 join with all 


boundleſs azure; in cempariſon of which, the works of the Lok p, in all places of 


an army of planets, were like a {warm his dominion, to recognize his univer- 
vf ſummer inſets; thoſe, even thoſe, fal fupremacy; and proclaim Him ſove- 
are conformable, to his, will, as the melt. reign of ſouls, as well as ruler of worlds. 
75 wax to the impreſſed ſeal.— Since At my firſt coming abroad, all theſe 
, ALL is obedient, throughout the luminaries were eclipſed, by the over- 
whole aſcent of things, ſhall man be the powering luſtre of the ſun. They were 
enly rebel againſt che almighty Maker? all placed in the very fame ſtations; and 
Shall theſe unruly appetites, reſect his played the ſame ſprightly beams; yet, 
government, and refuſe their allegiance ? not one of them was ſeen. As the day- 
Shall theſe headſtrong paſſions, break light wore away, and the ſober ſhades 
looſe from divine reſtraint ; and run wild, advanced; Heſperus, who leads the 
in exorbitant ſallies, after their own ima ſtarry train, diſeloſed his radiant fore- 
ginations? CN head, and catched my eye. While 1 

O my foul, be ſtung with remorſe, ſtood gazing on his bright and beauti- 
and overwheimed with confuſion, at the ful aſpect, ſeveral of his attendants peep- 
thought! Is it not a righteous thing, ed through the blue curtains. Scarce 
that the bleſſed Gop ſhould ſway the had I turned to obſerve theſe freſh ema- 
ſceptre, with the moſt abſolute authority, nations of ſplendor; but others dropt 
over all the creatures, which his power the veil; others ſtole intq view. When 


has formed? Eſpecially over thoſe crea- lo! faſter and more numerons, multi- 


tures; whom his diſtinguiſhed favour tvdes ſprung from obſcurity; they 
has endued with the noble principle of poured, in ſhining troops, and in ſweet 
reaſon, and made capable of a bliſsful confuſion, over all the empyrean plain, 
Immortality? Sure, if all the ranks of Till the firmament ſeemed, like one vaſt 
zmanimate exiſtence, conform to, their conſtellation; and © a flood of glory 
Maker's decree, by the neceſſity of their * burit from all the ſkigs.* | 

nature; this more excellent race of be- Is not ſuch the re, and ſuch the pro- 


This argument, I acknowledge, is not abſolutely concluſive. But it is popular and 
triking. Nor can I think myſelt obliged, in ſuch a work; where Fancy bears a conſide- 
rable (way ; to proceed always with the caution and exactneſs, of a diſputer in the ſchools, 
If there be ſome appearance of analogy, between the fact and the inference, it ſeems ſuffi- 
cient for my purpoſe ; though the deduction ſhould not be neceſſary, nor the proceſs ſtrictly 
ſyllogiſtical.— One of the apoſtolic fathers, has an affecting and ſublinie paragraph, which 
runs intirely in this form: Hiog Te ta; , afrtewy TE oe, Male. Thy dia la ſuv ail av 
„ οον,ͤM! Ng Warn H, ,, EE ο a Te; erilflayuert; aury; coyuus. The ſun, 
the moon, and rbe ftarry choir, without the leaf deviation, and with the utm-fl harmony, per- 
Ferm the revolleions appointed them by the ſupreme decree. From which remark, and abund- 
ance of other fimilat inftances, obſervable in the æconomy of nature; he exhorts Chriſ- 
tians, to a cordial 'yna»imity among themſelves, and a dutiful ebedience to Gop, Vid. 
Clem. Roman. 1 Ep. 2d Corinth. Se, 20.— See alſo a beautiful ode in Dr; Watt's Lyric 

Poems, inticuled, © The Compariſon and Complaint, which turns upon this very thought; 
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* 

greſi of a true conwerfion, in the preju- 
diced infidel, or inattentive ſinner? Dur- 
ing the period of his vainer years, a 
thouſand intereſting truths, lay utterly 
undiſcovered; a thouſand momentous 
concerns, were intircly diſregarded. 
But, when divine grace diſſipates the de- 
luſive glitter, which dazzled his under- 
ſtanding, and beguiled his affections; 
then, he begins to diſcern, dimly to diſ- 
cern, the things which belong unto his 
peace. Some admonition of Scripture, 
darts conviction into his ſoul; as the 
glimmering of a far, pierces the gloom 
of night. — Then perhaps, another aw- 
ful, or chearing text, impreſſes terror, 
or diffuſes comfort. A toreatening 
alarms his fears, or a fromiſe awakens 
his hopes. This, pollibly, s ſiccecced 
y ſome aflitive diſpenſation of Pro- 
ridence; and improved by foine edify- 
ing and iaffructi vs converiation, All 
which is cttabliſhed, as to it's continu- 
ance; and inlarged, as to it's influence; 
by a diligent Rudy of the facred word, 
By this means, new truths continually 
pour their evidence. Scenes of retined 
2nd exaited, but hitherto unknown de- 
Ii ght, addreſs him with their attractives. 
New deſires take wing; new purtuts 
are ſet on foot. A new turn cf mind 
forms his temper ; a new habit of con- 
rerſation regulates his life. In a word; 
wd things are paſſed anvay; and all 
things become newo, He, who was ſome- 
time darkneſs, is now hight, and life, 
and joy in the LORD. | 

The more atientively I view the cryſ- 
tal concave, the more fully I diſcern the 
richneſs of it's decorations. Abundance 
of minuter lights, which lay concealed 
from a" uperficial notice, are viſible on 
a cloſer examination. Eipecially in thoje 


tracts of the ſky, which are called the 


Galaxy, and are diſtinguiſhable by a 
fort of milky path, There, the ſtars 


are erouded rather than diſſeminated, 
The region ſeems to be all on a blazez 
with their blended rays.—Beſides this 
vaſt proſufion, which in my preſent ſitua- 
tion the eye diſcovers; was I to make 
my ſurvey, from any other part of the 
globe, lying nearer the ſouthern pole; 1 
ſhould behold a ue choir of ſtarry bo- 
dies, which have never appeared within 
our horizon. — Was I (which is ftil} 
more wondertu]) either here or there, to 
view the firmament with the virtuoſo's 
glats; I ſhould find a prodigious mul- 
titude of flaming orbs, which, immerſed 
in depths of zther, eſcape the keeneſt 
unaffiſted ght“ Vet, in theſe various 
ſituations; even with the aid of the te- 
leſcopic tube; I frould not be able to 
deicry the half, perhaps not a thouſandth 
part, of thoſe majeſtic luminaries, which 
the vait expaniive heavens contain f. 
Se, the more diligently I purtue my 


ſearch, into thoſe oracles of eternal truth, 


the Scriptures; I perceive a wider, # 
deeper an ever increaſmg fund of fpi- 
ritual treatures. I perceive the brighter 
firokes of wiſdom, and the richer diſ- 
plays of goodneſs; a more tranſcendent. 
exceilency in the illuſtrious Meſſiah, and 
a more deplorable vileneſs in fallen man; 
a more immaculate purity in Gop's 
law, and more precious privileges in 
his golpel. Vet, after a courſe of ſtudy, 
ever fo aſſiduous; ever ſo prolonged; I 
ſhould have reaſon to own myſelf, a 
mere babe in heavenly knowledge; or, ar 
moſt, but a puerile proficient, in the 
{chool of CHRIST. | 

After all my moſt accurate inſpection, 
thoſe ſtarry orbs appear but as glittering 
Points. Even the planets, though ſo 
much nearer our earthly manſion, ſeem 
only like burning bullets. If then, we 
have ſuch zmperfe&t apprehenſions of vi- 
ſible and material things; how much 
more ſcanty and madequate, muſt be our 


* Come forth, O man, yon azure round ſurvey, 
And view thofe lamps, which yield eternal day. 
Bring forth thy glaſſes : clear thy wond'ring eyes: 
Miitions beyond the former millions riſe: * 
Look fartker:— Millions more blaze from remoter ſkies, 8 2 
See an ingenigus poem, intituled, The Univerſe, 


+ How-noble, confidered in this view, are the celebrations of the divine Majeſty, which 
Frequently occur in the ſacred writings! © It is the LORD that made the Heavens. Pſal. 


tion 


of Heavens, with all their hoſt. Neliem. ix. 6.— Examined by this rule, the beautiful 
climax in our infpited hy mn, is ſublime beyond compare, * Praiſe HIM, ſon and moon: 
$ Praiſe (HM, all ye ſtars of light: praiſe HIM, ye Heavens of Heavens, Pfal, cxlviii. 3, 4. 


notion 


\ 


e a prodigious dignity, does ſuch a ſenſe of things give to that devout aſcrip- 
praiſe! © Thou, even Thou, art LORD alone; Thou haſt made Heaven, the Heaven 


| 
| 
| 


3 a PIR - eons A ae 7 ev 7 PEI on, 


- 


\ 


CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE STARRY HEAVENS. 79 


notions of inviſible and immortal ob- 
jects !-— We behold the flars. Though 
every one is incomparably bigger, than 
the globe we inhabit; yet they dwindle, 
upon our ſurvey, into the moſt diminutive 
forms. Thus, we ſee by faith the glo- 
ries of the bleſſed JES Us; the atoning 
efficacy of his death; the juſtifying me- 
rit of his righteouſneſs; and the joys, 
which are reſerved for his followers. 
But alas! even our moſt exalted ideas, 
are vaſtly helbæu the truth. As much be- 
low the truth; as the report, whichour eyes 
make of thoſe celeſtial edifices, is inferior 
to their real grandeur.— Should we take in 
all the magniſying aſſiſtances, which art has 
contrived; thoſe luminous bodies, would 
elude our ſkill, and appear as /mall as 
ever. Should an . etune of earth, 
travel towards rhe cope of Heaven; and 
be carried forwards, in his aërial jonr- 
ney, more than a hundred and ſixty 
millions of miles*; even in that ad- 
vanced fituation, thoſe oceans of flame, 
would look no larger, than radiant 


ſpecks. In like manner, conceive ever ſo 


magnificently, of the Redecmer's ho- 
nours; and of the bliſs, which he has 

irchaſed for his people; yet you will 
all. ſhort; Raiſe your imagination 
bigber; ſtretch your invention wider; 
give them all the icope which a ſoaring 
and excurſive fancy can take; ſtill, your 
eonceptions will be extremely di/þropor- 


tionate, to their genuine perfections.— 


Vaſt are the bodies, which roll in the ex- 
panſe of heaven; vaſter far are thoſe 
fields of æther, through which they run 
their endleſs round: but the excellency 
of JESUS, and the happineſs laid up for 
his ſervants, are greater than ether ; than 
both; than all. An inſpired writer calls 


the former, The unſearchable riches 


of CuRISTH H;“ and ſtiles the latter, 
An exceeding great and eternal weight 
of glory. 

If thoſe ſtars, are fo many inexhau- 
ſtible magazines of fire, and immenſe re- 
ſerwvoirs of light; there is no reaſon to 
doubt, but they have ſome very grand 
uſes, ſuitable to the magnificence of 
their nature. To ſpecify, or explain, 
the particular purpoſes they anſwer; is 
altogether impoſſible, in our preſent 
ſtate of diſtance and ignorance. This, 


— 


however, we may clearly diſcern; 4 
are diſpoſed in that very manner, whic 

is molt pleafing and moſt ſerviceable to 
mankind. They are not placed at an 
znſinite remove, ſo as to lie beyond our 
ſigutz neither are they brought / ncœtr 
cur abode, as to annoy us with their 
beams. We ſee them ſhine on every 


fide, The deep azure, which ſerves _ 


them as 2 ground, heightens their ſplen- 
dar. At the fame time, their influence 
is gentle, and their rays are deſtitute of 
heat, So that we are ſurrounded with a 
multitude of fiery globes, which heautity 
and illuminate the firmament, without 
any riſque, either to the cooinefs of our 
night, or the quiet of our repoſe. Who 
can ſufficiently admire that wondrous 
benignity; which on our account, ſtrews 
the earth with bleſſings of every kind; 
and vouchſafes to make the wery bea- 
Vens, {ubſervient to our delight? 

It is not ſolely to adorn the roof of 
our palace, with coſtly gildings; that 
Gop commands the celeſtial luminaries, 
to glitter through the gloom, We alſo 
reap conſiderable benefits, from their 
miniſtry. They divide our time, and fix 
it's ſolemn periods. They ſettle the order 
of our works; and are, according 
to the deſtination mentioned in ſacred 
writ, for ſigns, and for ſeaſons; for 
© days, and for years.” The returns of 
heat and cold — would have been 
too precarious a rule. But theſe radiant 
bodies; by the variation, and alſo by 


the regularity, of their motions; afford 


a method of calculating, abſolutely cer · 
tain, and ſufficiently obvious. By this, 
the Farmer is inſtructed, when to com- 


mit his grain to the furrows, and how 


to conduct the operations of huſbandry. 


By this, the ſailor knows when to pro- 


ceed on his voyage, with leaſt peril; and 
how to carry on the buſineſs of naviga- 
tion, with moſt ſucceſs, 

Why ſhould not the Chriſtian, the 
probationer for eternity, learn from the 
ſame monitors, to uner- for nobler 


purpoſes, to number his days; and duly 


to tranſact the grand, grand affairs of 
his everlaſting ſalvation? Since Gop 
has appointed ſo many bright meaſurers 


of our time, to determine it's larger pe- 


riods, and to minute down it's grdinazy ' 


* This, incredible as it may ſeem, is not a mere ſuppoſition, but a real fact. For, 
about the twenty-firſt of December, we are above 160,000,000 of miles nearer the northern 
parts of the iky, than we were at the twenty-firſt of June. And yet, with regard to the 
ſtars ſituate in that quarter, we perecive no change in their apect᷑, not any augmentation 


af their magnitude. 
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ſtages; ſure, this moſt ſtrongly incul- 
cates it's value, and ſhould powerfully 
prompt us to zzprove it.——Behold! the 
ſupreme Lord makes the progrets of our 
TA in that moſt conſpicuous kalendar 
above. Does not ſuch an ordination 
tell us, and in the moſt emphatical lan- 
guage; That our life is given for 2½, 
not for waſte? That no portion of it 
is delivered, but under a ſtrict account; 
that all of it is entered, as it paſſes, in 
the Divine regiſter; and, therefore, that 
the ſtewards of ſuch a talent, are to ex- 
pect a future reckoning ?—Behold! the 
very heavens are bid to be the accompt- 
arts, of our years, and months, and 
days. O! may this induce us to ma- 
nage them, with a vigilant frugality; to 
arc with them, as miſers With their 
— -ded treaſure, ewartly and circum- 
ſpectly; and, if poſſible, as merchants 
with their rich commodities, not without 
an equivalent, either in perſonal improve- 
ment, or {ſocial uſefulneſs! 

How bright the ſtarry diamonds ſhine | 
The ambition of eaſtern monarchs could 
imagine no_ diſtinction, more noble and 
ſublime, than that of being likened 
to thoſe beaming orbs *.— They form 
Night's richeſt dreſs; and ſparkle upon 
her table robe, lice jewels of the fineſt 
luſtre. Like jewels !' I wrong their cha- 
rater, The lucid ſtone has no brilli- 
ancy; quer ched is the flame even of the 
golden topaz, compared wich thoſe glow- 
ing decorations of heaven. How widely 
aàre their radiant honours diffuſed! No 
nation ſo remote, but ſees their beauty, 
and rejoices in their uſetulneis. They 
have been admired by all preceding ge- 
nerations; and every riſing age, will gaze 
on their char ms, with renewed delight. 
Ho arimating, then, is that promiſe, 
| made to the faithful miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel! I hey that turn many to righte- 
* ouſneſs, thall thine as the ſtars for ever 


„und eper 7. =: Is" Nb this a molt win 
ning e SIS ragement, 'F'to eng and be 
$ ſpent,” in the fervice of fouls? Me- 


thinks, the ars 3 28 they twin- 
Kle, Methink „ they ſhew me their 
lplendors, on pm ovpoſe "to inſpire me with 
alacrit,, in the race tet before me; on 

Par] om: to enliven my un, in the 


* Numb. XXIV. 17. 


Dan. vill. 10. 
1 peak in conformity to the appearance of the obj ct. 


work that is given me to do.— Ves, ye 
majeſtic monitors, I underſtand your 
meaning, If honour has any charms ; 


it true glory, the glory which cometh 


from GoD, is any attractive; you dif- 
play the moſt powerful incitements, to 
exercile all aſſiduity in my holy vocation. 
I will, henceforth, obſerve your intima- 
tion; and, when zeal becomes languid, 
have recourſe to your heavenly lamps. 
If ſo be, I may rekindle it's ardor, at 
thoſe inextinguiſhable fires. 

Of the polar itar, it is obſervable; that 
while other luminaries alter their ütua- 
tion, this ſeems invariably fixed J. 
While other luminaries, now, mount 
the battlements of heaven, and appear 
upon duty; now, retire beneath the ho- 
rizon, and reſign to a treſhr ſet, the 
watches of the night; this never departs 
from it's ſtation, This, in every fea- 
fon, maintains an uniform poſition; and 
is always to be found, in the fame tract 
of the northern ſky. How often has 
this beamed bright intelligence on the 
ſailor; and conducted the keel, to it's 
deſired haven! In early ages, thoſe, 
who went down to the ſea in ſhips, and 
occupied their bufineſs in great waters, 
had ſcarce any other ſure guide for their 


wandering veſſel. This therefore they 


viewed, with the mott ſolicitous atten- 


tion. Ey this, they formed their obler- 
vations, and regulated their voyage. 
When this was obſcured by clouds, or 
inveloped in miſts; the trembling mari- 
ner was bewildered, on the wate: y waſte. 
His thoughts fluctuated, as much as the 


floating ſurge; and he knew not, aubere 


he was advanced, or Wwhith er he ſhould 
ſteer. But, W this aufe lous: ſtar 
broke through the gloom; it diſſipated 
the anxiety of his mind, and cleared up 
his. dubious paſſage. He re- aſſumed, 
with alacrity, the management -of the 
helm; and was able to ſhape his courſe, 
with {ome tolerable degree of latisfaction 
and certainty. 

Such, only much clearer in it's 
light, and much ſurer in it's direction, 
is the boly word of GOD, to thole my- 
riads ot intellectual beings, Who are 
bound for the eternal ſnores. Who, em- 


barked in à vetlc] of ſeeble fleſn, are to 


+ Dan. xll. 3. 
For, t}: ough this remarka- 


ble ſtar.zeyolves round the pole, it s motion is fo ſlau. and the circle it deicribes ſo Jmail; 


as fender both rhe evolution ang change oi liluai.on, hard * percelv able: 
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pals the waves of this tempeſtuous and 
perilous world. In all difficultzes, thoſe 


| ſacred pages ſhed an encouraging ray 
in all Ancertaiuties, they ſuggeſt the right 


determination, and point out the proper 
procedure. What is ſtill a more ineſti- 
mable advantage; they, like the ſtar 
which conducted the eaſtern ſages, make 
plain the way of acceſs to a Redeemer. 
They difplay his - unſpeakable merits z 
they diſcover the method of being inte- 
reſted in Hs great atonement; and lead 
the weary ſoul, % by troubles, and 
ſhattered by temptations, to that only 
harbour of peaceful repoſe.—Let us, 
therefore, attend to this unerring direc- 
tory, with the ſame conſtancy of regard, 
as the ſca-faring man obſerves his com- 
paſs, Let us become as thoroughly ac- 
quainted with this ſacred chart, as the 
Pilot is with every truſty mark, that 
gives notice of a Jurking rock; and with 
every open road, that yields a fafe paſ- 
ſage into the port. Above all, let us 
commit ourſelves to this infallible guid - 
ance, with the ſame implicit refignation ; 
let us conform our conduct to it's ex- 
alted precepts, with the ſame ſedulous 
care; as the children of Iſrael, when 
ſojourning in the trackleſs defart, fol- 
lowed the pilfar of fire, and the motions 
pf the miraculous cloud.—So, will it 
introduce us, not. into an earthly Ca- 
naan, flowing with milk and honey; 


but into an z2mortal paradiſe, where is 


the fulneſs of joy, and where are plea- 
ſures for evermore. It will introduce us 
into thoſe happy, happy regions, where 
our ſun ſhall nos more go doxun, nor our 
991 withdraw itſelf; for the LORD 
ſhall be our everlaſting light, and the days 
of our mourning, together with the ta- 
tigues of our pilgrimage, hall be ended“. 


I perceive a great variety, in the ſize 


and ſplendor of thoſe gems of heaven. 
Some, are of the firſt magnitude; others, 
of an inferior order. Some gloww, with 
intenſe flames; others glimmer, with 
fainter hears. Vet, all are beautiful; 


all have their peculiar luſtre, and dif- 


tinct uſe; all tend, in their different de- 
greez, to enamel the cope of heaven, 


and embroider the robe of night.— This 
circumſtance is remarked by an author, 
whoſe ſentiments are a ſource of wiſdom, 
and the very ſtandard ef truth. One 
«© ftar,* ſays the apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
* differeth from another ftar in glory: fo 
* alfo is the reſurreCtion of the dead. 

In the world above, are various . 
grees of happineſs, various ſeats of ho- 
nour. Some will riſe to more illuſtri- 
ous diſtinctions, and richer joys F. 
Some, like veſſels of ample capacity, 
will admit more copious acceſſions of 
light and excellence. Yet, there wall 
be no want, no deficiency, in any; but 
a fulneſs both of divine ſatisfactions, 
and perſonal perfections. Each will en- 
joy ali the good; and be adorned with a. 
the glory ; that his heart can wiſh, or 
his condition receive.—Neone will know 
what itis toenvy. Not the lealt malevo- 
lence, nor the leaſt ſelfiſnneſs, but ever- 
laſting friendſhip prevails, and amutual 
complacency 1n each other's delight. 
Love, cordial love, will give every par- 
ticular faint, a participation of all the 
fruitions |; which are diffuſed through 
the whole aſſembly of the bleſſed. No 
one eclipſæs, but each reflects ligbt upon 
his brother. A ſweet interchange of 
rays ſubſiſts; all enlightened by the great 
Fountain, and all enlightening one ano- 
ther. By which reciprocal communica- 
tion of pleaſure and amity, each will be 
continually receiving from, each inceſ- 
ſantly adding to, the general felicity. 

Happy, ſupremely happy they, who 
are admitted into the celeſtial manſions. 
Better to be a door-keeper in thoſe, ivo- 
ry palaces i, than tofill the molt gor- 
geous throne on earth. The very loweft 
place at Gop's right-hand, is dittin. 
guiſhed honour, and confummate bliſs, 
—O! that we may, in {ome meaſure, 
anticipate that beatific ſtate, while we 
remain in our baniſhment below! May 
we, by rejoicing in the ſuperior proſpe- 
rity of another, make it o own! And, 
menos the general reſult is harmony, 

e content, be pleated, with whatſoever 
part is aſſigned to our ſhare, in the uni» 
verſa] choir of affairs. 


Ia. Iz. 20. 
＋ 1 Cor. xv. 41, 42. The great Mr. N ede pref-rs the ſenſe here given; and the learned 
Dr. Hammond admits it, into his paraphraſe. Whole joint authority, though far from 
pxcluding any other, yet is a ſufficient warract for 76s application of the words. | 
1 Tolle inwidiam, et tuum eft quod babes: tolle invidiam, ot meum t qued babes. 


fel. xlv. 2, 
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While I am conſidering the heavenly 
bodies, I mult not intirely forget thote 
fundamental laws of our modern aſtro- 
nomy, projection and attraction. One 
of which is the all-comhinins cement, 
the other is the ever-operative ſpring, of 
the mighty frame.—][n the beginning, 
the all- creating F14T impreſſed a proper 
degree of motion, on cach of thoſe whirl- 
ing orbs. Which, if not controuled, 
would have carried them on, in flraight 
Enes, and to endleſs lengths; till they 
vere even loft, in the abyis of ſpace. 
But, the grawvitating property, bein 
added to the Pprojectile force, . 
their courſes to a circulanò form; and 
obliged the reluctant rovers, to perform 


their deſtined rounds.— Were either of 


thoſe cauſes to iuſpend their action, all 
the harmoniouſly moving ſpheres would 
be diſconcerted. Would degenerate 
into fÞ:ggifht inactive maſſes; and fall- 
ing into the central fire, be burut to 
aſhes. Or elſe, would exorbitate into 
wild confuſion; and each, by the rapi- 
city of it's whir!, be d/patcdinto atoms. 
But, the impulſive and attractiveenergy, 
being molt nicely attempered to each 
ether; and, under the immediate ope- 
ration of the Almighty, exerting them- 
ſelves in perpeiual concert; the various 
globes run their radiant races, without 
the lenſt interruption or the leaſt devia- 
tion. So as to create the alternate changes 
af day and igbt; and diſtribute the uſeſul 
viciifitudes of ſuccetiling ſeaſons. So as 
to anſwer all the greatends of a gracious. 
Providence; and procure every comfort- 
able convenience, for vniverſal nature. 

Does not this conſtitution of the ma- 
terial, very naturally lead the thoughts, 
io thoſe grand principles of the moral 
and devotional world, faith and lobe? 
— Theſe are often celebrated by the in- 
Jpired apoſtle, as a comprehenſive ſum- 


. * * 
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+ Col. i. 4. Philem ver. 5. 


mary of che Goſpelſ. Theſe inſpirit the 
breaſt, and regulate the progreſs, of cach 
private Chriſtian. Theſe unite the whole 
congregation of the faithful to Gop, 
and one another. 'To Gop, the great 
centre, in the bonds of gratitude and 
devotion ; to one another, by a recipro- 
cal intercourſe of brotherly affections, 
and friendly offices. you atk; Why 
is it impoſſible for the true believer, to 
live atalladventures? to flagnate in ſloth, 
or habitually to deviate from duty ?— 
We aniwer; It is owing to © his faith, 
working by love. He aſſuredly uuſts, 
that CARISsT has ſuſtained the infamy, 
and endured the torment, due to his ſins. 
He firmly relies on that divine pro- 
pitiation, for the pardon of all his guilt; 
and humbly expects everlaſting ſalva- 
tion, as the purchaſe of his Saviour's 
merits. This produces ſuch a ſpirit of 
gratitude, as rennes his inclinations, 
and animates his whole behaviour. He 
cannot, he cannot run to exceſs of 
riot; becauſe love to his adorable Re- 
decrner, like a ſtrong, but ſilken curd, 
ſweetly feſtrains him. He cannot, he 
cannot lie lalled in a lethargic indolence 
becaute love to the fame infinite Bene- 
factor, like a pungent, but endearing 
ſpur, ple 2ingly excites him.—Inaword; 
laith iuppLes the powerful impulſe, 
while love gives the determining bias; 
and leads the willing feet, through the 
whole circle of GOD's commandments. 
By the united efficacy of theſe Heavenly 
graces, the Chriſtian conduct is preſerved, 
in the uniformity and beauty of holineſs; 
as by the blended power of thoſe New- 
tonianp:wciples, the ſolar ſyſtem revolves, 
in a ſteady and magnificent regularity. 
How adrairable, how extenſive, how 
diverſified, is the force of this ſingle 
principle, attract iam This penetrates 


the very eſſence of all bodies, and dif- 


*I am aware, the planetary orbits are not ſtrictly circular, but rather e/{iprticaf, How. 
ever, as they are but a ſmail remove from the perfect round figure; and partake of it in- 
comparably more, than the trajectories of the comets : I chooſe to repreſent the thing in 
this view, Elpecially, becauſe the notion of a circle, is fo much more intelligible to the 
genera/itveof readers. than thet of an eliipfis; and becauſe I laid it down for a rule, not 
to 46mit any fuch abftr ſe ſentiment or difficult expreſſion, as ſhould demand a painful at- 
t-ntion, inſtead of reifing an agreeable idea. 
terms; have taken no notice of Jupiter's ſatellites, or Saturn's ring; have not ſo much as 
mentioned the names ef the planets, nor attempted to wade into any depths of the ſcience, 
Leſt tot hoſe who have no opportunity of uſing the teleſecpe, or of acquainting them- 
ſetves with: a ſyſtem ot aſtranomy, 1 thould propound riddles, rather than difplay entriainmg 


For which reason, I have avoided technical 


1 Gal. v. 6. 


j! 1 mean the attraction both of grawitusien and cebeßon. , 


. fuſey 


n 


l 
| 
| 
| 
N 
* 


CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE STARRY HRAVENS, 83 


fuſes itſelf to the remoteſt limits of the 
mundane ſyſtem.— By this, the worlds 
impreſſed with motion, hang /c{f-balanc- 
2 on their centres“; and, though orbs 
of immenſe magnitude, require nothing, 
but this amazing property, tor their fap- 
port. To this we atcribe a phæuome- 
non, of a very different kind, the pre 
of the atmoſphere, V hich, though a 
yielding and expanſiwe fluid; yet con- 
fipated by an attractive energy ; {ur- 
rounds the whole globe, and incloſes 
every creature, as it were with a tight 
bandage, . An ex; client this, abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to preſerve the texture of 
Sur bodies; and indeed, to maintain 
every ſpecies of animal ex!tence. At- 
traction! Urged by this wonderful im- 
petus, the r71UES circulate, copious and 
unintermitted, among all the nations of 
the earth: ſweeping with rapidity down 
the ſteeps, or ſoftly ebbing through the 
plains. Impelled by the ſame myſte- 
nous force, the nutricious juices are de- 
tached from the ſoil; and, atcending the 
trees, find their way through millions 
of the fineſt meanders, in order to trauſ- 
fule vegetable life into all the branches. 
This confines the ocean, within nroper 


bounds. Though the waves tiercof 
roar; though they toſs themicives, with 


all the madneſs of indignant rage; yet, 
checked by this potent, this inevitable 
curb, they are unable to paſs even the 
flight barrier of fand. To this the 
mountains owe that unſhaken firmneſs, 
which laughs at the ſhock of earecring 
winds ; and bids the tempælt, with al 
it's mingled horrors, impotently rave. 


— By victue of this inviſible mechaniſin; 


without the aid of crane or puiley, or any 


inſtrument of human device; many thou- 


{and tons of water are ra'jed, every mo- 
ment, into the regions of the firmament. 
By this, they continue /tſpended in thin 
air, without any capacious ciſtern, to 
contain their ſubſtance; or any maſſy 
pillars, to {ſtain their weight. By this 
fame variouſly acting power, they return 
to the place of their native reſidence; di- 
Hilled in gentle falls of dew, or precip:- 
tated in impetuous ſhowers of lain. 
They Aide into the fields in fleecy flights 

of jnow, or are darted upon the houles 


the agency of the HOLY GHOS 


in clattering ſtorms of hail.— This or- 
caſions the ſtrong cohe/ion of ſolid bodies. 
Without which, our large machines could 
exert themſelves with no vigour; and 
Ve nicer utenſils of life, would clude our 
expectations of ſervice. This affords a 
toundation, for all thoſe delicate or noble 
mechanic arts; which'furniſh mankind 
with numberleſs conveniencics, both of 
ornament and delight.—In ſhort ; this 
is the prodigious ballaft, which compaits 
the equilibrium, and conſtitutes the ſta- 
bility of things: this, the great chain, 
which forms the connections of univer - 
ſal nature; and the mighty engine, which 
prompts, facilitates, and, in good mea- 
jure, accompliſhes all her operations. 
What compuicaeted effects, Cock a Angle 
cautef! What proiufion, amidſt fruga- 
lity! An unknown protuſion of benefits, 
with the utmoſt frugality of expence! 
And what is thus attraction? Is it 2 
quality, in it's exittence, inſeparable 
rom matter; and, in it's acting, inde- 
pendent on the DEITY !—Quite the 
reverſe. It is the very finger of Gon: 
the conſtant impreſſion of Divine Power: 
a principle, neither innate in matter, nor 
intelligible by mortals.— Does it not, 
however, bear a conſtderable analogy to 
* in 
the Chriſtian ceconomy? Are not the 
gracious operations of the bleſſed Spirit, 
thus exten/ive, thus admirable, thus wn- 
ri9us 7— That almighty Being tranſmits 
his gifts, through every age; and conr- 
municates his graces, to every adherent 
on the Redeemer. All, either of iiuſ- 
trious memory, or of beneficial tendency ; 
in a word, © all the good that is done 
upon earth, he doeth it himſelf. Strong 
in Vis aid, and inthe power of his might, 
the ſaints of all times, have trode vice 
under their feet; have triumphed over 
this abject world; and converlied in hea- 
ven, while they dwelt on earth. Not I, 
© but the grace of GOD which was with 
me, is the unanimous acknowleds- 
ment of them all.—By the tame kindly 
fuccours, the whole church is ſtill en- 
lightened, quickened, and governed. 
Through his benign influences, the ſcales 
of ignorauce, fall from the underſtand- 
jug; the leproſy of evi concupiſcence, 


Ponderibus librata ſuis. 


+ See another remakable inſtance of this kind, in the Refl:@jms en a Flower Garden, 
Page 75. — together with a fine obſervation, quoted in the corielpouding note. 


1 2 Cor. xv. 19, 
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is purged from the will; and the fetters, 
the more than adamantine fetters of ha- 
bitual iniquity, drop off from the con- 
verſation. He breathes even upon dry 
bones “, and they live: they are ani- 
mated with faith; they pant with ardent 
and heavenly defire; they exerciſe them- 
ſelves in all the duties of godlineſs.— 
His real, though ſecret, inſpiration, diſ- 
ſolves the flint in the impenitent breaſt; 
and binds up the ſorrows, of the broken 
heart. Raiſes the thoughts high, in the 
elevations of holy hope; yet lays them 
low, in the humiliations of inward abaſe- 
ment. Steels the foul with impenetrable 
reſolution, and perſevering fortitude; at 
the ſame time, /oftens it into a dove-like 
meekneſs, and zelts it in penitential ſor- 
row. 

When I contemplate thoſe ample and 
magnificent ſtructures, erected over all 
the æthereal plains :—when IT look upon 
them as ſo many ſplendid repoſitories of 
ght, or fruitful abodes of life: —when 
I remember, that there may be other 
orbs, vaſtly more remote than thoſe 
which appear to our unaided fight; orbs, 
whoſe * though travelling ever 
ſince the creation, is not yet arrived up- 
en our coaits T: —when I ſtretch my 
thoughts to the innumerable orders of 


being, which inhabit all thoſe ſpacious 
ſyſtems; from the /ofizeft ſeraph, to the 
lowelt reptile ; from the armies of angels, 
which ſurround the throne of JEHovan; 
to the puny nattons, Which tinge with 
blue the ſurface of the plum I, or mantle 
the ſtanding pool with green: How va- 
rious appear the links, in this immenſe 
chain ! How vaſt the gradations in this 
univerſal ſcale of exiſtence! Yet all theſe, 
though ever ſo vaſt and various, are the 
do of Gop's hand, and are full of hi 
preſence. | | 
He rounded in his palm thoſe dread- 
fully large globes, which are pendulous 
in the vault of heaven, He kindled thoſe 
aſtoniſhingly bright fires, which fill the 
firmament with a flcod of glory, By 
him they are ſuſpended in fuid ether, 
and cannot be ſhaken : by hun they diſ- 
penſe a perpetual tide of beams, and ara 
never exhauſted, He formed, with in- 
expreſſible nicety, that delicately fine 
collection of tubes; that unknown mul- 
tiplicity of ſubtile ſprings; which orga- 
nize, and actuate, the frame of the mi- 
nuteſt inſect. He bids the crimſon cur- 
rent roll; the vital movements play; and 
aſſociates a world of wonders, even in an 
animated point \|,—In all theſe is a ſig- 
nal exhibition of creating power; to all 
theſe, 


See that beautiful piece of ſacred and allegorical imagery diſplayed, Fel. xxxvii. 


+ If this conjecture (which has no leſs a perſon than the celebrated Mr. Huygens fot 
it's author) concerning unſeen Bars, be true If, to this obſervation, be added, what is af- 
firmed by our ſkilful aſtronomers 3 that the motion of the rays of light is 1v ſurprifing/y 
fwift, as to paſs through ten millions of miles in a ſingle minute How vaſt! beyond ima- 
gination vaſt and unmeaſurable, are the ſpaces of the univerſe — While the mind is di- 
Kended with the grand idea; or rather, while ſhe is diſpatching her ableſt powers of piercing 
judgment, and excurſive fancy ; and finds them all drop ſbcrt; all bailed by the ainaz ag 
ſubject: permit me to apply that fpirited exclamation and noble remark — 


Say, proud arch, 

Built with divine ambition; in diſdain 

Of limit built; built in the taſte of heav'n! 

Vaſt concaye! ample dome! Waſt thou defign'd 

A meet apartment for the DR ITTF? 

Not fo: that thought alone thy ſtate impairs: 5 
Thy /ofty finks; and ſhallows thy profound; | | 

And ftreightens thy diffufur,— NronTt-TrovenTs, NeIx, 


1 Ev*n the bJue down the purple plum ſurronnds, 
A living vorld, thy failing fight confounds. 
To Him a peopled habitation ſhews, 

Where millions taſte the bounty Gos beſtows. 


See a beautiful and inf tuffive poem, filed=—Dz1T+, . 
There are living creatures, abundantly ſmaller than the mite, Mr. Bradley, in his 


| treatiſe on gardening, mentions an inſect, which, after aceurate examination, he found to be 


7 thouſand times /eſs than the leaft viſible grain of fand. Yet ſuch an inſect, though quite 
imperceptible to the naked eye, is an elephant, is a whale, compared with other ani- 


malcules almoſt infinitely more minute, difcovered by Mr Lewenboek,—if we confider the 


fcveral 


% 


theſe, are extended the ſpecial regards of 
preſerving goodneſs. From hence, let 
me learn to rely on the providence, and 
to revere the preſence, of the ſupreme Ma- 
jeſty. 

To rely on his providence.— For, 
amidſt that inconceivable number and 
varicty of beings, which ſwarm through 
the regions of creation, not one is over- 
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whom He has delivered his bcloved Son 
to death, and for whom He has prepared 
habitatious of eternal joy. They difie- 
garded! No. THEY are Kept as the apple 
of an eye.“ The very hairs of their hend 
are ali numbered. The fondeſt mother 
may Forget the infant, that is * dandled 
upon her knees,* and fucks at her 
breaſt“; much fooner than the Father 


looked, not one is neglected, by the of everiaſting compaſſions can d:i/coxtinie 
great omnipotent Cauſe of all. How- or ret, his watchful tenderneſs to his 
ever inconſiderable in it's character, or people—his children—his heirs. 

diminutive in it's ſize, it is ſtill the pro- Let this teach me alſo a more lively 
duction of the univerſal Maker, and be- ſenſe of the Divine Preſence, —All the 
Jongs to the family of the Almighty Fa- rolling worlds above; all the living 
ther. — What though enthroned arch- atoms below; together with all the be- 
angels, enjoy the fmierof his countenance! ings that intervene, betwixt theſe wide 
Yet, the low inhabitants of earth, the extremes; are vouchers for an ever- pre- 
moſt deſpicable worms of the ground, ſent Deity. © Gop has not left himſelf 
are not excluded from his prowvidentzal without witneſs.“ The marks of his 
care. Though the manifeſtation of footſteps are evident in every place, aud 
his perfections, is vouchſafed to holy the touches of his finger diſtinguiſhable 
and intellectual eſſences; his ear is open in every creature. Thy name is jo 
to the cries of the young raven. His ig, O thou all- ſupporting, all-in- 
eye is attentive, to the wants, and to * forming LoRD! and that do thy au 
the welfare, of the very meaneſt births of © drous wworxs declare+. Thy goodneſs 
nature, How much leſs then, are his © warms in the morning ſun, and re- 


own people diſregarded? Thoſe, for * freihes in the evening breeze. Thy 


* 


ſeveral limbs, which compoſe ſuch an organized particle: the different muſcles, which 
actuate ſuch a ſet of limbs: the flow of ſpirits, incomparably more attennated, which put 
thoſe muſcies in motion: the various fluids, which circulate : the different ſecretions, 
which are performed: together with the peculiar minuteneſs of the ſolids, before they ar- 
rive at their full growth: not to mention other more af ,niſhing modes of diminution :— 
ſure, we ſhall have the utmoſt reaſon to acknowledge. that the adored Maker is—M a x1- 
MUS IN MINIMIS; greatly glorious even in his ſmalkſt works, 


* Iſa, xlix. 15. Can a woman forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not have com- 

c paſſion on the ſon of her womb? Vea, they may forget; yet will | not forget thee.“ How de- 

| licate and expreſſive are the images, in this charming Scripture! How full of bet, if 
beheld in a critical, how rich with cenſolation, if conſidered in a believing, view !—Can a 
woman? One of the ſofter ſex ; whole nature is moſt impreſſible, and whoſe paſſions are 
remarkably tender Can ſuch a one, not barely diſregard, but intirely forget; not luſpend 
her care for a while, but utterly eraſe the very memory—of her chi; her own child, not 
another's; a child, that was formed in her 2vsmb, and is a part of herſelf ?—Her ſon ; the 
more important, and therefore more deſirable ſpecies; to whom it peculiarly belongs, to 
preſerve the name, and build up the family—Her only fon ; for the word is fingular ; and 
refers to a caſe, where the offspring, not being numerous, but centred in a ſingle birth, 
muſt be productive of the fondeſt endearment.-Cza ſhe diveſt herſelf of all concern for 
ſuch achild; not when he is grown up to maturity, or gone abroad from her houſe; but 
while he continues in an infantile ſtate, and muſt owe his whole ſafery to her kind attend 
ance; while he lies in her boſom, reſts on her arm, and even ſuks at her breait ?—Eſpeci- 
ally, if the poor innocent be racked with pain, or ſeized by torae ſevere affliction; and ſo 
become an object of compaſſion, as well as of love. Can ſhe rar it's piercing cries; can 


ſhe ſee it all reſtleſs, all helpleſs under it's miſery ; and feel no emotions of parental pity ? 


— If one ſuch monſter of inhumanity might be found; could a {here the prophet, to give 
his comparifon the utmoſt energy, changes the ſingular number into the plaral, Ir is 
not e 22, or NR 22, but 138 53) could all mothers beſo degenerate? This, ſure, cannot 
be ſuſpeRed, need not be feared, Much leſs need the true believer be apprehenſive of the 
failure of my kindneſs. An univerſal extinQion of thoſe Hej alt. tions of nature, is 
a more ſuppoſeable caſe ; than that I ſhould ever be unmindful of my people, or regards leſs 


of their intereſts, | 
| + Pfalm lxxv. 2. 


2 C glory 
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glory ſhines in the lamps of midnight, 
© and ſmiles in the bloſſoms of ſpring. 
© We ſee a trace of thy incomprehenſible 
© grandeur, in the boundleſs extent ot 
things; and a fetch of thy exquiſite 
© ſkill, in thoſe almoſt evareſcent ſparks 
© of life, the inſect race. How * 15 
is this heart of mine, that, amidſt ſuch a 
multitude of remembrancers, thronging 
on every fide, I ſhould forget Thee a 
ſingle mament! Grant me, 'Thou great 
I AM; Thou ſource, and ſupport, of 
univerſal exiftence—O! grant me an en- 
lightened eye, to diſcern Thee in every 
object; and a devout heart, to adore 
Thee on every occaſion. Inſtead of liv- 
mg without Gop in the world ; may I 
be ever with Him, and ſee all things full 
of Him! 9 
Ihe glit'ring ſtars, 
By the dèep ear of Meditation heard, 
Stiilin their midnight watches ſing of HIM. 
He nods a calm. The tempeſt blows his 
wrath. 
The thunder is his voice; and the red flaſh 
His ſpeedy ſword of juſtice, At his touch 
The mountains flame. He ſhakes the ſolid 
earth, 
And rocks the nations. Nor in theſealone, 
In ev'ry common inflance GOD is ſeen, 
THOMSON'S Spring. 


Tf the beautiful. ſpangles, which a 
clear night pours on the beholder's eye: 
if thoſe other fires, which beam in re. 
moter ſkies ; and are diſcoverable only 
by, that revelation to the ſight, the te- 
leſcope: if all thoſe bright millions, are 
ſo many fountains of day; enriched with 
native and independent luſtre; illumi— 
nating planets, and enlivening ſyſtems of 
their own *:. what pomp, how majeſtic 
and ſplendid, is diſcloſed in the midnight 
ſcene! What riches are diſſeminated, 


through all thoſe numberleſs provinces of 
the great JEHOVAH's empire!—Gran- 
deur beyond expreſſion? —Yet, there is 
not the meaneſt ſlave, but carries greater 
wealth in his own boſom, poſſeſſes ſupe- 
rior dignity in his own perſon. The 
foul, that informs his clayz—the ſoul, 
that teaches him to think, and enables 
him to chooſe; that qualifies him to re- 
liſn rational pleaſure, and to breathe 
ſublime defire+;—the ſoul, that is en- 
dowed with ſuch noble faculties ;z and, 
above all, is diſtinguiſhed with the dread- 
ful, the glorious capacity, of being pained, 
or bleſſed, for ever—this ſoul ſurpaſſes 
in worth, whatever the eye can ſee; what- 
ever, of material, the fancy can imagine. 
Before one ſuch intellectual being, all 
the treaſure, and all the magnificence of 
unintelligent creation, becomes poor and 
contemptiblef. For this foul, Omnipo- 
tence itſelf has waked, and worked 
through every age. To convince this 
ſoul, the fundamental laws of nature 
have been, controuled; and the moſt 
amazing miracles, have alarmed all the 
ends of the earth. To —_—_ this ſoul, 
the wiſdom of Heaven has been tranſ- 
fuſed into the ſacred page; and miſſiona- 
ries have been ſent from the great King, 
who reſides in light unapproachable. 
To ſanctiſy this foul, the almighty Com- 
forter takes the wings of a dove; and, 
with a ſweet transforming influence, 
broods on the human heart. And O 
to redeem this ſoul from guilt; to reſcue 
it from hell; the Heaven of heavens was 
bowed, and Gop himſelf came down 
to dwell in duſt. 

Let me pauſe, a while, upon t'us im- 
portant ſubject.— What are the ſchemes, 
which engage the attention of eminent 
ſtateſmen, and mighty monarchs, com- 


* Conſult with Reaſon, Reaſon will reply, 

Each lucid point, which glows in yonder ſky, 
Informs a em in the boundleſs ſpace, 
And fiils, with glory, it's appointed place: 
With beams unborrow'd, brightens other ſkies; 


And worlds, to thee unknown, with heat and life ſupplies, 
| Tbe Univerſe. 


+ In bis reſpect, as veſted with ſuch capacities, the ſoul. even of fallen men, has an 
unqueſtionable greatneſs and dignity; is majeſtic, though in ruin. N 
1 I beg leave to tranſcribe a pertinent paſſage, from that celebrated maſter of reaſon, and 
univerſal literature, Dr. Bentley; whom no one can be tempted to ſuſpeR, either tinctured 
with enthuſiaſm, or warped to bigotry.— If we conſider,” ſays he, the dignity of an in- 
* telligent being, and put that in the ſcale againſt brute and inanimate matter, we may af- 
fim, without over-valuing human nature, that the ſoul of one virtuous and religious man 
« 15 of greater worth and excellency, than the ſun, aud bis planets, and all the ſtars in the 


© world.“ Sce bis Sermins at Boyle's. Lett. Ne 8. 
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pared with the grand intereſts of an im- 
mortal ſoul ? The ſupport of commerce, 
and the ſucceſs of armies, though ex- 
tremely weighty affairs; yet, if laid in 
the balance againſt the ſalvation of a 
foul, are lighter than the downy feather, 
poiſed againſt talents of gold. 'To fave 
a navy from ſhipwreck, or a kingdom 
from ſlavery, are deliverances of the moſt 
momentous nature, which the tranſac- 
tions of mortality can admit, ButO! 
how they ſhrink into an inconſiderable 
trifle, if (their aſpect upon immortality 
forgot) they are ſet in competition with 
the delivery of a ſingle ſoul, from the an- 


guiſh and horrors of a diſtreſſed eterniiy ?“ 


Is ſuch the importance of the ſoul! 


What vigilance then can be foo much; 


or rather what holy ſolicitude can be 


ſufficient; for the overſeers of the Savi- 
our's. flock, and the guardians of this 


great, this venerable, this invaluable 
charge?—Since, ſuch is the importance 


of the ſoul; wilt thou not, O man, be 


watchful for the preſervation of thy own? 
Shall every caſual incident, awaken thy 
concern; every tranſitory toy, command 
thy regard? And ſhall the welfare of 
thy ſoul, a work of continual occurrence; 
a work of endleſs conſequence; ſue in 
vain, for thy ſerious care?—Thy ſoul, 
thy ſoul, is thy all. If this be ſecured, 
thou art greatly rich, and wilt be un- 
ſpeakably happy. If this be 4%, a whole 
world acquired, will leave thee in Ae, 
ty; and all it's delights enjoyed, will 


abandon thee to miſery. 


I have often been charmed, and awed 


at the 5 of the nocturnal heavens; 


even before I knew how to conſider 
them, in their proper circumſtances of 
majeſty and beauty. Something, like 
magic, has ſtrack my mind, on a tran- 
ſient and unthinking ſurvey of the æthe- 
rial vault; tinged throughout with the 
pureſt azure, and decorated with innu- 


merable ftarry lamps. LI have felt, I 
know not what, powerful and aggran- 


dizing impulſe; which ſeemed to ſnatch 
me * the low intanglements of va- 
nity, and prompted an ardent ſigh for 


ſublimer objects. Methought, I heard, 


even from the ſilent ſpheres, a command- 
ing call, to ſpurn the abject earth, and 
pant after unſeen delights.—Hencefor- 
ward, J hope to imbibe more copiouſly, 


this moral emanation of the ſkies; when, 
in ſome ſuch manner as the preceding, 
they are rationally ſeen, and the ſight is 
3 improved. The ſtars, I truſt, 
will teach as well as ſbine; and help to 
diſpel both nature's gloom, and my in- 
tellectual darkneſs. To ſome people, 
they diſcharge no better a ſervice, than 
that of holding a flambeau to their feet, 
and ſoftening the horrors of their night. 
To me, and my friends, may they a& 
as miniſters of a ſuperior order; as coun- 
ſellors of wiſdom, and guides to happi- 
neſs! Nor will they fail to execute this 
nobler office, if they gently light our 
way, into the knowledge of their adored 
Maker; if they point out, with their 
ſilver rays, our path to his beatific pre- 
ſence. | | 

I gaze, I ponder. I ponder, I gaze; 
and think ineffable things.-T roll an 
eye of awe and admiration. Again and 
again I repeat my raviſhed views; and 
can never ſatiate either my. curioſity, or 
my inquiry. I ſpring my thoughts into 
this immenſe held, till even Fancy tires 
upon her wing. I find wonders, ever 
new ; wonders, more and more amazing. 
Vet, after all my preſent inquiries, 
what a mere nothing do I know; by all 
my future ſearches, how little ſhall I be 
able to learn; of thoſe vaſtly diſtant ſuns, 
and their circling retinue of worlds! 
Could I pry with Newton's piercing ſa- 
gacity, or launch into his extenſive ſur- 
veys: even then, my apprehenſions would 
be little better, than thoſe dim and ſcanty 
images, which the ole, jult emerged 
from her cavern, receives on her feeble 
optic, —This, ſure, ſhould repreſs all im- 
patient or immoderate ardor to pry into 
the ſecrets of the ſtarry ſtructures; and 
make me more particularly careful, to 
cultivate my heart. To fathom the 
depths of the Divine eſſence; or to ſcan 
univerſal nature, with a critical exact- 
neſs; is an attempt, which ſets the acutef 
Pbilgſopher, very nearly on a level with 
the idiot. Since it is almoſt, if not alto- 
gether, as impracticable by the former, 
as by the latter. 

Be it, then, my chief ſtudy, not to 
purſue; what is abſolutely unattainable; 
but rather to ſeek, what is obvious to 
find; eaſy to be acquired; and of in- 
eſtimable advantage, when poſleſſed, 


S Not all yon luminaries quench'd at once 
Were half ſo ſad, as one benighted mind, 
Which gropes for happineſs, and meets deſpair. 
| Night Thoughts, Ne IX, 


2 C 2 O! let 
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| O! let me ſeek that charity, which edi- 


fieth*; that faith, which purifieth.— 
Love, humble love, not conceited ſcience, 
keeps the door of heaven. Faith, a child- 
like faith in Jes Us ; not the haughty ſelf- 
ſufficient ſpirit, which ſcorns to be ig- 
norant of any thing; preſents a key F 
to thoſe abodes of bliſs.—This preſent 
ſtate, is the ſcene deſtined to the exerci/? 
of devotion; the inviſihle world, is the 
place appointed for the exjoymment of know - 
ledge. There, the dawn of our infantile 


minds, will be advanced to the maturity 


of perfect day; or rather, there our mid- 
night ſhades, will be brightened into all 
the luſtre of noon. There, the ſouls 
which come from the ſchool of faith, and 
bring with them the principles of love, 
will dwell in light itſelf; will be ob- 
ſcured with no darkneſs at all; will 


know, even as they are known . — Such 


an acquaintance, therefore, do I deſire 
to form, and to carry on ſuch a corre- 
ſpondence, with the heavenly bodies; as 
may ſhed a benign influence on the ſceds 
of grace, implanted in my breaſt. Let 
the exalted tracts of the firmament, fink 
my ſoul into deep humiligtiun. Let thoſe 
eternal fires, kindle in my heart an ador- 
ing gratitnde, to their almighty Sove- 
reign, Let vonder ponderous and enor- 


mous globes, which reſt on his ſupport- 


ing arm; tcach me an unſhaken aſfiance, 
in their incarnate Maker. Then ſhall I 
be if not wiſe as the aſtronomical adept, 
yet WISE UNTO SALVATION, 

- Having now walked and worthipped, 


in this wniver/al temple, that is arched 


with ſkies; emblazed with ſtars; and 
extended even to immenſity—Having 
caſt an eye, like theinraptured patriarch || ; 
an eye of reaſon and dewotion, through 
tue magnificent ſcene. With the former, 
having diſcovered an infinitude of worlds; 


and with the latter, having met the Deity 
in every view-—Having beheld, as Moſes 
in the flaming buſh, a glimpſe of IE Ho- 
VAH's excellencies! reflected from the 
ſeveral planets, and ſtreaming from my- 
riads x celeſtial luminaries Having read 
various leſſons, in that ſtupendous book 
of Wwiſdomy, where unmeaturable ſheets 
of azure compole the pag-; and orbs of 
radiance write, in e. g characters, 
a comment on our creed What remains, 
but that I cloſe the midnight ſolemnity, 
as our LORD concluded his grand ſa- 
cramental inſtitution with a ſong of praiſe ? 
—And behold a hymn, ſuited to the ſub- 
lime occaſion; indited by ¶ inſpiration 
itſelf; transferred into our language, by 
** one of the happieſt efforts of human 
ingenuity. | 


The ſpacious firmament on high, 
With all the blue æthereal ſky, 


And ſpangled heavens, a ſhining frame, 


Their great Original proclaim: 

Th' unweary'd fun from day to day, 
Does his Creator's power diſplay z 
And publiſhes, to every land, 

The work of an Almighty hand. 


Soon as the evening ſhades prevail, 
The moon takes up the wondrous tale 
And nightly, to the liſt'ning earth, 
Repeats the {tory of her birth: 

While all the ſtars, that round her burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, ; 
Confirm the ridings as they roll, 

And ſpread the truth from pole to pole, 


What though, in ſolemn ſilence, all 


Move round the dark terreſtrial ball? 


What though, nor real voice nor ſound 
Amid their radiant orbs be found? 

In Reaſon's car they all rejoice, 

And utter forth a glorious voice, 

For ever ſinging, as they ſhine, 

« The Hand that made us, is divine,” 


* 1 Cor. viii. 1. 1 need not inform my reader, that in this text; in that admirable 


men. Which renders it the reigning care of the life, 


chapter, 1 Cor. xiii. and in various other paſſages of Scripture the word Charity, ſhould 
by no means be confined to the peculiar act of alms-giving, or external beneficence, It is 
of a much more exalted and extenſive nature. It fignifies that divinely precious grace, 
which warms the ſoul with ſupreme love to Gop, ang inlarges it with diſintereſted affection for 
and chief delight of the heart, to pro- 
mote the happineſs of the one, and the glory of the other.— This, this, is that charity of 
which ſo many excellent things are every where ſpoken. Which can never be too highly 
extolled, or too earneſtly coveted, ſince it is the image of Gov, and the very ſpirit of heaven. 
4+ The righteouſueſs of CuxT1s r. This is what MIL TON beautifully ſtiles— 
: Ane golden key, ; | 
That opes the palace of eternity. 
} 1 Cor. xiii. 12. [| Gen. xv. 5 
For heaven | A 
Is as the book of Gop before thee ſet, 
Wherein to read bis wondrous works. — MIL Tor. | 
©] Pſal, ix. | ** Apnis0N, Spec. Vol. VI, Ny 465. 


ö A 


WI1NITER-# FEE GE, 
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—SNOW AND ICE BE TAUGHT TO WARM THE 
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I7TTF15 true, in the delightful ſeaſons, 

HIS tenderneſs and HIS love, 
are moſt eminently difplayed.—In the 
vernal months, all is beauty to the eye, 
and muſic to theear. The clouds drop 
fatneſs; the air ſoftens into balm ; and 
flowers, inrichabundance, ſpring where- 
ever we tread, bloom wherever we look. 
—Amidit the burning heats of Summer, 
HE exvands the leaves, and thickens 
the ſhades, He ſpreads the cooling ar- 
bour, to receive us; and awakes the gen- 
tle breeze, to fan us. 'The mois ſwells 
into a couch, for the repoſe of our bo- 
dies; while the rivulet bay rolls, and 
ſweetly murmurs, to ſoothe our imagina- 
tion.— In Autumn, HIS bounty covers 
the fields, with a profuſion of nutrimen- 
tal treaſurez and bends the boughs, with 
loads of delicious fruit. He furniſhes 
his hoſpitable board with preſent plenty, 
and prepares a copious magazine tor fu- 
ture wants.—But, is it only in theſe ſinil- 
ing periods of the year, that Gop, the 
all-gracious GOD is ſeen? Has Wzter, 
ſtern Winter, no tokens of his preſence ? 
Yes: all things are eloquent of his 
praiſe, * His way is in the whirlwind.” 
Storms and tempeſts fulfil his word, 
and extol his power. Even piercing 
froſts bear witneſs to his goodneſs ; while 
they bid the ſhivering nations, tremble 
at his wrath. . Be Winter, then, for a 
while, our theme*. Perhaps, thoſe bar- 
ren ſcenes, may be fruztful of intellectual 


* A ſketch of this nature, I muſt acknowledge, is quite different from the ſubject of the 
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improvement. Perhaps, that rigorous 
cold, which binds the earth in icy chains z 
may ſerve to inlarge our hearts, and 
warm them with holy love. £ 
See! how the day is ſbortened /—The 
ſun, detained in fairer climes, or en- 
gaged in more agreeable ſervices, riſes, 
like an unwilling viſitant, with tardy 
and reluctant ſteps. He walks, with a 
{hy indifference, along the edges of the 
ſouthern ſky; caſting an oblique glance, 
hejuſtlooks upon our dejected world; and 
ſcarcely ſcatters light, through the thick 
air. Dim is his appearance, languid 
are his gleams, while he continues. Or, 
if he chance to wear a brighter aſpe&, 
and a cloudleſs brow; yet, like the 
young and gay in the houſe of mouru- 
ing, he ſeems uneaſy, till he is gone; 
is in haſte to depart. —And let him de- 
pub. Why ſhould we wiſh for his 
onger ſtay; fince he can ſhew us no- 
thing, but the creation in diſtreſs? The 
flowery families lie dead, and the tune- 


ful tribes are ſtruck dumb. The trees, 


ſtript of their verdure, and lathed by 
ſtorms, ſpread their naked arms to the en- 
raged and relentleſs heavens. Fragrance 
no longer floats in the air; but chilling 
damps hover, or cutting gales blow. 
Nature, diveſted of all her beautiful 
robes, ſits, like a forlorn diſconſolate 
widow, in her weeds. While winds, in 
doleful accents, howl ; and rains, in re- 
peated ſhowers, weep. 


book; and, I cannot but declare, was as far diſtant from the thoughts of the author. But, 
the defire of ſeveral acquaintance, together with an intimation of it's uſefulneſs, by a very 
polite letter from an unknown hand (which has undeſignedly furniſhed me with the beſt 
motto I could recollect,) prevailed with me to add a few deſcriptive touches and improving 


hints, on what is ſo often experienced in the northern regions. 


I hope the attempt I have 


made to oblige theſe gentlemen, will obtain the approbetion, or at leaſt, the exc:/e, of my 


other readers, 


We 


2 
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We regret not, therefore, the ſpeedy, 


departure of the day. When the room 
is Fee with funeral black, and diſmal 
objects are, all around; who would de- 
ſize to have the glimmering taper kept 
alive? Which can only diſcover ſpecta- 
cles of ſorrow; can only make the hor- 
ror viſible.— And, ſince this mortal life 
is little better than a continual conflict 
with fin, or an unremitted ſtruggle with 
miſery; is it not a gracious ordination 
vhich has reduced our age toa ſpan? Four- 
ſcore years of trial, for the virtuous, are 
ſufficiently long; and more than ſuch a 
term, allowed to the wicked, would ren- 
der them, beyond all meaſure, vile.— 
Our way to the kingdom of Heaven, 
Hes through tribulations. Shall we 
then accuſe, ſhall we not rather bleſs, the 
Providence, which has made the paſſage 
- ſhort? Soon, ſoon we croſs the vale of 
tears; and then arrive on the happy 
hills, where light for ever ſhines, where 
joy for ever ſmiles. | | 
Sometimes, tke day is rendered ſhort- 
er ſtill; is almoſt blotted out from the 
year“. The vapours gather; they 
thicken into an impenetrable gloom; 


and obſcure the face of the ſky. At 


length, the rains deſcend. The ſluices 
of the firmament are opened; and the 
low-hung clouds pour their congregated 
ſtores. Copious and unintermitted, ſtill 
they pour, and ſtill are unexhauſted. The 
waters drop inceſſantly from the eaves, 


and ruſh in rapid ſtreams from theſe 


ſpouts. They roar along the channelled 
pavements, and ſtand in foul ſhatlows 
amidſt the village-ſtreets. Now, if the 
inattentive eye, or negligent hand, has 
teft the roof but ſcantily covered ; the 
inſinuating element finds it's way into 


every | flaw, and oozing through the 


cieling, at once upbraids and chaſtiſes 
the careleſs: inhabitant. The plough- 
man, ſoaked ber ſkin, leaves his half- 
tilled acre. 1e poor poultry, drippin 

with wet, croud Ae The Rn 
of the bough fold up their wings, afraid 
to launch into the ſtreaming air. The 
beaſts, joyleſs and diſpirited, ruminate 
under their ſneds. The roads ſwim, 
and the brooks ſwell.— The river, 
amidſt all this watry ferment, long con- 
taineditſelf within it's appointed bounds. 
But, ſwollen by innumerable currents; 


and rouſed, at laſty into uncontroulable 
rage; burſts over it's banks; ſhoots 
into the plain; bears down all oppoſi- 


tion; ſpreads itſelf far and wide; and 


buries the meadow under a brown, ſlug- 
giſh, ſoaking deluge. 5 
How happy for man, that this inun- 
dation comes, when there are no flowery 
crops in the valley, to be overwhelmed 
no fields ſtanding thick with corn, to be 
laid waſte! At ſuch a juncture, it would 
have been ruin to the huſbandman and 
his family: but, thus timed, it yields 
manure for his ground, and promiſes 
him riches in reverſion. —How often, 
and how long, has the divine Majelty 
bore with the moſt injurious affronts 
from ſinners! His goodneſs triumphed 
over their perverſeneſs, and graciouſl 
refuſed to be exaſperated. But, 6 
eee creatures, multiply no 


' . . 
onger your provocations. Urge not, 


by repeated iniquities, the Almighty 


arm to ſtrike; Jeſt his long- ſuffering 


ceaſe, and his fierce anger break forth; 
break forth, like a flood of wwaterst, 


and ſweep you away, into irrecoverable 
and everlaſting en. . 

How mighty! how majeſtic! and O! 
how myſterious are thy works, Thou 
GOD of Heaven, and LORD of Na- 


ture! When the air is calm, where ſleep 


the formy winds? In what chambers 
are they repoſed, or in what dungeons 
confined! Till Thou art pleaſed to 
awaken their rage, and throw open their 

riſon doors. Then, with irreſiſtible 


impetuoſity they fly forth; ſcattering 


dread, and menacing deſtruction. 
The atmoſphere is hurled into the 
moſt tumultuous confuſion. The aereal 
torrent burſts it's way over mountains, 
ſeas, and continents. All things feel the 
dreadful ſhock, All things tremble 
before the furious blaſt. The foreſt, vex- 
ed and tore, groans under the ſcourge. 
Her ſturdy ſons are ſtrained to the very 
root, and almoſt ſweep the ſoil, they 
were wont to ſhade. The ſtubborn oak, 
that difdains tv bend, is 'daſhed” head- 
long to the ground; and, with ſhattered 
arms, with proftrate trunk, blocks the 
road, While the flexile reed, that 
ſprings up in the marſh, yielding to the 
guſt 8 the meek and pliant temper, to 
injuries; or the 72/agned and patient ſpi- 


Involvere diem nimbi et noæ bumida celum 


Abkulites 


+ Hoſ. Vs 10. | . 
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ſpread havock.. 

For a moment, the turbulent and out- 
rageous ſky, ſeems to be aſſwaged: 
but, it intermits it's wrath, only to in- 
creaſe it's ſtrength. Soon, the ſounding 
ſquadrons of the air return to the attack, 
and renew their ravages with redoubled 
fury. The ſtately dome rocks, amidſt 
the wheeling clouds. The impregnable 
tower totters on it's baſis; and threatens 
to overwhelm, whom it was intended to 
protect. The ragged rock is rent in 
pieces“; and even the hills, the perpe- 
tual hills, on their deep foundations, 
are ſcarcely ſecure.— Where, now, is the 

lace of ſafety ? When the city reels, and 
— become heaps! Sleep affrighted 
flies. Diverſion is turned into horror. 
All is uproar in the element; all is con- 
ſternation among mortals; and nothing, 
but one wide ſcene of rueful devaſtation, 
through the land. Vet, this is only an in- 


Ferior miniſter of divine diſpleaſure. The 


executioner of milder indignation. How 
then, —O! how auill the hfty looks of 
man be humbled, and the haughtaneſs 9 
man be bowcd down ; when the LOR 
GOD Omnipotent ſhall meditate terror 
— hen He ſhall ſet all his terrors in ar- 
ray hen He ariſes to judge the nations, 
and to ſhake terribly the earth. * 

The ocean ſwells with tremendous 


commotions. The ponderous waves are 


keaved from their capacious bed, and 
almoſt lay bare the unfathomable deep. 
Flung into the moſt rapid v, 1 781 they 
ſweep over the rocks; they laſh the lofty 
cliffs; and toſs themſelves into the clouds. 
Navies are rent from their anchors ; and, 
with all their enormous load, are whirl- 
ed, ſwift as the arrow, wild as the winds, 
along the vaſt abyſs. Now, they climb 
the rolling mountain; they plow the 
frightful ridge; and ſeem to ſkim the 
ſkies. Anon, they plunge into the open- 
ing gulf; they loſe the ſight of day; and 
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rit, to misfortunes;) eludes the force of 
the ſtorm, and ſurvives amidſt che wide- | 


are loſt themſelves to every eye, How 
vain is the pilot's art! How impotent the 
mariner's ſtrength! They reel to and fro, 
and ſtagger in the jarring hold; or cling 
to the cordage, while burſting ſeas foam 
over the deck. Deſpair is in every face, 
and Death ſits threatening on every ſurge, 
But why, O ye aſtoniſhed 

ſhould you abandon yourſelves to de- 
ſpair? Is the LORD's hand /hortened, 
becauſe the waves of the fea rage hor- 


ribly? Is his ear deaJened, by the roar- 


ing thunders, and the bellowing tempeſt ? 
Cry, cry unto HIM, who * holdeth the 
© winds in his fiſt, and the waters in the 
© hollow of his hand.“ HE is all- graci- 
ous, to hear; and almighty, to ſave. If 
HE command, the ſtorm ſhall be huſhed 
to filence: the billows ſhall ſubſide into 
a calm: the lightnings ſhall lay their 
fiery bolts aſide: and, inſtead of ſinking 
in a watry grave, you ſhall find your- 
ſelves brought to the defired haven. 
Sometimes, after a joyleſs day, a more 
diſmal zight ſucceeds.— The lazy, lour- 
ing vapours, had wove ſo thick a veil, as 


the meridian ſun could ſcarcely pene- 


trate. What gloom then muſt over- 
whelm the nocturnal hours! The moon 
withdraws her ſhining. Not a ſingle 
ſtar, is able to ſtruggle through the deep 
arrangement of ſhades, All is pitcby 
darkneſs, without one enlivening ray. 
How ſolemn ! How awful! Tis like the 
ſhroud of nature, or the return of chaos. 
I don't wonder, that it is the parent of 
terrors, and ſo apt to ingender melan- 
choly.—Lately, the tempeſt marked it's 
rapid way with chief; now the night 
dreſſes her filent pavilion with horror. 

I haye ſometimes left the beaming ta- 
pers, withdrawn from the ruddy fire, 
and plunged into the thickeſt of theſe 
ſooty ſhades; without regretting the 
change, rather exulting in it as a wel- 
come deliverance. The very gloom was 
pleaſing, was exhilarating, compared with 
the converſation I quitted, The ſpeech 


: * I Kings, xix. 11. 


+ — Hortalia cerda 


Per gentes bumilis ſtravit pavor.— 


One would almoſt imagine, that Virgil had read Iſaiah, and borrowed his ideas from chap. 
ii. ver. 11. The bumilis and flravit of the one, ſo exactly correſpond. with the bumbled 
bed down—of the other. But, in one circumſtance, the prophet is very much ſu- 

N to the poet. The prophet, by giving a-firiking contraſt to his ſentiments, repreſents 
| them with incomparably greater energy. He ſays not, men in the groſs, or the human heart 
in general: but men of the moſt elated looks; hearts big with the moſt arrogant imagina- 
tions. Even theſe ſhall ſtoop from their ſupercilious heights ; even theſe ſhall grovel in the 
Gli of. abaſement, aud ſtrudder with all the extremes of an abject pufillanimity, 


* 
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mariners, why _ 
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of my companions (liow does it griev 
me, that I ſhould ewvc once have occa- 
ſion to call them by t name!) was the 
angiage of darkne(s: was horror to the 
ſoul, aad torture to the ear.—Therr tet? 
ere jpears and arrows, aud their longuæ 
„ farnrb ſword, to ſtab and aſſaſſinate, 
their neighbour's character. Their throat 
vas an oper ſepulchre, gaping to devour 
the reputation of the innocent, or taint- 
ing the air with their virulent and pol- 
Juted breath.—Soretimes, their licen- 
tious and ungovernable diſcourſe, ſhot 
arrows of profanenc/s againit Heaven it- 
ſelf; and, in proud dehance, challenged 
the reſentment of Omnfpotence.—Some- 
times, as if it was the glory of human 
nature, to cheriſh the gie appetites of 
the brute z or the mark of a gentleman, 
to have ſerved an apprenticeſhip in a 
brothel ; the filthieſt jeſts of the ſtews 
(if low obſcentty can be a jeſt) were nau- 
ſeouſly obtruded on the company. All 
the medgſt part were offended and grieved; 
while the other beſotted creatures laughs 
ed aloud, though the leproſy of unclean- 
neſs appeared on their I1ps.—Are not 
theſe perſons priſencrs of darkneſs ; 
though blazing ſconces, pour artificial 
day, through their rooms? Are not their 
ſouls immured in the moſt baleful 
ſhades; though the noon-tide ſun is 
brightened, by flaming on their gilded 
chariots ?They d'{cern not that great 
and adorable Being, who fills the uni- 
verſe with his infinite and glorious pre- 
ſence : who is aH eye, to obſerve their ac- 
tions; all ear, to examine their words, 
They know not the all-ſufhcient Re- 
deemer, nor the unſpeakable bleſſedneſs 
of his hcavenly kingdom. They are 
groping for the prize of happineſs; but 
will certainly graſp the thorn of anxiety. 
They are wantonly ſporting on the brink 
of a precipice; and are every moment in 
danger of falling headlong, into irre- 
triruabliè ruin, and endleſs deſpair, 
They have forced me out, and are, 
perhaps, deriding me in my abſence : 
are charging my reverence for the ever- 
preſent GOD, and my concern for the 
dignity of our rational nature, to the ac- 
count of humour and ſingularity; to 
narrowneſs of thought, or fourneſs of 
temper, —Be it ſo.—I will indulge no 
indignation againſt them. It any thing 
tize it ho ariſe, I will convert it into 
prayer Pity them, O thou Father of 


# Job xvlii. 18. 


A WINTER PIECE. 


© mercies! - Shew them the madneſs of 


their profaneneſs !—Shew them the 
baſeneſs of their vile ribaldry!—Let 
their diſſolate rant be turned into ſilent 
forrow and contuſion. Till they open 
their lips, to adore thine inſulled ma- 
jeſty, and to ngplore thy gracious par- 
don. Till they devote to thy ſervice, 
thoſe ſocial hours, and thoſe ſuperior 
faculties, which they arenowabuſing— 
to the diſhonour of thy name—to the 
contamination of their own fouls —and 
(unleſs timely repentance intervene) to 
their everlaſting infamy and perdition.“ 
I ride home amidit the gloomy void. 
All darkling and folitary, I can ſcarce 
diſcern my horſe's head; and only gueſs 
out my blind road. No companion, but 
Danger; or, perhaps, © Deſtruction ready 
© at my ſide . — But, why do I fancy 
myſelf ſolitary? Is not the Father of 
Lights; the Gon of my life; the great 
aud everlaſting Friend; always at my 
right-hand ? Becauſe the day is exclud- 
ed, is his omnipreſence vacated ? Though 
I have no earthly acquaintance near, to 
aſſiſt in caſe of a nvsfortune; or to be- 
guile the time, and divert uneaſy ſuſpi- 
cions, by entertaining conferences; may 
I not lay my help upon the Almighty, 
and converſe with Gor by humble ſup- 
plication? For this exerciſe; no place is 
improper; no hour unſeaſonable; and no 
poſture incommodious. This is ſociely, 
the beſt of ſociety, even in ſolitude. This 
is a fund of delights, eaſily portable, and 
quite inexhauſtible. A treaſure this, of 
unknown value; liable to no hazard, 
trom wrong or robbery; but perfectly 
ſecure, to the lonely wanderer, in the 
moſt dark ſome paths. 


Gee 


And why ſhould I diſtreſs myſelf with 


apprehenſions of peri? This acceſs to 
Go, is not only an indefeaſible pri- 
vilege, but a kind of ammbulatory garri- 
fon, Thoſe, who make known their re- 
queſts unto Go, and rely upon his 
protecting care; He gives hit angels 
charge over their welfare. His angels are 
commiſſioned, to eſcort them in their 
travelling; and to hold up their goings, 
that they daſh not their foot againſt a 
a ſtone . Nay, He wer 16 condeſcends 
to be their guardian, and * Keeps all their 
© bones, ſo thatnotoneof them is broken.“ 
Between theſe perſons, and the moſt 
miſchievous objects, a treaty of peace is 
concluded. The articles of this grand al- 


4 Plal, xcl, LJ, 12. "I 
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Vance, are recorded in the book of Re- 
velation; and will, when it is for the 
real benefit of believers, aſſuredly be 
made good, in the adminiſtrations of 
Providence. In that day, ſaith the 
LORD, * will I make a covenant for 
them with the beaſts of the field, and 
© with the fowls of heaven, and with the 
« creeping things of the ground; and 
« they ſhall be in league with the ſtones 
© of the field . Though they fall head- 
long on the flints; even the fimts, fitted 
to — the ſkull, ſhall receive them 
as into the arms of friendſhip; and not 
offer to hurt, whom the Lo RD is pleaſed 
to preſerve. *: : 

May I then enjoy the preſence of this 
gracious Gop, and darkneſs and light 
Hall be both alike. - Let HIM whiſper 
peace to my conſcience; and this dread 
Hlence ſhall be more charming, than the 
voice of eloquence, or the ſtrains of mu- 
fic. Let HIM reveal his raviſhing per- 

fections inmy ſoul; and I ſhall not want 
the ſaffron beauties of the morn, the 
golden glories of noon, or the impurpled 
avening tky. TI ſhall ſigh only for thoſe 
moſt defirable and diftinguiſhed realms ; 
where, the light of HIS countenance per- 
- petually fines, and conſequently—* there 
is + no night there. ; 

How ſurpriſing are the alterations of 
Nature! I lefther, the preceding evening, 
Plain and unadorned. But, now, a th:c& 
rume has ſhed it's hoary honours over 
all. It has ſhagged the fleeces of the 
ſheep, and criſped the traveller's-locks. 
The hedges are richly fringed, and all 
the ground is profuſely powdered. The 
dowaward branehes are taſſeled with ſil- 

ver, and the upright are feathered with 
_ the plumy wave. | 
The fize, are not always the valuable. 


- The air, amidſt all theſe gaudy decora - 


tions, is charged with chilling and un- 
*vboleſome damps. The raw hazy in- 
_ . Qnence ſpreads wide; fits . 
heavy and oppreſſive on the ſprings of 
life. A liftleſs languor clogs the ani- 
mal functions; and the purple ftream 
| 6 through it's channels. 
In vain the ruler of the day exerts his 
beaming powers: in vain, he attempts 
to Ge e this inſurrection of vapours. 
The ullen, malignant cloud, refuſes to 
depart. It 8 the world, and in- 
Kercapts the proſpett.. I look abroad for 
nne neighbouring village; I ſend my eye 


Job. Y, 23 Hoſ. ii. 
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— 


in queſt of the riſing turret; but am ſcarce 


able to diſcern the very next houſe, * 


Where are the blue arches of heaven? 
Where is the radiant countenance of 
the ſun ? Where the boundleſs ſcenes of 
creation? Loft, loft are their beauties; 
uenched their glories. The thronged 
> pew of the nniverſe, ſeems an empty 
void; and all it's elegant pictures, an 


undiſtinguiſned blank. — Thus would it 


have been with our intellectual views, if 
the Coſpel had not come in to our relief. 
We ſhould have known, neither our true 
good, nor real evil. We had been a 


riddle to ourſelves; the preſent ſtate ll 


confuſion, and the future impenetrable 
darkneſs. But, the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs, ariſing with potent and triumphau 
beams, has diffipated the interpoſing 
cloud. Has opened a proſge?t, mors 


beautiful, than the bloſſoms af ſpring; 


more chearing, than the treaſures of au- 
tumn; and far more i latged, than the 
extent of the viſible ſyltcin. Which, 
having led the eye of the mind, through 
fields of grace, over rivers cf righteouf. 
neſs, and hills crowned with | know- 
ledge; terminates, at length, in the hea- 
vens; ſweetly loſing reels, in regions of 
infinite bliſs, and endleſs gloty. | 
As I walk along the fog, it ſeems, at 
ſome little - diſtance, to he almoſt ſolid 
gloom; ſuch as would ſhut out every 
glimpſe of light, and totally impriſon 
me in obſcurity. But, when I-appraach, 
and enterit; I find myſelf agreeuoty mii- 


taken, and the mift much hi , that. 


it appeared.—Such is the cafe, with re- 
gard to the ing, of the preſent life; 
they are not, when experienced, ſo dread- 
ful, as a timorous imagination ſunmiſed. 
Such alſo is the caſe, with reference to 
the gratifications of ſenſe; they prove not, 


when enjoyed, fo ſubſtantial, as a ſan- 


ine expectation repreſented. . In both 
inſtances, we are gractoully diſappoint- 


ed. The keen edge of the calamity is 


hlunted, that it may not wound us with 
incurable anguiſh : the exquitite reliſh 
of the proſperity is palled, that it may 
not captivate our affections, audenflave 
them to inferior delights, "AE 

Sometimes, the face of things wears 


a more pleaſing form; the very reverſe of 


the foregoing. The tober evening ad- 
vances, to cloſe the ſhort-hved day. 
The firmament, clear and unſullied, 


puts on it's brighteſt blue. Tha Rar, 


18. T Rev, xxi. 25 
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in thronging multitudes, and with. a 
peculiar bealliancy, glitter through the 
Be. While the froft pours it's 
ſubtle and penetrating influence, all 
around. Sharp and intenſely ſevere, 
all the long night, the rigid zther con- 
tinues it's operations. When, late and 
ſlow, the Morning opens her pale eye; 
in whata curious and amuſing diſguiſe, 
is Nature dreſſed! 
and uneven, are pendent on the houſes. 
A whitiſh film incruſts the windows, 
where mimic landſcapes riſe, and 
fancied figures ſwell. The fruitful 
Kelds are hardened to iron; the moiſten- 
ed meadows are congealed to marble; 
and both reſound (an effect unknown 


before) with the peaſant's haſty tread. 


The ſtream is arreſted in it's career, and 
it's everflowing ſurface chained to the 
banks. The fluid paths become a ſolid 
road; where the finny ſhoals were wont 
to rove, the ſportive youth flide, or the 
rattling chariots roll“. And (what 
would ſeem, to an inhabitant of the 
ſouthern world, as unaccountable as the 
deepeſt myſteries of our religion) that 
very fame breath of heaven, which ce- 
ments the lakes into a cryſtal pavement; 
«leaves the oaks, as it were with in vi- 
fble wedges: *© breaks in pieces the 
* northern iron, and the ſteel; even while 
it builds a bridge of icy rock, over the 
ra8T. | 
The air is all ſerenity. Refined by 
the nitrous particles, it affords the moſt 
diſtin& views, and extenſive 1 
The ſeeds of infection are killed; and the 
peſtilence deſtroyed, even in embryo. So, 
the cold of afſliction tends to mortify our 
corruptions, and ſubdue our vicious ha- 
Þbits.,—-The crouding atmoſphere con- 
ſtringes our bodies, and braces our 
nerves. The ſpirits are buoyant, and 
fally briſkly on the execution of their 
office. 
unclouded ſky, and fo bright a ſun, 


4 


The icicles, jagged 


their way. 
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would have melted us with heat, and 
ſoftened us into ſupineneſs. We ſhould 
have been ready to throw our limbs un- 
der the ſpreading beach, and to lie at eaſe 
by the murmuring brook. But, now, 
none loiters in his path; none is ſeen with 
folded arms. All is in motion; all is 
activity. Choice, prompted by the wea- 
ther, ſupplies the ſpur of neceſſity. 
Thus, the rugged ſchool of misfortune, 
often trains up the mind, to a vigorous ' 


exertion of it's faculties. The bleak cli- 


mate of adverſity, often inſpirits us with 


a manly reſolution. When a ſoft and 


downy affluence, perhaps, would have 
relaxed all the generous ſpring of the 
ſoul; and have left it enervated with 
pleaſure, or diſſolved in indolence. | 
© Cold cometh out of - the north.” 
The winds, having ſwept thoſe deſarts 
of ſnow, arm themſelves with millions 
of frozen particles, and make a fierce de- 
{cent upon our iſle. Under black and 
ſcowling clouds, they drive, dreadfully 
whizzing, through the darkened air. 
They growl around our houſes; aſſault 
our doors; and, eager for entrance, faſt- 
en on our windows. Walls can ſcarce 
reſtrain them; bars are unable to exclude 
them; through every cranny they force. 
ce is on their wings; they 
ſcatter agues through the land; and win- 
ter, all winter, rages as they go. Their 
breath is as a ſearing Þ iron to e little 
verdure, left in the 3 Vaſtly more 
ernicious to the tender plants, than the 
arpeſt knife; they kill their branches, 
and wound the very root. Let not the 
corn venture to peep too freely from the 


entrenchment of the furrow; let not 


the fruit - bearing bloſſoms dare to come 
abroad, from their lodgment in the bark; 
leſt theſe murderous 


| aſts * and 
ſeize the unwary ſtrangers, and deſtroy 

the hopes of the advancing year. 

In the ſummer months, ſuch an 


O, tis ſeverely cold! Who is ſo 
hardy, as not to ſhrink at this exceſſively 


* e jam tergo ferratos ſuſtinet orbes, 


'  FEraque diſſiliunt vulgo. 


Puppibus-illa prius patulis, nunc heſpita plauſtris. 


VIS. 1 


Job. xxxviil. 30. The waters are bid, locked up from the cattle's lips, and ſecured 


from the fiſher's net, as wells were wont to be tloſed evith a ponderous and impenetrable 
fene. And not only lakes and rivers, but the ſurface of ibe great deep, with it's reſtleſs 
and uncontroulable ſurges, is taken captive 15571 by the froſt, and bound in ſhining fetters. 
1 This, I ſuppoſe, is the meaning of that figurative expreſſion, uſed by the Prophet 
Habakkuk; who, ſpeaking of the Chaldeans invading Judza, ſays—* Their faces, or the 
© incurſions they make, ſpall ſup up, ſhall ſwallow greedily, ſhall devour utterly, the inha- 
_, © bitants of the country, and their valuable effects; as the keen, corroding blaſts of the 
© -ofS-wind, deſtroy every green thing in the field.“ Hab. i. 9. 
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Nuching weather? Set! every face is 


pale. Even the blooming cheeks con- 


forbear chattering. Ve that fit eaſy and 
joyous, amidſt your commodious apart- 
ments, ſolacing yourſelves in the diffu- 
five warmth of your fire; be mindful of 
your brethren, in the chearleſs tenement 
of poverty. Their ſhattered panes are 
open to the piercing winds; a tattered 

arment, ſcarcely covers their ſhivering 

ſh ; while a few faint and dying em- 
bers on the ſqualid hearth, rather mock 
their wiſhes, than warm their limbs. 
While the generous juices of Oporto, 
ſparkle in your glaſſes; or the ſtreams, 
beautifully tinged and deliciouſly fla- 
voured with the Chineſe leaf, ſmoak in 
the elegant porcelain: O remember, that 
many of your fellow- creatures, amidit 
all -the rigour of theſe inclement ſkies, 


are emaciated with ſickneſs; benumbed 


with age; and pining with hunger. Let 
© their loins bleſs you, for comfortable 
cloathing. Reſtore them with medicine; 
regale them with food; and baffle the 
raging year. So, may you never know 
any of their diſtreſſes, but only by the 


hearing of the ear; the ſeeing of the- 


eye; or the feeling of a tender commiſe- 
ration !=-Methinks, the bitter bluſter- 
ing winds plead for the poor indigents. 
May they breathe-pity into your breaſts, 
while they blow hardſhips into their huts ! 
— Obſerve thoſe blue flames, and ruddy 
coals, in your chimney : quickened by 
the cold, they look more hvely, and 


glow more ſtrongly. Silent, but ſea- 


ſonable admonition to the gay circle, 
that chat and ſmile around them! Thus, 


may your hearts, at ſuch a juncture of 


need, kindle into a peculiar benevolence! 
Detain not your ſuperfluous piles of 


wood. Let them haſten to the relief of 
the ſtarving family, Bid them expire 
in many a willing blaze, to mitigate the 
ſeverity of the ſeaſon, and chear the 
So ſhalt they 


bleak abodes of want. 
aſcend, mingled with thankſgivings to 
Gov, and ardent prayers for your wel- 
fare—aſcend, more grateful to Heaven, 


man columns of the moſt coſtly incenſe. 


gelid hue; and the teeth hardly 


Now the winds ceaſe, Having brought 
their load, they are diſmiſſed from ſer- 
vice. They have wafted an immenſe 
cargo of clouds, which empty them- 
ſelves in ſnow. At firſt, a few ſcattered 
ſhreds come wandering down the ſad- 
dened ſky. This flight ſkirmiſh is ſue- 
ceeded by a general onſet. The flakes, 
large, and numerous, and thick-waver- 
ing, deſcend. They dim the air, and 
haſten the approach of night. Through 
all the night, in ſofteſt ſilence, and with 
a continual flow, tliis fleecy ſhower falls. 
In the morning, when we awake, what 
a ſurpriſing change appears !—Is this 
the ſame world? Here is no diverſity 
of colour! I can hardly diſtinguiſh the 
trees, from the hills on which they grow. 
Which are the meadows, and which the 
plains? Where are the green paſtures, 


and where the fallow lands? All things 


lie blended in bright confuſion. - So 
bright, that it heightens the ſplendor of 
day, and evendazzles the. organs of ſight. 
— The lawn is not ſo fair, as this ſnowy 
mantle, which inveſts the fields ; and 
even the lily, was the lily to appear, 
would look tarniſhed in it's preſence. I 
can think of but e thing, which excels 
or equals the glittering robe of winter. 
Is any perion deſirous to know my mean- 
ing? He may find it explained in that 
admirable hymn *, compoſed by the 
Royal Penitent. Is any deſirous to poſ- 
ſels this matchleſs ornament? He will 
find it offered to his accepiance, in every 
page of the Goſpel. 

See! (for the eye cannot ſatisfy itſelf, 
without viewing again and again the cu- 
rious, the delicate ſcene) ſee! how the 
hedges are habited, like ſpotleſs veſtals ! 
The houſes are roofed with uniformity 
and luſtre. The meadows are covered 
with a carpet of the fineſt ermine f. The 
groves bow, beneath the lovely burden: 
and all, all below, is one wide, immenſe, 
ſhining waſte of white. By deep ſnows, 
and heavy rains, GOD /ealeth up the 
hand of every man. And for this pur- 
poſe, adds our ſacred philoſopher, © that 
all men may know his work.“ He 
confines them within their doors, and 


* Can any thing be whiter than ſnow? © Yes,” ſaith David, if Gor be pleaſed to waſh 


+ This animal is milk-white. 


me from my fins in the blood of Cars T, I ſhall be even whiter than ſnow.” Pſal. li. 7. 


As for thoſe black ſpots, which we generally ſee, in lin- 
angs of ermine, they are added by the furrier. 


- Koighten the beauty, of the native colour, 


In order to diverſify the appearance, or 


puts | 
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puts a ſtop to their ſecular buſineſs; 


that they may conſider the things, Which 


belong to their ſpiritual welfare. That, 
having a vacatton from their ordinary 
employ, they may obſerve the works of 
his power, and become acquainted with 
the myſteries of his grace. 

And worthy, worthy of all obſerva- 
tion, are the works of the great Creator. 
They are prodigioully various, and per- 
febtly amazing. How pliant and duẽtile 
is nature, under his forming hand! At 
his command; the ſelf- ſame ſubſtance 
aſſumes the moſt different ſhapes; and 
is transformed into an endleſs multipli- 
city of figures. If HE ordains, the 
water is moulded into hail, and diſcharg- 
ed upon the earth like a volley of ſhot ; 
or, it is conſolidated mto ice, and defends 
the rivers, © as it were with a breaſt- 
plate. At the bare intimation of his 
will, the very fame element is ſcattered 
in hoar-froſt, like a ſprinkling of the 
molt attenuated aſhes; or, is ſpread over 
the ſurface of the ground, in theſe couches 
of ſwelling and flaky down. 

The mow, however it may carry the 
appearance of cold, affords a warm'gar- 
ment for the corn; ſcreens it from mp- 
ping froſts, and cheriſhes it's infant 
growth. It will abide for a while, to 
exert a protecting care, and exerciſe a 
foſtering influence. Then, touched by 
the ſun, or thawed by a ſoftening gale; 
the furry veſture, melts into genial moi- 
ſture; ſinks deep into the foil, and ſa- 
turates it's pores with the diſſolving nitre l 
zepleniſhing the glebe with thoſe prin- 
ciples of vegetative life, which will open 
into the bloom of ſpring, and ripen into 
the fruits of autumn. Beautiful emblem 
this, and comfortable repreſentation of 
the Divine bord; both in the ſucceſsful, 
and advantageous iſſue of it's operation 
As the rain cometh down, and the 
© ſnow from heaven, and returneth not 
© thither, but watereth the earth, and 
© makethit bring forth and bud, that it 
© may give ſeed to the ſower, and bread 
© to theeater: ſo ſhall my word be, that 


© goeth forth out of my mouth: it ſhall. 
not return unto me void, but ſhall ac-- 


© compliſh that which I pleaſe, and it 
< ſhall ꝓroſper in the thing whereuuto I 
« fent it . 


— 
* 


A WINTER-PIECE. 


Nature, at length, puts off her lucil 


veil. She drops it, in a trickling thaw. 


The Jooſened ſnow, rolls in ſheers from 


the houſes, ' Various openings ſpot the 
hills; which, even while we look, be- 
come larger, and more numerous. The 
trees rid themſelves, by degrees, of the 
hoary incumbrance. Shook from the 


ſpringing boughs, part falls heavy to the 


ground, part flies abroad inſhining atoms. 
Our Heide and gardens, lately buried be- 
neath the drifted heaps, rife plain and 
diftin& to view. — Since we ſee Nature 
once again, has ſhe no verdant traces, 
no beautiful features, left? They are, 
like real friends, very rare; and therefort 
the more particularly to be regarded, th 

more highly to be valued.—Here and 
there, the holly hangs out her glowing 
berries ; the lauruſtinus ſpreads her grace- 
ful tufts; and both, under a covert of 
unfading foliage. The plain, but hardy 
iy cloaths the decrepit, crazy wall; nor 
ſhrinks from the friendly office, though 
the ſkies frown, and the ſtorm roars,— 
The laurel, firm, erect, and bold, ex- 
pands it's leaf of vivid green. In ſpite 
of the united, the repeated attacks of 
wind, and rain, and froſt, it preſerves an 
undiſmayed lively look; and maintains 
it's poſt, while withering millions fall 
around, Worthy, by vanquiſhing the 
rugged force of winter, wort y to adorn 
the triumphant conqueror's brow. Nor 
muſt I forget the bay- tree; which ſcorns 
to be a mean penſioner, on a few tran- 
ſient ſunny gleams; or, with a ſervile 
obſequtouſnels, to vary it's appear- 
ance, in conformity to the changing ſea- 
ſons. By ſuch indications of ſterling 
worth, and ſtaunch reſolution, reading 
a lecture to the poet's genius; while it 
weaves. the chaplet for his temples,— 


"Theſe, and a few other plants, clad with 


native verdure, retain their comely aſpect, 

in the bleakeſt climes, and in the coldeſt 

months. = 
Such, and fo durable, are the accom- 


and an amable temper. The tawd 

ornaments of dreſs, which catch the un- 
thinking vulgar, ſoon become inſipid and 
deſpicable. The rubied lp, and the roſy 
cheek fade. Even the ſparkling wit F, 
as well as the ſparkling eye, W 


x. b 
_ 
— 

” 


9 . e. % 1. AO 
+ © How little does Gop eſteem the things -that men count great; the endowments of 
wit and'eloquence, that nes admire in ſome! Alas! how poor are they to him! He re- 


« ſpeReth not any who are wiſe in heart i they are nothing, and leſs than nothing, 


„ 


- 


— 


in his- 


A WINTER-PIECE. 


for à moment. But the virtuous mind 
has charms, which ſurvive the decay of 
every inferior embelliſhment. Charms, 
which add to the fragrancy of the flower, 
the permanency of the ever-green. 

Such, likewiſe, is the happineſs of the 
ſincerely religious; like a tree, ſays the 
inſpired moraſift, © whoſe leaf ſhall not 
< fall.“ He borrows not his peace from 
external circumſtances; but has a fund 


within, and is © ſatisfied from himſelf *.” 


Even though impoveriſhed by calamitous 
accidents; he is rich in the poſſefſion of 
grace, and richer in the hope of glory. 
His joys are infinitely ſuperior to, as well 
as nobly independent on, the tranſitory 

low of ſenfual delight, or the capricious 
. of, what the world calls, Forma ne. 

If the wow compoſes the light- armed 
troops of the ſky; methinks, the Hail 
conſtitutes it's heavy artillery f. When 
driven by a vehement wind, with what 
dreadful impetuoſity, does that ſtony 
ſhower fall! How it rebounds from the 
frozen ground, and rattles on the re- 
ſounding dome! It attenuates the rivers 
into ſmoke, or ſeourges them into foam. 
It cruſhes the infant flowers; cuts in 
PR the gardener's early plants; and 

atters the feeble fortification of his 
glaſſes into ſhivers. It darts into the 
traveller's face: he turns, with haſte, 
from the ſtroke ; or feels, on his cheek, 
for the gaſhing blood. If he would re- 
treat.mto the.houſe, it follows him even 
thither; and, like a determined enemy, 


man. 


of the ſtorm. 


that puſhes the purſuit, daſhes through 
the crackling panes.— But, the fierce at- 
tack is quickly over. The clouds have 
ſoon ſpent their ſhafts; ſoon unſtrung 
their bow. Happy for the inhabitants 
of the earth, that a ſally ſo dreadfully 
furious, ſhould be fo remarkably Hort! 
What-elſe could endure the ſhock,” os 
eſcape deſtruction ? | 

But, behold a beo, of no hoſtile in- 
tention! *A Bow, painted in variegated 
colours, on the diſburdened cloud. How 
vaſt is the extent, how delicate the tex- 


ture, of that ſhowery arch! It com- 
paſſeth the heavens, with a glorious cir- 


cle; and teaches us to forget the horrors 
Elegant it's form, and 
rich it's tincture; but more delightful 
it's ſacred ſignificancy. While the vio- 
let and the roſe, bluſh in it's beautiful 
aſpect; the olive- branch ſmiles in it's 
gracious import. It writes, in radiant 
dyes, what the angels' ſung in harmo- 


. mous ſtrains; Peace on earth, and 


6 good-will towards men.“ It is the 
ſtamp of inſurance, for the continuance 
of ſeed-time,. and harveit ; for the pre- 
ſervation and ſecurity of the viſible 
world . 


—a kingdom, where fin ſhall ceaſe, and 
miſery be aboliſhed z where ſtorms ſhall 
beat, and winter pierce no more; but 
holineſs, happinels, and joy, like one un- 
bounded ſpring, for ever, ever bloom. 


* 


eyes. Even viſe men admire, how little it is that men know; how ſmall a matter lies 
under the ſound of theſe popular wonders, a learned man, a great ſcholar, a great ſtateſ- 
How much more doth the all-wiſe Gop meanly account of theſe ! He often diſ- 
covers, even to the world, their meanneſs. H 
worldly greatneſs, theſe he gives, and gives as things he makes no great reckoning of, to 
ſuch as ſhall never ſee his face; and calls to the inheritance of glory poor deſpiſed crea 

tures, that are looked on as the of-ſcourings, and refuſe of the world. 2 
—T bus ſays an excellent author; who writes with the moſt amiable ſpirit of bene- 


He befools them. So valour, or birth, or 


It is the comfortable token ||, 
\ of a better ſtate, and a happier kingdom 


their lings, 


volencez with the moſt unaffected air of humility; and like the facred originals, from 
which he copies, with a majeſtic fimplicity of ftile.—Whoſe ſelect works I may venture 
to recommend, not only as a treaſure, but as a mine of genuine, ſterling, evangelical piety. 
—See page 520 of Archbiſhop Le16aTon's ſcle Works, the Edinburgh edition, octavo- 
Which it is neceſſary to ſpecify, becauſe the London edition does not contain that part of 
his writings, which has ſupplied me with the preceding guoration, 
tl Prov. xiv. 14. . 

+ He caſteth forth his ice like morſels.” Pſal. cxlvii. 17. Which, in modern lan- 
guage, might be thus expreſſed “ He poureth his hail like a volley of ſhot.” The word 
Y, inadequately truntfatee mor ſels, alludes, I think, to thoſe fragments of the rock, or 
thoſe ſmith ones from the brook, which, in the day of battle, the warriors hurled from 
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